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UPCOMING EVENTS
THE WHOLE MEGILLAH
Celebrate Purim with Temple Judea
Wear a costume - Laugh out Loud
Make some noise!!! Virtual via ZOOM

Read the Whole Megillah

Thursday March 17 - 10:00am

CELEBRATE PASSOVER
Community 2nd Seder

Saturday night, APRIL 16, 2022

HONOR LOVED ONES/CELEBRATE EVENTS
Dedicate a new MAHZOR LEV SHALEM
High Holy Day prayer-book in honor of a loved one or event
— or in memory of someone special

Donation: $50 -

Submit your wording to be inscribed
on the bookplate & placed on the inside cover.

STAY SAFE & HEALTHY!

Join us 7:30 pm Erev Shabbat/Friday
10 am Shabbat/Saturday
Virtually via on-line ZOOM
We want to see & hear each other!
No computer? - then join by phone!

Join us for an inspiring and fun-filled evening

Info/details to Follow
YOM HASHOAH PROGRAM
THURSDAY, APRIL 28, 2022

Join us for a program of songs, poems, and
reflections as we stand as a community
in support of

NEVER AGAIN!

SAVE THE DATE/details to follow
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
I was thinking about how I came to Temple Judea, when I first
came, when I became a member and how it evolved into me being
your president. We each have our own Temple Judea “origin
stories.”
Here’s mine. To start at the beginning, I have to tell you how I got
to California. It began with my parents who came to visit my dad’s
sister the winter after he retired. They liked what was then Leisure
World so much they decided to put in an offer on a place and to
their great surprise (and fear?!) it was accepted and in early 1986
they became owners in Leisure World. Every winter thereafter they
were snowbirds, getting out of the Michigan cold.
I began my yearly visits to my parents in California that December.
I was still teaching so my visits were limited to a school vacation
once a year. I came to love being in California. (It didn’t hurt to
have a respite from the cold winter either!) Occasionally during
these visits, I would go with my parents to Temple Judea on a
Friday night when Sheldon Marshall (who was a relative of a
relative) was the Cantorial Soloist.
My connection to Temple Judea really began in 2001. My mother
died and my father made a permanent move to California. I began
to visit more frequently and needed to find a place to say Kaddish
for my mother. I came to Temple Judea. I came not only on
Shabbat but to the Minyans on Monday and Thursday mornings
where I was enveloped and embraced (both figuratively and
physically) and welcomed. Ed Fleishman z’’l always greeted me
(and everyone) with a hug and such warmth, as did all the Minyan
regulars at that time. I made my first Temple friend, Rachel Jacobs
z’’l, at Minyan and sat with her at services throughout the years
she was at Temple. This was the beginning of my Temple Judea
connection.
From then on, every time I visited my dad, I would go to Minyan
and Shabbat services to see all these wonderful, caring, warm
people. I retired in 2004 and then became a snowbird like my
parents had been. To be honest, at that point I checked out some
other synagogues and did “test drives”. Some were more
welcoming than others but none as much as Temple Judea. I
decided that Temple Judea was my best choice. I would be here
every winter and visit my dad more frequently the rest of the year.
My daughter had also moved to LA, so all the more reason for
frequent visits. I got to know more and more people and Temple
Judea became my synagogue home away from home. Eventually I
decided that even though I was only out here some of the time, it
was time to actually join and become a member, even though I still
belonged to a shul in Michigan. That was about 16 years ago and
I’ve been a member ever since.
How did I get involved in Temple Judea? Rachel Jacobs invited
me to join the Religious Committee but I declined because I was
out here only part-time. It was a good excuse that I knew wouldn’t
last once I made my permanent move in 2014. Sure enough,
Rachel wasted no time in again asking me to be on the Religious
Committee and this time I had no excuse. Michele Dorris asked me
to join the Membership Committee also and now I was a really
active participant in the Temple. When Rachel moved, President
Lori Clayton, asked me to co-chair the Religious Committee which
I accepted and continue to do. Next thing I know, I’m elected to
the Board, as a Vice President and then President.
I found a home here at Temple Judea, both spiritual and familial. I
have made wonderful friends and built a life here at the Temple.
Temple Judea is immensely important in my life and to me
personally.
If you would like to share your Temple Judea “origin story”, I
would be happy to hear it. I hope you feel Temple Judea is as
much your home as I feel it is mine.

