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UPCOMING EVENTS
CELEBRATE PASSOVER

Community 2nd Seder
Saturday night, 5:30 PM
APRIL 16, 2022 via ZOOM

Join us for an inspiring and fun-filled evening
Check your email for a PDF copy of our
Temple Judea Haggadah

MAKE PASSOVER MEANINGFUL

Energize your soul - reJEWvinate your heart
All Yom Tov services In-Person w/RSVP
Service for 1st Born:
First Seder:
First Day Service:
Second Seder via ZOOM:
Second Day Service:
Chol Hamoed Minyan:
Seventh Day Service:
Eighth Day Service:

10am Fri April 15
At home
10am Sat April 16
5:30pm Sat April 16
10am Sun Apr 17
10am Mon - Thur
April 18 - April 21
10am Fri April 22
10am Shabbat April 23
Yizkor approx. 11 am

HONOR LOVED ONES/CELEBRATE EVENTS
Dedicate a new MAHZOR LEV SHALEM
High Holy Day prayer-book

in honor of a loved one or event — or in memory of someone special

Donation: $50 -

Submit your wording to be inscribed
on the bookplate & placed on the inside

YOM HASHOAH PROGRAM
2 PM THURSDAY, APRIL 28, 2022

Join us for a program of songs, poems, and
reflections as we stand as a community
in support of

NEVER AGAIN!

SAVE THE DATE/details to follow
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
“Let my people go!” Moses pleaded with Pharaoh. Though
the Israelites faced trials and travails after they left Egypt,
they were free. In this season of freedom, we are now also
“free” (again!) as we will once again reopen our Temple for
in-person Shabbat and Yom Tov morning services. As the
Israelites faced challenges in their early yeas of freedom, so
may we as we recognize that the Covid-19 situation could
change forcing us to pivot yet again. If this story sounds
familiar, it is because it is!
Beginning with Shabbat morning, March 26, at 10:00 am, we
look forward to greeting you in person at our beautiful
Temple for services and a wonderful Kiddush lunch. For
those who wish to remain online, we will again be streaming
our services. You need only to click on the email link to join
in. Friday evening Shabbat services continue via Zoom only.
We will be following the same protocols for in-person
services as we have done previously. All attending in-person
must be fully vaccinated and documentation of vaccination
must be presented or sent to our office. This can be done in
person, via email or regular mail and may include a picture of
your vaccination card. We keep this information on file so if
you have done this previously, you do not need to send it in
again.
As before, to attend in person you must register each week by
filling out our email reservation form or by calling the office
no later than 11:00 am Friday. You will at the same time
indicate whether you will be staying for lunch that week.
Guests and caregivers must also be pre-registered and have
submitted their vaccination record. If you have not preregistered in advance, please do not come to the Temple as
you will not be admitted. Wearing a mask is optional. Please
call the office with questions or for further information.
Please, for everyone’s safety, if you are not feeling well, have
a fever or any symptoms of illness, or have been exposed to
anyone who is sick, do not come to the Temple in person, but
join us online.
This is again our first step back into “freedom”. We will
continually re-evaluate the community health situation and
adjust our policies as we see how things are going.
Hopefully, we will soon be able to take the next steps to
greater “freedom” and more in-person activities. Like our
Israelite ancestors we are moving ahead step by step into
freedom.
Best always,

