
Laguna Hills  
Tevet / Shevat 5782                                                                           January 2022  
Volume 58 No. 1 www.templejudealw.org Like us on Facebook-Temple Judea of Laguna Hills 

UPCOMING  EVENTS  

  

HONOR LOVED ONES/CELEBRATE EVENTS 

Dedicate a new MAHZOR LEV SHALEM 
High Holy Day prayer-book in honor of a loved one or event 

ð or in memory of someone special 

Donation: $50  -  Submit your wording to be inscribed 
on the bookplate & placed on the inside cover. 

SISTERHOOD THEATER EVENT 
 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 23, 2022 
 

SOLD OUT  -  WAIT LIST ONLY 
 

óMY FAIR LADYô 
 

$48 ð bus leaves Gate 3: 11:45 AM 
Call Gayle 510.837.8353 or Sandy 949.701.2367 

 

Proof of vaccination & masks may be required 

TU BISHVAT SEDER 

Celebrate the New Year of the Trees! 
Shabbat, following services, Jan 15, 2022 
Mystically connect - 4 cups of wine/juice & lunch 

INSTALLATION of 2022 Board & Officers 
Before Jan 6 - Members $10, non-members $15 
Reservations with payment by Monday 1/10/2022 

WELCOMING OUR INCOMING 
2022 OFFICERS & DIRECTORS 
 

President:   Sandy Shapiro  
 

Vice President:  Arnold Miller      (2022) 

    Ro Probolsky     (2023) 

Treasurer:   Brian Probolsky (2023) 

Secretary:   Lisse Wukelich  (2023) 

Past President:  Jean Janowsky 
 

Board of Directors ~ Term ending 12/31/2022 
Sandi Bothwick  Linda Greenberg 
Marcia Satz  Eva Toczek 
 

Board of Directors ~ Term ending 12/31/2023 
Michele Dorris  Marla Jacobs 
Laura Lamden  Neal Linson 
 

Menôs Club President Marvin Mandel 
 

Sisterhood President Sandy Meyers 

2022 One-Month Community Scholar Program 

The Text Demands Interpretation: 
THE TORAH OF HADAR live from NYC 

Whole Month of JANUARY, 2022 
No Cost to attend via ZOOM - REGISTER 

 

Tues, Jan 4th (12:30 PM): What to Do When You Donôt Know  
 

Tues, Jan 11, 18, 25 (12:30 PM): A Taste of Women's Midrash 
 

Wed, Jan 5, 12, 19, 26 (5:00 PM): The Torah of Music  
 

Thu, Jan 6, 13, 20, 27 (12:30 PM): Praying/Unlocking Meaning  
 

Sun, Jan 9, 16, 23 (5:00 PM): Pride and Privilege, Speaking Up 
 

Patrons: Thu, Jan 13th (5:00 PM): God in the Midst of Grief  
 

Sun, Jan30th (5:00 PM): Finding God in Nature and Torah 
 

https://occsp.net/csp-21st-annual-one-month-scholar-series/ 



 

We live in an age obsessed with innovation. 
Who would have thought several years ago - 
the biggest hotel company in the world - 
would have no hotels; the biggest taxi 
company in the world - would have no taxis; 
one of the biggest restaurant companies in 
the world - would have not restaurants; or 

weôd need no physical storage to house a lifetime supply of 
books, films or music at our fingertips.  
 

In so many ways this pandemic has propelled us further. Who 
would have thought just two years ago our virtual world would 
have transformed - as it has done, we can with a few clicks 
bring items to our doorstep in hours or a day or two; the need 
for business travel has been virtually mitigated overnight; we 
can sit at home in our shorts or pjôs and attend synagogue. 
 

We are conquering space as never before, yet mastery of inner-
space remains as elusive as ever. We have built what one 
thought leader has argued - óa lonely worldô. We are digitally 
connected as never before -- yet we are socially isolated.  
 

The virus has shone a light on a yet more challenging mental 
health pandemic. In our quest for whatôs next? What's new? We 
have lost our sense of the eternal. 
 

Many of us have travelled to other countries and locales. There 
is nothing like travel to remind us how often proximity makes 
us intolerant. In another country, when we see a custom -- 
different from our own, we think, -- ówell they have different 
assumptions and ideas here.ô  
 

Yet, when we see our fellow citizens or neighbors differ from 
us, we rage against their idiocy; we are unable to imagine how 
they could not agree with our own views. 
 

Our Sages, Rabbis of antiquity, had a wise principle: ñThe 
frequent takes precedence over the rare.ò So a holiday that 
comes all of the time, like Shabbat, takes precedence over 
holidays that come once a year.  
 

According to the same principle, we should be kinder to our 
family than to strangers. Yet often we do precisely the reverse: 
distance activates our empathy.  
 

Our country and our lives would be better - if we could imagine 
our fellow citizens as foreign, our family as strangers ð only 
for the purposes of giving them the space to be different. Love 
those who are like us when they are unlike us.  
 

Have the heart of a traveler at home. 
Raise our ability to listen, increase our curiosity to learn. 