Best always,

Sandy Shapiro

President
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THOUGHTS FROM OUR RABBI
As a young boy I remember being fascinated by
rockets & space travel. I recall vividly Russia’s
launch of Sputnik and JFK’s challenging us to
reach the moon. Yet, the middle of winter is a
somber time for the spaceflight community. The 3
worst tragedies of NASA's manned space
program fall within 6 days on the calendar, from
Jan 27 to Feb 1: the 3 tragedies are: Apollo 1, a
few years before Armstrong & Aldrin walked on
the Moon; space shuttle Challenger, watched by millions around the
world; and space shuttle Columbia.
The loss of the Apollo 1 crew (along w/ the spacecraft) Jan 27, 1967
several weeks before its intended launch date was a severe setback for
America's lunar ambition. Apollo 1 was to carry Gus Grissom, Ed
White & Roger Chaffee into low Earth orbit on February 21, 1967, the
1st launch in a series to culminate in a pair of American astronauts
walking on the Moon's surface in July 1969. Instead, Jan 27, 1967 all
3 suffocated when fire broke out in the Command Module during what
was thought to be a low-risk test; the subsequent inquiry by NASA
found much needed remedying before any more manned Apollo fights.
By the mid-1980s, Space Shuttle launches began to make spaceflight
seem routine. So routine it was planned to carry a school teacher Christa McAuliffe into space. January 28, 1986 despite unusually cold
temperatures, the launch went ahead. 73 seconds later, Challenger
broke up high over the Atlantic Ocean. Also on board was Judy Resnik
who hated being referred to as the 1st Jewish astronaut. While Soviet
cosmonaut Boris Volynov was the 1st Jew in space, Akron, Ohio-born
Resnik was the first American Jew to leave the Earth’s atmosphere. In
the late 70s there were only - white - male – astronauts; then under
pressure, NASA finally decided to recruit women and minorities. Of
1,000+ women who applied, Resnik became 1 of 6 women selected.
Her Rabbi said before her 1st space flight in 1984, Resnik had stopped
at his office with her father, asking for a blessing. He prayed the
traditional Jewish prayer/As she goes in peace, so may she return in
peace. His eulogy quoted from Hannah Senesh’s famous poem,
“Blessed is the Match,” he said Resnik “felt the need to extend the
horizons of America and the world, to reach great heights, and to
enhance life on this planet Earth… She was the match & the flame in
which she was consumed.” This is her 36th yahrzeit.
On the 28th mission of the space shuttle Columbia, disaster struck. Feb
1, 2003, the orbiter’s wing was damaged on take-off. On re-entry
Columbia broke up 200,000 feet above Texas, killing Ilan Ramon and
6 other crew members on board. Israel and the U.S. mourned the
astronauts' deaths alongside Ramon's wife & 4 children. Ramon felt he
bore the responsibility of representing his fellow Israelis in space.
Ramon carried the Jewish tradition into orbit as well. Among the
artifacts he took was a Torah scroll that had been through the BergenBelsen concentration camp. His mother and grandmother were both
Holocaust survivors. He kept the tradition of Shabbat Kiddush on the
shuttle, reading from a page where he had handwritten the prayer. In
his last interview before the mission, Ramon celebrated the
responsibility of Israel's pride in their first astronaut. "...It's very
important for the Israelis to have something happy in their lives, so I'm
very lucky to be helping them." This is his 19th yahrzeit.
May we hold in our hearts the lives lost in these tragedies.

B’vrachot, blessings,

Rabbi Dennis
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SCHOOL NEWS
Our Hebrew School students are the greatest! — They are
learning prayers, songs, & Jewish history.
Sure hope you are all keeping safe, healthy and calm
during this challenging global pandemic.
Social distancing will not get in the way of our learning
about the Treasure of Judaism.
Join our Virtual Classroom via ZOOM, at our regular
class times: 4:30 pm Wednesdays; 10:00 am on Shabbat.

Click the email link to join us...
Meeting ID: 977-014-2663
If you are having problems joining the Virtual Classroom
please do ring me up at 949-683-9182

Neal Linson Volunteer Educator
PLEASE LET US KNOW

In the event of an illness or another reason that you feel
requires the Rabbi’s attention, please call 949.830.0470

HELP BUILD OUR FUTURE

An easy way is to make a charitable gift through your
will. Simply use these words in drafting your will: “I
give and bequeath unto Temple Judea, a
nonprofit corporation, that is recognized as
exempt from tax under Section 501(c)(3) of
the Internal Revenue Code, ID# 95-2503535
the sum of $____ to be used for general
purposes.” If you don’t wish to specify an amount,
you may wish to state the amount as a percentage of
your estate. Your assets remain in your control during
your lifetime and you’re able to modify your bequest
should circumstances change. Please let us know if
we can be of assistance to you or your advisors.