Sandy Shapiro

President
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THOUGHTS FROM OUR RABBI
Where can we find a sense of simplicity? Many
of us are parents and grandparents, aunts and
uncles. I trust many of us know intimately the
aisles of our favorite toy store. It’s great buying
toys for our kids and grandkids; nieces/
nephews; feeling like a good grandma or
grandpa or great-aunt or uncle. What I can’t
understand is -- why our kids and grandkids /
grand-nieces, nephews—are just as happy with an empty milk
carton, 2 rocks, and a stick?
The Maharal, a 16th century Czechoslovakian rabbi, discusses this
question in the context of matzah. Matzah is called “poor man’s
bread.” In our Torah it says: “You shall eat matzah for 7 days. This
shall be poor man’s bread since you left Egypt in a rush. You will
then remember the day you left Egypt all the days of your life.”
Matzah as poor man’s bread is usually viewed in a negative light.
It’s just flour and water, all a poor person can afford. On Seder
night it’s eaten in a rush, like a slave whose time is not his own.
Moreover, we break the matzah to identify with poor people who
always save half their food for later, never knowing where the next
meal will come from.
However, the Maharal sees this description of matzah in a positive
light. He agrees matzah is simple, in the sense it’s just flour and
water, yet he sees this simplicity as one of the main lessons of
Passover. Eating matzah is the climax of removing all chametz, all
leaven from our homes. Chametz, leavening, yeast, is symbolic of
all that has risen, gotten puffed up, and out of proportion in our
lives. Chametz is everything I really don’t need, and as I rid myself
of all the excess, I become more ready to take part in the symbol of
freedom.
As I recognize what is inflated in my life, I ask myself: What do I
really need to give meaning to my existence? This is the question
we need to ask ourselves to become spiritually awake. How many
toys do children need in order to be happy? How many do adults
need? How many shirts or blouses are enough? How many cars,
vacations, or collectibles are enough? Why do I need so much? - Is
it because I am so empty of meaningful things that I always need
more meaningless things?
Matzah is simple. On Passover we are commanded to ingest
simplicity because during this holiday we are trying to retrieve that
simplicity. When we met our partners our spouses, it was so
simple. One said “I want to be you” and the other said “And I want
you to be with me.” Now years later the relationship is full of
beautiful reasons to stay together, yet there are other reasons which
keep people apart. As we eat matzah, we are also trying to become
simple, trying to give new life to the awesome simplicity of our
relationship. “I want to be with you” and the other replies “And I
want you to be with me.” So simple.
We love our kids, grandkids, nieces, nephews, like there is no
tomorrow. Can we ever have enough kisses for our children? Yet
things sometimes get so mixed up. Then at the Seder table, it
becomes crystal clear. I love you. I don’t want anything to be in the
way. I’m sorry for all my mistakes.
Please, together, let’s go back to a simpler time and place. When
we were in school, it was clear to us how we were going to make
an impact on the world with our idealism. Now we are older and
wiser, well, maybe not wiser, just older. The ability to be simple is
also the ability to be free. Simplicity gives us the focus and the
freedom to act, to do what we have to do. We live in a complex
world. We learn to function in it, to use the system, even to marvel
at it all. However our Rabbis teach us to retain an inner sense of
simplicity. The stack of toys remains in the corner, as the
grandkids build sand castles, because sand castles are so simple.
And they are also free!
Adapted from Rabbi Rubin
Chag Pesach Sameach.

B’vrachot, blessings,

Rabbi Dennis
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SCHOOL NEWS
Our Hebrew School students are the greatest! — They are
learning prayers, songs, & Jewish history.
Sure hope you are all keeping safe, healthy and calm
during this challenging global pandemic.
Social distancing will not get in the way of our learning
about the Treasure of Judaism.
Join our Virtual Classroom via ZOOM, at our regular
class times: 4:30 pm Wednesdays; 10:00 am on Shabbat.

Click the email link to join us...
Meeting ID: 977-014-2663
If you are having problems joining the Virtual Classroom
please do ring me up at 949-683-9182

Neal Linson Volunteer Educator
PLEASE LET US KNOW

In the event of an illness or another reason that you feel
requires the Rabbi’s attention, please call 949.830.0470

HELP BUILD OUR FUTURE

An easy way is to make a charitable gift through your
will. Simply use these words in drafting your will:
“I give and bequeath unto Temple Judea, a
nonprofit corporation, that is recognized as
exempt from tax under Section 501(c)(3) of
the Internal Revenue Code, ID# 95-2503535
the sum of $____ to be used for general
purposes.” If you don’t wish to specify an amount,
you may wish to state the amount as a percentage of
your estate. Your assets remain in your control during
your lifetime and you’re able to modify your bequest
should circumstances change. Please let us know if
we can be of assistance to you or your advisors.

STAY SAFE & HEALTHY!

Via ZOOM 7:30 pm Erev Shabbat/Friday
&
10:00 am Shabbat/ Saturday
No computer? - call in by phone!

578 East San Bernardino Road
Covina, California 91723

Eric
Eric Rothman
Rothman FDR
FDR 810
810
Sandra
B.
Fine
FDR
Sandra B. Fine FDR 1502
1502
Sandra B. Fine FDR1502

To include a Personal Message in our monthly Bulletin,
EMAIL your message (up to 20 words) & send a $15 donation
to our Office before the 10th. (Up to 30 words ~ $25)
Thank you, my Temple Judea Family, for showering me with
your Birthday Wishes through your generous support to our
Temple. You certainly made my milestone birthday a great
day even better. I send each and everyone of you my love and
deepest appreciation.

Jean Janowsky

Dear friends, Thank you for the good wishes, cards and
contributions to Temple Judea in honor of our anniversary. We
appreciate your thoughtfulness & generosity very much! With
our love and a hug,

Rabbi Dennis & Rebbetzen Sima
Use link on website
for Temple Judea
to earn 0.5%
of your purchases.
Help in a creative way
donate for our future.