STAY SAFE & HEALTHY!

Via ZOOM 7:30 pm Erev Shabbat/Friday
&
10:00 am Shabbat/ Saturday
No computer? - call in by phone!

578 East San Bernardino Road
Covina, California 91723

Eric
Eric Rothman
Rothman FDR
FDR 810
810
Sandra
B.
Fine
FDR
Sandra B. Fine FDR 1502
1502
Sandra B. Fine FDR1502

To include a Personal Message in our monthly Bulletin,
EMAIL your message (up to 20 words) & send a $15 donation
to our Office before the 10th. (Up to 30 words ~ $25)
Dear Friends, Thank you so much for being there for me
during Shiva Minyan for my dear sister. Your contributions in
her memory, your cards and emails helped me a lot. With
much love and appreciation,

Rebbetzen Sima Linson

Dear Judea family, Thank you for your contributions in my
honor. I appreciate it very much. It is my privilege and joy to
be your Hazzan. I look forward to see you in person as soon
as it's safe to enjoy our services together. Shalom u’vrachah,

Cantor Josef Chazan
Use link on website
for Temple Judea
to earn 0.5%
of your purchases.
Help in a creative way
donate for our future.

MOVING ON

The Bereavement group led by Fran Chalin meets
virtually on Mondays at 10 a.m. The group provides the
opportunity to share experiences, hear how others deal
with grief, receive support and discover ways to cope
with feelings of sadness and loss.
There’s no fee; pre-registration is required.
To register, call Cantor Fran Chalin at 714.921.2273

HELP TEMPLE JUDEA

Link your Ralph’s rewards card to TEMPLE JUDEA
and a portion of what you spend will be donated
to support our community. Ralph’s will donate 1
to 4% of your purchases, up to $150 per month.
Follow these steps:
 Visit www.ralphs.com
 If you have not previously registered your
rewards card online, click "Register" on the
upper right & follow the instructions.
 If you have registered your rewards card
online, click "Sign In" on upper right; enter
your email address and password.
 Once you are signed in your account, click
"My Account" on the upper right to visit your
"Account Summary" page.
 Scroll to the bottom of page & click "Enroll"
under the "Community Rewards" section.
 When prompted to search for organization,
type in "Temple Judea"
 When listing for Temple Judea on Moulton
Pkwy #81537 appears, click the circle to the
left of our name.
 Then click the "Enroll" button.
Please enroll today www.ralphs.com
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Sisterhood News
Sisterhood Sponsors

FLOWERS / CAKE / KIDDUSH - Erev Shabbat & Shabbat

Celebrate your personal and/or family simcha together!

Greetings from OUR Gift Shop
Your one stop for everything Jewish

Tallit, Kippot, jewelry, See’s Candy certificates
Hours: By Appointment - Sandy Meyers 949.701.2367

Sisterhood Happenings
Our gift shop is open by appointment…
call Sandy at 949 701 2367.
Sincerely,
Sandy Meyers, President
HELP SISTERHOOD - CONTRIBUTE TO:
 Oneg Shabbat Fund - Friday nights
 Oneg Cake Sponsor for your simcha
 Attend a theater or trip event
 Buy self-write Tribute Cards (5 for $8)
**************************

SISTERHOOD
THEATER EVENT
We had fun at My Fair Lady!!
The COVID-19 vaccine is available
to all California residents ages 5 and up.
Healthcare providers in Orange County
(including pharmacies) are playing an essential role
in the distribution of COVID-19 vaccines.
For a list of providers in Orange County
visit occovid19.ochealthinfo.com to learn more.
Parents who want to protect their child/ren,
now you can.
Find a COVID-19 vaccine near you at
vaccines.gov
or by texting your zip code to 438829.

NOW - WAITING FOR

TOOTSIE

THE MUSICAL
DETAILS COMING SOON
**********

BLESSING FOR THOSE IN NEED OF HEALING

May the One who blessed our ancestors Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Sarah, Rebekah, Rachel, and Leah bless and heal all those who are
in need of healing. As those who came before us were blessed in the presence of communities that sustained them, so we too pray
for those among us that are in need of healing and those around the world who have no one to pray on their behalf for healing.
Send them comfort and relief speedily in our days and grant them a complete healing of body, mind, and spirit. Guard them
beneath the wings of your Shehinah. Blessed are you, Source of Life, who helps us to bring light where there is darkness, healing
where there is brokenness, and peace to all of the earth's inhabitants. And let us say Amen.

Leave a Lasting Legacy - Remember Temple Judea

Please follow our members, Terry Walowitz, and Claire and Meyer z”l Yourman, as
great examples of estate planning with their generous gifts made to Temple Judea.
Make an investment in Temple Judea through your 401(k), IRA or other retirement
plans. You can simply designate Temple Judea as a beneficiary of your retirement
plan. You can help ensure Temple Judea’s future by donating a bequest, gift annuity
and/or insurance policy. If you or your advisors have questions, please contact us.
Help continue our future as a center of Jewish life for your community.

March 2022
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OUTREACH LIAISON
We have been reaching out to those in need of healing, strength and recovery. We like to hear your voices
and we hope that we are a welcome interruption in your day.
We know we have looking at our iPads too frequently and we guess this is what is meant by ‘too much
screen time.’ Still we are uplifted to see you virtually on ZOOM at our Shabbat and holiday services. Stay
safe and stay healthy. Mazal tov to those who have been vaccinated with a booster.
Please call the Temple office with information: name and phone number of the person to be contacted and
please give us your name as well. We feel that this is our spiritual home and the spiritual health of all our
members matters to us. We welcome your help. Please let us know if you would volunteer to help with
phone calls.
Sincerely, Ro

Probolsky & Laura Lamden

Tree of Life

Acorns and Gold Leaves are available for purchase
to celebrate a special Simcha. Add to our Tree of Life
as a permanent dedication to meaningful events in
your life
949.830.0470

Leaves ~ $275 minimum
Acorns ~ $500 minimum

MEMORIAL PLAQUES
Consider honoring your loved ones
now... before prices increase
Memorial Plaque with light - three lines - $375
Large Plaque without a light - $800
Plaque in Sanctuary - $1,000
949.830.0470

CEMETERY PLOTS WAIT LIST
PACIFIC VIEW MEMORIAL PARK

MEMBER: $20,000 NON-MEMBER: $24,000

HARBOR LAWN MEMORIAL PARK
MEMBER: $6,000 NON-MEMBER: $7,500
949.830.0470

THE MERIDIAN AT LAGUNA
INDEPENDENT / ASSISTED LIVING / SKILLED NURSING

Five Star Quality Care
24552 Paseo de Valencia
Laguna Hills, CA 92653
Your loved one will receive the
ultimate in comfortable living
arrangements and personalized
care. Call today to schedule
your personal tour and receive
a free gift at 949-581-6111.

Sanctuary Seat Plaques

Seat dedication plaques are available for $500
949.830.0470

Jokes from the former Soviet Union
by her citizens…
Soviet car salesman to customer:
Purchase today, pay in full and you'll receive
your car ten years exactly from today.
Customer:
Will the delivery be morning or afternoon?
Salesman:
What's the difference? It's in ten years!
Customer:
I have a plumber coming in the morning.
---------------------------------------------Soviet Announcement throughout Russia:
Huge Orange shipment arriving tomorrow,
Come to Red Square at 10 AM. Oranges for
all!
10 AM Announcement in Red Square:
The shipment is less than expected and is
delayed. Come back at 12 Noon, and there
will be enough oranges for everyone except
Jews.
12 Noon Announcement in Red Square:
Shipment delayed & smaller than expected.
Come back at 2 PM; Oranges only for
members of the Communist Party.
2 PM Soviet Announcement:
Delivery of oranges was lost. No oranges!
Reactions by Communist Party members:
Those damn Jews knew at 10 AM that there
wouldn't be any oranges. Those Jews always
have it good.
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BREAKFAST CLUB
No date yet, we hope soon

Post-coronavirus
will resume the
First
Wednesday
of each month
10 AM - Bendat Social Hall

Ladies & Guests always welcome!

Breakfast donation: $5.00

DONATE YOUR CAR
We thank you in advance for your donated car.
Cars donated to Temple Judea are a great help to us.
If you know of a car needing a new home, call
Norm Kingston 949.679.2216. We will do the rest.
The proceeds of the sale from your generosity
BENEFIT our Temple and help build our future.

REACH OUT BY PHONE
or CARD TOUCH SOMEONE!
Both they - and you — will be glad you did!