MOVING ON

The Bereavement group led by Fran Chalin meets
virtually on Mondays at 10 a.m. The group provides the
opportunity to share experiences, hear how others deal
with grief, receive support and discover ways to cope
with feelings of sadness and loss.
There’s no fee; pre-registration is required.
To register, call Cantor Fran Chalin at 714.921.2273

HELP TEMPLE JUDEA
Link your Ralph’s rewards card to TEMPLE JUDEA and a portion of what you spend will be donated to support our community. Ralph’s will donate 1 to 4% of your purchases, up to $150
per month. Follow these steps:
 Visit www.ralphs.com
 If you have not previously registered your rewards card online, click "Register" on the upper right & follow the instructions.
 If you have registered your rewards card
online, click "Sign In" on upper right; enter
your email address and password.
 Once you are signed in your account, click "My
Account" on the upper right to visit your
"Account Summary" page.
 Scroll to the bottom of page & click "Enroll"
under the "Community Rewards" section.
 When prompted to search for organization,
type in "Temple Judea"
 When listing for Temple Judea on Moulton
Pkwy #81537 appears, click the circle to the
left of our name.
 Then click the "Enroll" button.
Please enroll today www.ralphs.com
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Sisterhood News
Sisterhood Sponsors

FLOWERS / CAKE / KIDDUSH - Erev Shabbat & Shabbat

Celebrate your personal and/or family simcha together!

Greetings from OUR Gift Shop
Your one stop for everything Jewish

Tallit, Kippot, jewelry, See’s Candy certificates
Hours: By Appointment - Sandy Meyers 949.701.2367

Sisterhood Happenings
Our gift shop is open by appointment…
call Sandy at 949 701 2367.
Sincerely,
Sandy Meyers, President
HELP SISTERHOOD - CONTRIBUTE TO:
 Oneg Shabbat Fund - Friday nights
 Oneg Cake Sponsor for your simcha
 Attend a theater or trip event
 Buy self-write Tribute Cards (5 for $8)
**************************

SISTERHOOD
THEATER EVENT
Join us on a trip to Segerstrom Center to see hit show

"Tootsie"

The COVID-19 vaccine is available
to all California residents ages 5 and up.
Healthcare providers in Orange County
(including pharmacies) are playing an essential role
in the distribution of COVID-19 vaccines.
For a list of providers in Orange County
visit occovid19.ochealthinfo.com to learn more.
Parents who want to protect their child/ren,
now you can.
Find a COVID-19 vaccine near you at
vaccines.gov
or by texting your zip code to 438829.

1:00 PM Sunday, June 12

Board the bus at Gate 3 at 11:30 a.m.

Cost: $60 with transportation
$45 without transport.
All sales are final.
No refunds without a wait list.
Checks payable to Temple Judea

must be received no later than April 25.
Masks and proof of vaccine may be required.

For reservations,
call Sandy Meyers, 949-701-2367

BLESSING FOR THOSE IN NEED OF HEALING

May the One who blessed our ancestors Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Sarah, Rebekah, Rachel, and Leah bless and heal all those who are
in need of healing. As those who came before us were blessed in the presence of communities that sustained them, so we too pray
for those among us that are in need of healing and those around the world who have no one to pray on their behalf for healing.
Send them comfort and relief speedily in our days and grant them a complete healing of body, mind, and spirit. Guard them
beneath the wings of your Shehinah. Blessed are you, Source of Life, who helps us to bring light where there is darkness, healing
where there is brokenness, and peace to all of the earth's inhabitants. And let us say Amen.

Leave a Lasting Legacy - Remember Temple Judea

Please follow our members, Richard Merkatz, Terry Walowitz, Claire and Meyer z”l
Yourman, as great examples of estate planning with their generous gifts made to
Temple Judea. Make an investment in Temple Judea through your 401(k), IRA or other
retirement plans. You can simply designate Temple Judea as a beneficiary of your
retirement plan. You can help ensure Temple Judea’s future by donating a bequest, gift
annuity and/or insurance policy. If you or your advisors have questions, please contact
us. Help continue our future as a center of Jewish life for your community.

April 2022
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OUTREACH LIAISON
We have been reaching out to those in need of healing, strength and recovery. We like to hear your voices
and we hope that we are a welcome interruption in your day.
We know we have looking at our iPads too frequently and we guess this is what is meant by ‘too much
screen time.’ Still we are uplifted to see you virtually on ZOOM at our Shabbat and holiday services. Stay
safe and stay healthy. Mazal tov to those who have been vaccinated with a booster.
Please call the Temple office with information: name and phone number of the person to be contacted and
please give us your name as well. We feel that this is our spiritual home and the spiritual health of all our
members matters to us. We welcome your help. Please let us know if you would volunteer to help with
phone calls.
Sincerely, Ro

Probolsky & Laura Lamden

Tree of Life

Acorns and Gold Leaves are available for purchase
to celebrate a special Simcha. Add to our Tree of Life
as a permanent dedication to meaningful events in
your life
949.830.0470