CONDOLENCES
Temple Judea extends our deepest sympathies to
the families of

Bernie Roberts, friend of Lois Atkin
Rachel Levy, sister of Sima Linson
Sharon Chase, wife of Steven Chase
May they be remembered for a blessing

SAVE on Your Personal 2022 Tax Bill
Make a gift from your IRA before 12/31/2022 to support
Temple Judea, you benefit::
1. Gifts made from your IRA (up to $100,000)
are not reportable as taxable income.
2. Gifts qualify for the required minimum distribution (RMD)
which can lower your taxes.
Contact your IRA manager, request transfer to Temple Judea.

South County Outreach Food Pantry
VOLUNTEERS needed as well !!
Most-needed food items: Peanut butter, Jelly,
Canned fruit, Canned tuna,
Bags/boxes of Pasta, cans/jars of Pasta sauce,
Oatmeal, Cereal, Juice
Bagged beans, Bagged rice
Thank you for your donations. They are appreciated.
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Congratulations March Birthdays
4
Claire Yourman
7
Sandy Meyers
10
Robert Shapiro

12
Roberta Probolsky
Alan Rubinstein
17
Herb Sier
20
Arnold Miller

21
Hugh Toczek
25
Arnold Adler
Sandra Grifman
26
Steven Bleiweiss

Congratulations March Anniversaries
23
Neal & Dara Linson

24
26
Rabbi Dennis & Sima Linson John & Sandy Goodman

PERSONALIZED ACKNOWLEDGEMENT CARDS

$10 Remember dear ones on birthdays, anniversaries, memorials & life cycle occasions $10

RELIGIOUS COMMITTEE
Most years when I observe my parents’ yahrzeits they are eight days apart. This year, however, when I
checked the calendar they are almost a month and a half apart. What’s going on here? Well, I’m sure
you’ve guessed, as I already knew, that this is a leap year on our Hebrew calendar and that accounts for the
difference.
This year we have a leap year in our Hebrew calendar. We are all familiar with how a leap year works in
the secular calendar. Once every four years we add one day to the calendar, February 29. However, the
Hebrew calendar is much more complicated. The difference is that our secular calendar is solar (sun) based
while our Hebrew calendar is both lunar (moon) and solar based. What this means is that months are either
29 or 30 days corresponding to the 29 ½ day lunar cycle and years are either 12 or 13 months, corresponding
to the 12.4 solar cycle.
So what’s the problem and what’s the solution? The problem is that with a strictly lunar calendar there are
approximately 12.4 lunar months in every solar year, so a 12 month lunar calendar is about 11 days shorter
than a solar year. If something wasn’t done to compensate for this shortage, Nissan, for example, which is
supposed to be in the Spring season would occur 11 days earlier each year, eventually occurring in Winter,
Fall and then Summer before being in the Spring again. So what’s the solution? We know that the solution
is adding a whole month in a leap year.
I always thought that Adar II was the added month. I was surprised to find out that it is actually Adar I that
is the added month. Therefore, in a leap year Purim is in Adar II. We follow a 19 year cycle so as to realign
the lunar calendar with solar years, which means that Adar I is added in the 3rd, 6th, 8th, 11th, 14th, 17th and
19th years of the cycle. The current cycle began in the Jewish year 5758 (the year that began October 2,
1997). This is much more confusing than the one day we add every four years in the secular calendar.
To go back to my yahrzeit situation, my mother’s yahrzeit is in Shevat near the end of the month and my
father’s is in Adar II (he died in a leap year) and that accounts for the discrepancy occurring in leap years.
Oh my, so much to think about and learn. Happy Leap Year!

Sandy Shapiro
Co– Chair

Arnold Miller

Co-Chair
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Men’s Club Humor - by Arnie Miller

Wise Aging - Jewish Meditation

An elderly man on a Moped pulls up next to a doctor at a
street light. Looking at the shiny car, the old man asks the
doctor "What are you driving, sonny?”

by Rabbi Rachel Cowan / Dr. Linda Thal
This meditation is a calming way to start the day. Try it for
at least five minutes.

The doctor says, “A brand new 1,500 horse power Corvette. It
cost half a million dollars and can go 200 miles per hour.”
The Moped driver asks, “May I take a look inside?”
“Sure,” replies the doctor. The old man pokes his head in the
window, looks around and is rather impressed. “That's really
a pretty nice car, lots of fancy instruments and screens, but I'll
stick with my Moped.”
Just then the light changes, and the doctor decides to show the
old man exactly how powerful his sports car is. He pounds
the accelerator and his speedometer quickly reaches 100 miles
per hour.

Begin by establishing a sitting posture where your spine is
upright but not rigid, your shoulder blades are relaxed down
your back, your feet are touching the floor or a mat, and
where you are aware of the weight on your buttocks. Take a
few deep breaths and feel the sensation of your body’s
weight on the chair or cushion, any spots of tension,
perhaps tingling. Notice the sensations and try to let go of
any tension - perhaps by imagining yourself breathing into
it.

The doctor notices a dot in his rearview mirror. It seems to be
getting closer. The old man whips by him on the Moped
going much faster!

Take a few breaths and feel the expansion and contractions
in your body. Put your hand on your belly to feel your
breathing. Gradually bring your attention to your breath,
noting the air as it comes into your nostrils, and the warmer
air as it leaves, or the expansion and contraction of your
lungs, or the rising and falling of your abdomen.

Annoyed, the doctor floors the gas pedal and passes the old
man going 200 miles per hour. Ten seconds later, he looks in
his rearview mirror and again sees the Moped bearing down
on him. His car can’t go any faster. Suddenly, the Moped
plows into the back of the Corvette demolishing the rear end.

Sit still and notice these sensations. When your mind has
carried your attention elsewhere - as it inevitably will perhaps into the future, or over to your desk, or back to
something that happened earlier, notice that you are now
“thinking.”

The doctor stops, jumps out and unbelievably the old man is
still alive. He runs to the banged-up old guy and says, “I'm a
doctor. Is there anything I can do for you?”

At this point you have the choice of continuing with the
thought or of returning to your breath. Bring your attention
back to your breath and see if you can take three breaths in
and out without your mind turning to a new focus. When
another thought arise, you might picture it as a cloud
drifting in the sky or a feather floating in the air. You are
not thinking about the breath or about how to breathe in
some special way. You are simply feeling the breathing and
noticing the thinking.

The old man whispers, “You can unhook my suspenders from
your side-view mirror.

After establishing your concentration by paying attention to
your breath, bring to mind a phrase. For example, simply
“Thank you” or “gratitude fills me.” Or if you are
comfortable, “I am grateful before You.” Or in Hebrew,
Modeh ani l’fanecha (for a man) / Modah ani l’fanecha (or
a woman). Let the phrase float like a thought, on your
breath, in and out. When thinking carries you away fom
feeling, come back to your breath or to your phrase.
After five minutes, gently open your eyes and notice how
your body feels. With time, you will be able to extend the
number of minutes you sit. See if over time you cn extend
the time to fifteen or even twenty minutes. The longer you
sit, the greater the impact of the meditation on your
physical and emotional well being.
READ the book:

Wise Aging

Living with Joy, Resilience, & SpiritTo that end, Ramon
carried the Jewish tradition into orbit as well. Among
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CONTRIBUTIONS TO OUR TEMPLE
Week ending 1/21

MEMORIALS:
Rose & Bernie Linson in memory of her father Isadore Vinokur
Aniko Klein in memory of her father Milton Klein
Howard Lieberman in memory of his friend Linda Delfin
Mike & Ann Alpert in memory of his grandmother Rebecca Alpert
Steven & Mary Bleiweiss in memory of his mother Bertha Bleiweiss
SHABBAT KIDDUSH LUNCH FUND:
Maggie Blackwell honored on her birthday by Marvin Mandel
Rose Linson honored on her birthday by Marvin Mandel
Maggie Blackwell honored on her birthday by Rose & Bernie Linson
Maggie Blackwell honored on her birthday by Terry Walowitz
Rose Linson honored on her birthday by Terry Walowitz
Maggie Blackwell honored on her birthday by Sandy Shapiro
Rose Linson honored on her birthday by Sandy Shapiro
Maggie Blackwell honored on her birthday by Celia Markovitz
Rose Linson honored on her birthday by Celia Markovitz
Maggie Blackwell honored on her birthday by Sandi Bothwick
Maggie Blackwell honored on her birthday by Laura Lamden
Rose Linson honored on her birthday by Laura Lamden
NEW MEMBERSHIP SUPPORT FUND:
Rose Linson honored on her birthday by Michele Dorris
Maggie Blackwell honored on her birthday by Steve & Sunny Schwartz
TORAH MAINTENANCE FUND:
Maggie Blackwell honored on her birthday by Sandy Meyers
Rose Linson honored on her birthday by Sandy Meyers
Maggie Blackwell honored on her birthday by Jean Janowsky
Rose Linson honored on her birthday by Jean Janowsky