Leaves ~ $275 minimum
Acorns ~ $500 minimum

MEMORIAL PLAQUES
Consider honoring your loved ones
now... before prices increase
Memorial Plaque with light - three lines - $375
Large Plaque without a light - $800
Plaque in Sanctuary - $1,000
949.830.0470

CEMETERY PLOTS WAIT LIST
PACIFIC VIEW MEMORIAL PARK

MEMBER: $20,000 NON-MEMBER: $24,000

HARBOR LAWN MEMORIAL PARK
MEMBER: $6,000 NON-MEMBER: $7,500
949.830.0470

THE MERIDIAN AT LAGUNA
INDEPENDENT / ASSISTED LIVING / SKILLED NURSING

Five Star Quality Care
24552 Paseo de Valencia
Laguna Hills, CA 92653
Your loved one will receive the
ultimate in comfortable living
arrangements and personalized
care. Call today to schedule
your personal tour and receive
a free gift at 949-581-6111.

Sanctuary Seat Plaques

Seat dedication plaques are available for $500
949.830.0470

WITTY & WISE sent in by Dara Linson
NORRIS:

BORIS:
NORRIS:
DON:
DAN:

I can defeat any chess champion in
three moves or less.
You know chess?
No, judo.
I paid 300 bucks to rent a limo, but it
didn’t come with a driver!
Wow, all that money and nothing to
chauffeur it.

Why don’t aliens visit our solar system?
They’ve seen the reviews - only one star.
What do get when you cross a guard dog with a
computer?
I don’t know, but when it megabytes you, it
megahertz.
What’s the smartest thing about people?
Our phones.
DONNY:
SONNY:
DONNY:
SONNY:

So, what do you do?
I work in national security.
How exciting! Tell me a story.
About me, or about you?

JANE:
JOHN:

My grief counselor just passed away.
Oh no! I’m so sorry. How are you
taking it?
Very well. She was really good.

JANE:

“It’s true what they say: ‘Beauty’s only skin deep.’
Because the stuff underneath is, like, really gross.”
horror movie host Elvira
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Prayer for Ukraine - by Rabbi Reuven Kimelman
May God grant the Ukrainian people the fortitude to resist
and reverse any onslaught from Russia.
May the defeat of Putin’s army bring about a rebirth of
freedom for the Russian people.
May Russia and its neighbors live together in amity
through democracy.
May the hope of the Rosh Hashanah liturgy ring
throughout the land --

ְוכָל ָה ִר ְשעָ ה כֻּלָ ּה כְ עָ ָשן ִתכְ לֶ ה
כִ י ַתעֲ ִביר ֶמ ְמ ֶשלֶ ת זָדֹון ִמן ָהאָ ֶרץ
ו ְִת ְמלֹוְך אַ ָתה ה' ְלבַ ֶ ֶּֽדָך עַ ל כָל ַמעֲ ֶ ֶּֽשיָך

May all evil (Rishah=Russia) dissipate like smoke, for the
removal of tyranny ushers in the reign of God over all.
Peace for all. Amen

*******************

A Prayer of Peace for the People of Ukraine
by Rabbi Naomi Levy

God, Our hearts are with all the people of Ukraine,
Its president, Volodymyr Zelensky,
And with our Jewish brothers and sisters in Ukraine
200,000 souls
Who crouch in fear
As the sound of sirens and bombs pierces the air.
Synagogues once filled with songs of celebration
Have become makeshift shelters.
Echoes of the Holocaust reverberate,
The memory of the one and a half million
Martyred Ukrainian Jews.
God, we pray that the panic in the streets of Ukraine
Will give way to the sound of children playing,
And the sound of sirens will give way to songs of hope.
We pray that the world community will unite
And cause the Russian army to retreat.
We pray for no more violence
Or bloodshed
And we pray that diplomacy
Will be the path to peace.
Hear our prayers, God,
Hear the prayers of the mothers and fathers,
the prayers of the children
longing for safety.
God, our Shelter,
Bring peace.
Let it rain down from the heavens like a mighty storm.
Let it wash away all hatred and bloodshed.
Peace, God. Please, God. Amen.

REACH OUT BY PHONE
or CARD TOUCH SOMEONE!
Both they - and you — will be glad you did!

April 2022

BREAKFAST CLUB
No date yet, we hope soon

Post-coronavirus
will resume the
First
Wednesday
of each month
10:00 AM

Ladies & Guests always welcome!

Breakfast donation: $5.00

DONATE YOUR CAR
We thank you in advance for your donated car.
Cars donated to Temple Judea are a great help to us.
If you know of a car needing a new home, call
Norm Kingston 949.679.2216. We will do the rest.
The proceeds of the sale from your generosity
BENEFIT our Temple and help build our future.