Week ending 1/28

MEMORIALS:
Miriam Jost in memory of her father Joseph Jost
Sandy Shapiro in memory of her mother Molly Shapiro
Rosella Elkind in memory of her husband Aaron Elkind
Marvin Mandel in memory of his wife Esther Mandel
Steven & Mary Bleiweiss in memory of his father Herman Bleiweiss
SHABBAT KIDDUSH LUNCH FUND:
Supported by Catherine Rubenstein
Supported by Lois Atkin
Rose Linson honored on her birthday by Lois Atkin
Health, strength, recovery to Shelli Arlow by Sandy Shapiro
Cantor Chazan honored on his JTS Doctor of Music by Rabbi Dennis & Sima
Cantor Chazan honored on his JTS Doctor of Music by Terry Walowitz

Use this link from our website for

Temple Judea

to earn 0.5%
of your purchases.
Help us use
a creative way
to donate
for our future.
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PURIM: Exodus to Esther
by Sam Glaser

It would make sense to start the
Jewish calendar year on Rosh Hashanah,
literally the “head of the year,” the
anniversary of the creation of humans, but
that’s not how it goes in our Torah. Just as
we are about to leave Egypt, with great
signs
and
wonders,
the
first
commandment given to the nation is
initializing the calendar. Therefore, the
Jewish year actually begins with Nissan,
the month of Pesach, making the
preceding month of Adar the last one of
the year. Adar is both a time to celebrate
and a season of reckoning.
The secret of Adar is concealed
behind the “mask” of Purim. The scroll
we read, Megillat Esther, is one of the
closing entries in the Jewish biblical
canon and interestingly, has no mention
of God’s name. We start the year with the
Pesach Haggadah and its manifold
recitations of gratitude to God for the
miracles performed on our behalf. By the
end of the Jewish calendar year, God is
out of the dialogue and it’s all about
Mordechai and Queen Esther.
What has changed? Over the
Jewish year, we transition from an
emphasis on God’s revealed hand in our
redemption (Exodus) to a focus on the
action of individuals while God operates
behind the scenes (Esther). The message:
God is always with us, even when God’s
presence is hidden. In order to retain our
freedom of choice, God is precisely
concealed, to the exact degree that we
must strive to find God. This spiritual
awareness is the engine of our enhanced
joy during this special month. Megillat
Esther can be translated as “revealing the
hidden.” This remarkable tome serves as a
lesson plan for perceiving God’s hand
behind all events, for all time.
Continued on page 10 —
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Temple Judea

CONTRIBUTIONS TO OUR TEMPLE
Week ending 2/4

MEMORIALS:
Annette Ross in memory of her grandfather Simon Kublin
Susan & Stuart Flechner in memory of her father Abe Richmond
Susan & Stuart Flechner in memory of his mother Anne Flechner
Laura Lamden in memory of her mother Mary Soroky
Sandy Shapiro in memory of Bernie Roberts, friend of Lois Atkin
Gayle Jacobson in memory of her grandmother Hannah Applebaum
Howard Lieberman in memory of family friend Paul Cohen
Rosella Elkind in memory of her husband Aaron Elkind
Frank & Suzanne Model in memory of his cousin Edward Friedberg
Terry Walowitz in memory of Bernie Roberts, friend of Lois Atkin
SHABBAT KIDDUSH LUNCH FUND:
Cantor Chazan honored on his JTS Doctor of Music by Anim Mener
Cantor Chazan honored on his JTS Doctor of Music by Marla & Barry Jacobs
Marcia Satz honored on her birthday by Sandy Shapiro
Cantor Chazan honored on his JTS Doctor of Music by Linda/Arthur Greenberg
Catherine Rubenstein & Alan Rubinstein in memory of Bernie Roberts
Cantor Chazan honored on his Doctor of Music by Catherine Rubenstein & Alan
Brian Probolsky honored on his birthday by Terry Walowitz
Sandi Bothwick in memory of Bernie Roberts, friend of Lois Atkin
RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND:
Jean Janowsky in memory of Bernie Roberts, friend of Lois Atkin
NEW MEMBERSHIP SUPPORT FUND:
Brian Probolsky honored on his birthday by Michele Dorris
Cantor Chazan honored on his JTS Doctor of Music by Michele Dorris
Michele Dorris in memory of Bernie Roberts, friend of Lois Atkin
TORAH MAINTENANCE FUND:
Brian Probolsky honored on his birthday by Sandy Shapiro
Brian Probolsky honored on his birthday by Jean Janowsky
Marcia Satz honored on her birthday by Jean Janowsky
Brian Probolsky honored on his birthday by Sandy Meyers
Marcia Satz honored on her birthday by Sandy Meyers
PRAYERBOOK DEDICATION—MACHZOR LEV SHALEM:
Cantor Chazan honored on his JTS Doctor of Music by Sandy Shapiro

Week ending 2/11

MEMORIALS:
Laura Lamden in memory of Bernie Roberts, friend of Lois Atkin
Ro Probolsky in memory of Rachel Levy, sister of Sima Linson
Sandy Shapiro in memory of Sharon Chase, wife of Steven Chase
SHABBAT KIDDUSH LUNCH FUND:
Lois Atkin honored on her birthday by Terry Walowitz
Brian Probolsky honored on his birthday by Marvin Mandel
Lois Atkin honored on her birthday by Marvin Mandel
Sandy Shapiro in memory of Rachel Levy, sister of Sima Linson
Henry Nahoum in memory of Bernie Roberts, friend of Lois Atkin
Henry Nahoum in memory of Rachel Levy, sister of Sima Linson
Michele Dorris in memory of Rachel Levy, sister of Sima Linson
Brian Probolsky honored on his birthday by Celia Markovitz
Laura Lamden in memory of Rachel Levy, sister of Sima Linson
RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND:
Supported by Terry Walowitz
Jean Janowsky in memory of Rachel Levy, sister of Sima Linson
Anim Mener in memory of Rachel Levy, sister of Sima Linson
Susan Flignor & Herb Sier in memory of Rachel Levy, sister of Sima Linson
Mitchel Shiffman in memory of Bernie Roberts, friend of Lois Atkin
Jean Janowsky in memory of Sharon Chase, wife of Steven Chase
Marla & Barry Jacobs in memory of Rachel Levy, sister of Sima Linson
TORAH MAINTENANCE FUND:
Lois Atkin honored on her birthday by Sandy Shapiro
Lois Atkin honored on he birthday by Sandy Meyers
Sandy Meyers in memory of Rachel Levy, sister of Sima Linson

March 2022

...continued from page 9

The month of Adar provides us with the
opportunity to bask in the emunah (faith) we have
crafted over the Jewish calendar year. Every
holiday, beginning with our national homecoming
(Pesach), receiving the Torah (Shavuot) and then the
High Holidays and Sukkot, serves to bolster our
perception of this invisible shield of divine love and
protection. By Purim, we rejoice in a seemingly
“God-less” story, knowing with simple faith that
God’s grace is behind all the triumphs and mishaps
in our lives. The true goal of Adar is to perceive the
good in “bad breaks” -- accepting joy AND pain
without despair.
One of the central tenets of Judaism is that
each of us has a crucial role in Tikkun Olam. This is
emphasized at the climax of the Purim story: when
Queen Esther is given the chance to be the hero by
Uncle Mordechai, he warns her, “If you remain
silent at this time, relief and deliverance for the Jews
will come from another place” (Esther 4:14).
Thankfully, she saves the day. All of us are faced
with this fundamental challenge. We can opt in or
relegate ourselves to the sidelines. God will get the
job done regardless. I say: let’s go for it!
Purim should be celebrated with heartfelt
exuberance. Take advantage of the transformative
power of the four special mitzvah opportunities:
hear the Megillah chanted both night and day, give
substantially to the needy, offer neighbors packages
of a few items of food as a token of friendship and
eat a hearty meal at the end of the day. For many of
us, intoxication gets us to a place where the heart is
opened; we can love more readily and tears of joy
can flow. For some of us, getting intoxicated is a
mistake. For me, personally, after a few l’chaims,
my empathy muscle is stronger and charity becomes
even more natural.
Let us apply the lessons of Purim yearround. Acknowledge the miracle of God’s
stewardship behind the scrim of our lives. Be there
for a friend with a gift of food, the gift of time and a
patient ear. Seek out opportunities to serve the
needy. Be deeply grateful for the feeling of
belongingness to this remarkable nation. Share
words of Torah with a lighthearted song and a smile.
May we always seek to emulate the courage of
Queen Esther; not standing idly by with all the
challenges facing our people and the entire world.
Sam Glaser is a per for mer in Los Angeles. He has r eleased
25 albums, he produces music in his Glaser Musicworks
recording studio, his book The Joy of Judaism is an Amazon
bestseller. Visit him online at www.samglaser.com.

14

9 am Minyan
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