SAVE on Your Personal 2022 Tax Bill
Make a gift from your IRA before 12/31/2022 to support
Temple Judea, you benefit::
1. Gifts made from your IRA (up to $100,000)
are not reportable as taxable income.
2. Gifts qualify for the required minimum distribution (RMD)
which can lower your taxes.
Contact your IRA manager, request transfer to Temple Judea.

South County Outreach Food Pantry
VOLUNTEERS needed as well !!
Most-needed food items: Peanut butter, Jelly,
Canned fruit, Canned tuna,
Bags/boxes of Pasta, cans/jars of Pasta sauce,
Oatmeal, Cereal, Juice
Bagged beans, Bagged rice
Thank you for your donations. They are appreciated.

April 2022
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Congratulations April Birthdays
6
Elaine Gold
18
Bernie Linson

22
Max Biren
24
Debbie Dorenstreich
25
George Schnitzer

26
Steve Schwartz
27
Joseph LaFranca

Congratulations April Anniversaries
19
Al & Gail Papish

PERSONALIZED ACKNOWLEDGEMENT CARDS

$10 Remember dear ones on birthdays, anniversaries, memorials & life cycle occasions $10

RELIGIOUS COMMITTEE
PASSOVER is rapidly approaching!
Wine plays a central role in this most popular Jewish holiday. Here is some background.
Passover’s celebration as a Jewish festival dates back to at least the fifth century BCE. Wine is considered a
royal drink and symbolizes freedom. This is what the Passover Seder and Haggadah celebrate.
It was customary at Roman feasts or banquets (known as symposiums (sym = together, posium = drinking
wine)) to begin the festivities by drinking wine. This was followed by going into the dining hall and eating
the main meal which was accompanied by more wine. At the end of the main meal, more wine would be
served to the guests.
The rabbis of Roman times in Israel added a fourth cup of wine, the Kiddush cup, to sanctify God and God’s
merciful deeds. This established the four cups of wine as mandatory for the Passover Seder:
(1) the first cup of wine drunk for Kiddush;
(2) the second cup of wine drunk just before the main meal;
(3) the third cup of wine drunk as part of the "Grace After Meals" ritual;
(4) the fourth cup of wine drunk after the conclusion of "Hallel" which is near the end of the Passover Seder.
There are many metaphors describing the ritual of drinking wine at Passover Seders, including:
 Matzah's bland taste symbolizes the hardships of slavery in Egypt while the rich and strong taste of wine
corresponds to the richness and strength that the Hebrews felt once they chose to follow God during the
Exodus and their wanderings in the Sinai Desert after they left Egypt.
 Each cup of wine is linked with one of the four matriarchs: Sarah, Rebekah, Rachel and Leah who gave
birth to the Jewish people.
 The cups can be connected with the natural elements: earth, air, fire, water, — to remind us that true
liberation happens when our lives are in harmony.
Temple Judea is holding its annual Community Seder on the second night of Passover, Saturday, April 16 th.
It will be virtual on Zoom starting at 5:30 PM. You are most cordially invited. L’Chaim !

Sandy Shapiro
Co– Chair

Arnold Miller

Co-Chair
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Men’s Club Humor
by Arnie Miller

April Humor
Four old friends meet up at their 40th high school
reunion. One guy gets up from the table to go to
the restroom. The other guys start talking about
how successful their sons are:
Guy #1: “My son owns a car dealership and just
gave his golfing buddy a Cadillac.”
Guy #2: “Very nice, but my son is more successful.
He owns an airline and just gave his tennis partner
a private jet.”
Guy #3: “Wow, both of those stories are great but
my son is more successful than both of yours. My
son owns the world’s largest architectural firm and
gave his neighbor a large island with a castle on it.”
At this point Guy #4 returns from the restroom.
Guy #4: “Hey, what are you talking about?
The three braggarts reply: “We are talking about
how successful are sons are.”
Guy #4: “Well, my son is a male stripper.”
In unison, Guys #1, #2 and #3 say:
“You must be so disappointed in him.”
Guy #4: “Not at all! He is really doing very well
for himself. He just got a Cadillac, a jet, an island
with a castle - as gifts from his three boyfriends.”

April 2022

Wise Aging - Walking Meditation
Who Guides a Person’s Footsteps
by Rabbi Rachel Cowan / Dr. Linda Thal
Many of us are aware of our bodies only when something is
amiss, paying little attention to the way our body feels
when it is functioning as we expect it to. In a walking
meditation, we use the feel of our body as our focus.
Start by selecting a space in which to walk. There is no
destination. You will be taking ten to twenty steps in one
direction, turning around, and walking back to your starting
point. You will repeat this motion throughout the
meditation. This is not about getting somewhere, it is
simply about walking. Decide in advance how long you
will meditate; ten to twenty minutes is a good amount of
time in general , but you might want to begin with just five
or seven minutes.
Start with your feet together and take a moment. Build your
intention to fully experience “just walking.”
Experiment with your pace. Walk more slowly than you
usually do - you can vary your pace from a slow, browsing
walk to a pace that is deliberately in slow motion.
As you begin to walk, concentrate on sensing your whole
body. Notice the movement of your arms, the feelings in
your hands, your back, the bottoms of your feet as you take
each step. After a few minutes shift your attention to your
legs, noting each sensation as it becomes apparent as you
walk, step by step. Continue to walk.
Finally, bring your attention to your feet. Notice the parts of
a step. What does it feel like to lift, move and place each
foot in turn? Notice the pressure, the balance, the sensations
in the bottom of each foot. In your ankles, in your toes.
Notice what it takes to change direction.
When your focus wanders, pause, stand still, and then
gather your attention back to your body. Reaffirm your
intention to be “just walking” to walk with patience and
attentiveness to each step as it unfolds.
The sensation of walking becomes your doorway into the
present moment. Pay close attention to each step. Absorb
the sensations. Let each step reveal itself to you. Notice the
miracle of walking.
What did you notice about sensations in your body?
As you reflect on the experience, can you feel an openness
to gratitude for the gift of your body? If so, you might like
to know this blessing, which expresses appreciation for the
“preparation” or “guidance” of each human step.
Baruch atah, Adonai Eloheinu, Melech ha’olam, hameichin
mitzadei gaver.
Blessed are You, Source of Life of the World, who guides
my steps.
READ the book:
Wise Aging - Living with Joy, Resilience, & Spirit

April 2022
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CONTRIBUTIONS TO OUR TEMPLE
Week ending 2/18

MEMORIALS:
Herb Sier & Susan Flignor in memory of his father Morris Sier
Mike & Ann Alpert in memory of his nephew David Fleischman
Golda Brill in memory of her mother Lena Franklin
SHABBAT KIDDUSH LUNCH FUND:
Jean Janowsky honored on her birthday by Sandy Shapiro
Barbara LaFranca honored on her birthday by Sandy Shapiro
Jean Janowsky honored on her birthday by Sandy Meyers
Barbara LaFranca honored on her birthday by Sandy Meyers
Jean Janowsky honored on her birthday by Terry Walowitz
Barbara LaFranca honored on her birthday by Terry Walowitz
Jean Janowsky honored on her birthday by Marvin Mandel
Barbara LaFranca honored on her birthday by Marvin Mandel
Susan Flignor Sier honored on her birthday by Marvin Mandel
Jean Janowsky honored on her birthday by Celia Markovitz
Joyce Moser in memory of Rachel Levy, sister of Sima Linson
Laura Lamden in memory of Sharon Chase, wife of Steven Chase
Lois Atkin in memory of Rachel Levy, sister of Sima Linson
Maggie Blackwell in memory of Rachel Levy, sister of Sima Linson
Maggie Blackwell in memory of Bernie Roberts, friend of Lois Atkins
Maggie Blackwell in memory of Sharon Chase, wife of Steve Chase
Brian Probolsky honored on his birthday by Maggie Blackwell
Jean Janowsky honored on her birthday by Maggie Blackwell
Lois Atkin honored on her birthday by Maggie Blackwell
Barbara LaFranca honored on her birthday by Maggie Blackwell
Laura Lamden in support of our community Purim Celebration
Michele Dorris in memory of Rachel levy, sister of Sima Linson
RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND:
Jean Janowsky honored on her birthday by Marla & Barry Jacobs
NEW MEMBERSHIP SUPPORT FUND:
Jean Janowsky honored on her birthday by Michele Dorris
Lisse Wukelich in memory of Rachel Levy, sister of Sima Linson
Lisse Wukelich in memory of Bernie Roberts, friend of Lois Atkins
Lisse Wukelich in memory of Sharon Chase, wife of Steve Chase
Lisse Wukelich in memory of Roy Akioka, brother of Harry Akioka
TORAH MAINTENANCE FUND:
Jean Janowsky honored on her birthday by Sima & Rabbi Dennis
Barbara LaFranca honored on her birthday by Sima & Rabbi Dennis
Susan Flignor Sier honored on her birthday by Sandy Shapiro

Week ending 2/25

MEMORIALS:
Jean Janowsky in memory of her father Samuel Feldman
Mike & Ann Alpert in memory of his grandfather Benjamin Alpert
Dvorah Lansky in memory of her grandfather Max Davidson
SHABBAT KIDDUSH LUNCH FUND:
Richard Merkatz in memory of Henry Moser, husband of Joyce Moser
Cantor Chazan honored on his JTS Doctor of Music by Richard Merkatz
Rich/Debbie Dorenstreich in memory of Henry Moser, husband of Joyce Moser
Rich/Debbie Dorenstreich in memory of Bernie Roberts, friend of Lois Atkin
Rich & Debbie Dorenstreich in memory of Rachel Levy, sister of Sima Linson
Cantor Chazan honored on his JTS Doctor of Music by Elaine Gold
Elaine Gold in memory of Bernie Roberts, friend of Lois Atkin
Elaine Gold in memory of Rachel Levy, sister of Sima Linson
Supported by Catherine Rubenstein
Rose & Bernie Linson in memory of Bernie Roberts, friend of Lois Atkin
Rose & Bernie Linson in memory of Rachel Levy, sister of Sima Linson
Rose & Bernie Linson in memory of Sharon Chase, wife of Steven Chase
RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND:
Richard Merkatz in memory of Rachel Levy, sister of Sima Linson
Richard Merkatz in memory of Bernie Roberts, friend of Lois Atkin
Mitchell Shiffman in memory of Rachel Levy, sister of Sima Linson
Bob/Anna Linett thanking Rabbi for support of us & our sister Sharon Chase z”l
Mike/Judy Linett thanking Rabbi for support of us & our sister Sharon Chase z”l
TORAH MAINTENACE FUND:
Jean Janowsky honored on her birthday by Marsha Goldwater
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PESACH: War of Worldcraft

by Sam Glaser
Like most kids, ours spend a lot of time on their
gadgets. We brought them into the world with the
hope they might savor the gift of life. Or at least
ride their bikes once in a while. For young people,
plugging in is a divine right. After all, they will
live forever, have all of their needs met and perish
the thought of enduring a vacant minute. God
forbid the Internet is ever down!
At one point, a new enemy claimed our children’s
brains: online gaming. My boys succumbed to
World of Warcraft, a role-playing game which
allowed them to wander a remarkable alien world
populated by characters manned by players from
around the world. They got credits and booty for
kills and strived valiantly to build their customdesigned creature to the highest level of power.
While it was nice to see my boys cooperating in
order to negotiate the adventure, I didn’t
appreciate that they were unwilling to leave the
house. After all, we live in Southern California.
They might as well have grown up in Anchorage.
The Jewish People are players in a grand scheme I
refer to as “War of Worldcraft.” We are in the
midst of a 3500-year peer-to-peer networking
phenomenon unrivaled in history. In every
generation, we are engaged in a battle to the death
against the monsters of ignorance, immorality, and
violence. With courage and unrivaled conviction,
we cleave to our ancient texts and traditions,
hoping to thrive while influencing those around
us. The Torah reveals the contradictory nature of
our future as an eternal people: we will remain few
in number and yet have vast impact on all of
humankind as we wander the globe.
I would argue that God’s farfetched “light unto
nations” experiment is working rather well.
Historian Thomas Cahill agrees: “The Jews started
it all—by it I mean so many things we care about,
the underlying values that make all of us tick, Jew
& Gentile, believer & atheist. Without the Jews,
we would see the world with different eyes, hear
with different ears, even feel with different
feelings…the role of the Jews, the inventors of
Western culture, is also singular: there is simply
no one else remotely like them; theirs is a unique
vocation. Indeed…the very idea of vocation, of a
personal destiny, is a Jewish idea.”
Pesach is a time to acknowledge our contribution
to humanity and break free of those entities
enslaving us. Each spring, the season of renewal,
we begin by getting back on track with our
national goal of worldcraft. Pharaoh may be gone
from the stage of history, but servitude is still with
us. We are trapped in a quest for wealth, status,
career advancement, and material acquisition. We
are stuck in ruts of our own making, battling inner
demons, bad habits, and addictions. We come into
this holiday well aware that the issues we
complained about last year will likely be with us
next year. How can we escape our chains during
this Z’man Cheruteinu, the Passover season of
freedom? How can we reclaim the gumption to
accomplish our global mission? Continued page 10
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...continued from page 9
The Seder is our national homecoming party. We press
reset, reconvene with our people, reprioritize. First we have
MEMORIALS:
to clear out the chametz. The rabbis tell us the chametz
Eleanor Starr in memory of Sharon Chase, wife of Steve Chase
represents our ego. Big bread = big ego. EGO stands for
Sandy Shapiro in memory of her father Harold Shapiro
Edge God Out. The week of Passover, we eat humble pie,
Roberta Hope in memory of her father Louis Menes
otherwise known as matzah. Humility gets us on the playing
Edie Saske in memory of her father Sam Saske
field. When we override our sense of entitlement, we create
a grateful space to rediscover our purpose, clearing our
SHABBAT KIDDUSH LUNCH FUND:
launch pad for explosive transformation. The custom is to
Claire Your man honored on her birthday by Sandy Shapiro
search for chametz with a candle, not a torch. One might
Sandy Meyers honored on her birthday by Celia Markovitz
think we need the most powerful light to cleanse every
Claire Your man honored on her birthday by Terry Walowitz
crumb—but the search for chametz is spiritual as well, and
Sandy Meyers honored on her birthday by Terry Walowitz
too blinding a light into our psyche may make us feel
Claire Your man honored on her birthday by Laura Lamden
depressed and diminished rather than empowered.
Sandy Meyers honored on her birthday by Laura Lamden
Humility doesn’t require us to be pushovers. Humble people
RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND:
can be superstars! The secret is acknowledging the source of
Thank you to Rabbi Dennis and Temple Judea by Sara Gusik
one’s strength. Once, Rav Chatzkel Abramsky, zt”l, head of
Supported by Terry Walowitz
the London Beit Din, was called to testify in a secular
London court. His attorney asked him to state his name and
NEW MEMBERSHIP SUPPORT FUND:
position and queried, “Is it true you are the greatest living
Jean Janowsky honored on her birthday by Lisse Wukelich
halachic authority in Europe?” The Rav replied, “Yes, it is
true.” The judge interrupted, saying, “Rabbi, isn’t that rather
TORAH MAINTENANCE FUND:
haughty on your part? Don’t your laws teach you to be
Claire Yourman honored on her birthday by Sandy Meyers
humble?” The Rav responded, “Yes, but I am under oath.”
Sandy Meyers in memory of Bernie Roberts, friend of Lois Atkin
Sandy Meyers honored on her birthday by Sandy Shapiro
Only with our chametz destroyed can we endeavor the
Robert Shapiro honored on his birthday by Sandy Shapiro
celebratory Seder meal with our families and tell our
Sandy Meyers honored on her birthday by Jean Janowsky
remarkable story. Seder night is not a commemoration of
something that happened to distant relatives. It’s our story
Week ending 3/11
in perpetuity, in every age, with every enemy seeking the
MEMORIALS:
destruction of our holy mission of Tikkun Olam. We are
Laura Lamden in memory of her husband Franklin Lamden
still travelers on a monumental journey, attending Seders,
Joan Kriston in memory of Bernie Roberts, friend of Lois Atkin
telling our origin story, eating sweet Charoset mixed with
Dvorah Lansky in memory of her father Howard Shaw
bitter herbs, decrying anti-Semitism, taking our place in this
Rich & Frances Mandelsohn in memory of
his grandmother Ida Mandelsohn historic march towards redemption.
Rich & Frances Mandelsohn in memory of her father Harvey Metter We usually go into the holiday overwhelmed by the
Connie Miller in memory of her brother Howard Hillman
cleaning and cooking, burdened with the pace of our lives,
never quite getting enough rest. Hopefully we finish this
SHABBAT KIDDUSH LUNCH FUND:
sacred week transformed and relaxed, with new focus and
Ro Probolsky honored on her birthday by Sandy Shapiro
commitment. Surviving such an austere diet teaches we can
Ro Probolsky honored on her birthday by Celia Markovitz
handle deliberate deprivation. Spiritual freedom is the
Ro Probolsky honored on her birthday by Terry Walowitz
acquisition of moral strength to avoid the shackles of poor
Ro Probolsky honored on her birthday by Laura Lamden
decision-making. This eight-day leaven-free period initiates
Ro Probolsky honored on her birthday by Marvin Mandel
our calendar year with an invaluable metaphysical victory.
Alan Rubinstein honored on his birthday by Marvin Mandel
Over the course of forty years wandering the desert, our
Herb Sier honored on his birthday by Marvin Mandel
encounter with God and Torah coaxes us into our maturity
as a holy people. On Passover, we relate to God as a
NEW MEMBERSHIP SUPPORT FUND:
protective, loving parent, preparing us for the vicissitudes of
Sandy Meyers honored on her birthday by Steve & Sunny Schwartz
“worldcraft.” We get in touch with the big picture by
TORAH MAINTENANCE FUND:
appreciating the details: the world spins thanks to “small”
Ro Probolsky honored on her birthday by Sandy Meyers
acts of kindness and “small” mitzvot like not over-baking
Herb Sier honored on his birthday by Sandy Shapiro
matzah or dipping delicate greens in salt water. We
emphasize how we were redeemed then and are
continuously redeemed now. So crucial is the connection
Use link from our website between the Exodus and our Jewish mission statement that
we are commanded to recall leaving Egypt every morning
and night. Pesach may be the headquarters, but our freedom
earns 0.5%
to stand with God is an everyday gift. Pesach serves to
of your purchases. awaken our inner child, reprioritize our busy lives, and
restore our glorious goal of serving as soldiers in the War of
Help us use
Worldcraft.

Week ending 3/4

Temple Judea

a creative way
to donate
for our future.

Sam Glaser is a per for mer in Los Angeles. He has r eleased 25
albums, he produces music in his Glaser Musicworks recording
studio, his book The Joy of Judaism is an Amazon bestseller. Visit
him online at www.samglaser.com.
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