[adapted from Simon Eder & Rabbi David Wolpe] 
 

                    Bõvrachot, blessings, Rabbi Dennis  
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As we celebrate the start of the secular new year, 2022, we also 
celebrate Tuô BiShvat, the new year of the trees, and a new year of 
Temple leadership.  Your new Officers and Board Members are being 
installed to move Temple Judea ahead in the new year. 
I thank our outgoing Officers and Board Members for their years of 
outstanding work on behalf of our Temple.  We remember Henry 
Moser zôôl who served on the Board for many years including a term 
as Vice President.  He worked on and chaired our Building and 
Maintenance Committee and also was very thoughtful in offering 
opinions and ideas.  In addition to his work on the Board, he was 
active in our Menôs Club and served as its Treasurer.  His presence is 
missed.  Jean Selner served as Secretary for many years and was very 
conscientious and thorough, making sure our minutes were an 
accurate record of our meetings and decisions.  While still a Temple 
member, Jean has moved from California, is based in Texas while she 
also nomads around the country.  It was a pleasure to work with her 
and I look forward to working with Lisse Wukelich who has returned 
to the Secretary position.  Lisse is also our Memorial Services Chair.  
Our last outgoing officer is Vice President Neil Kuritsky, who is our 
Security Chair and has done an enormous job of securing grants, 
determining what security upgrades are necessary and seeing that the 
work gets done.  I thank each of them for their devotion and service to 
the Temple. 
I am happy that the rest of our Officers and Board Members will be 
continuing in their roles.  They have made valuable contributions and 
work to do what is best for our Temple.  I have previously thanked 
our Treasurer, Brian Probolsky, for all his efforts to find ways to save 
money while increasing our income.  Vice President, Arnold Miller, 
continues to serve as Religious Committee Co-Chair, always a busy 
job.  Ro Probolsky initiated our Outreach Committee and continues to 
call our members in need, sharing making the calls with Laura 
Lamden.  Laura also serves as our Publicity Chair.  Sandy Meyers is 
our Social/Ways and Means Chair and is anxiously waiting to plan a 
wonderful program when we fully reopen.  She is also Sisterhood 
President in partnership with Marvin Mandel, our Menôs Club 
President.  Thanks again to Board Member Sandi Bothwick for 
spearheading our turf replacement project.  Sandi also served on the 
Nominating Committee with Michele Dorris and Ro Probolsky.  I 
thank them for their very hard work in completing the slate of 
incoming Officers and Board Members.  
A committee that has worked very hard these last 7+ months is our 
Reopening Committee.  They are Sandi Bothwick, Michele Dorris, 
Linda Greenberg, Laura Lamden, Sandy Meyers, Brian Probolsky, 
Dr. Herb Sier, Lisse Wukelich and Rabbi Linson.  They have been 
very thoughtful as we worked together to safely begin to return to a 
more ñnormalò synagogue life. 
I would be remiss if I didnôt thank our clergy, Rabbi Dennis Linson, 
Cantor Josef Chazan and Cantorial Soloist Susan Kotses for all they 
have done during this unusual time and for all they continue to do to 
ensure our strong religious life.  Thanks to our Rebbetzin, Sima 
Linson, for our Shabbat lunches (which we welcome having again).  
She made a beautiful Chanukah lunch and celebration for our return 
to in-person services.  Sima and Loretta have continued to man our 
office throughout the pandemic. 
As we begin a new year, I look forward to working again with our 
returning Officers and Board Members.  In addition to those Iôve 
already mentioned, Marcia Satz and Eva Toczek return to Board 
positions.  Jean Janowsky continues to offer insight and wisdom as 
our Past President. 
I look forward to welcoming our new Board Members, Marla Jacobs 
and Neal Linson.  I know they will be assets to our Board. 
I hope you will join us on Shabbat morning, January 15, when we will 
install our Officers and Board Members for 2022 at our Tu BiShvat 
Seder/Installation Luncheon.  Our Tu BiShvat Seder is a wonderful 
tradition here at Temple Judea and is lovingly prepared by Sima, and 
is followed by a delicious lunch also prepared by Sima.  I look 
forward to seeing you there as we install and welcome our incoming 
Officers and Board Members.   
I wish you all a happy and healthy 2022. 

Best always,   Sandy Shapiro  President 

THOUGHTS FROM OUR RABBI 



To include a Personal Message in our monthly Bulletin, 
EMAIL your message (up to 20 words) & send a $15 donation 
to our Office before the 10th. (Up to 30 words ~ $25)  
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Eric Rothman  FDR 810 
Sandra B. Fine FDR 1502 

Sandra B. Fine FDR1502 

SCHOOL NEWS 

PLEASE LET US KNOW 
In the event of  an illness  or another reason  that you  feel 
requires the Rabbiôs attention,  please call 949.830.0470 
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MOVING ON 
The Bereavement group led by Fran Chalin meets  
virtually on Mondays at 10 a.m. The group provides the 
opportunity to share experiences, hear how others deal 
with grief, receive support and discover ways to cope 
with feelings of sadness and loss.  
Thereôs no fee; pre-registration is required.  
To register, call Cantor Fran Chalin at 714.921.2273  

CONVERSATIONAL HEBREW 
Beginning class forming for Jan 2022 
Needed - minimum of 7 students 

able to read & write Hebrew - 949.830.0470 

Our Hebrew School students are the greatest! ð They are 
learning prayers, songs, & Jewish history. 
 

Sure hope you are all keeping safe, healthy and calm 
during this challenging global pandemic. 
  

Social distancing will not get in the way of our learning 
about the Treasure of Judaism. 
Join our Virtual Classroom via ZOOM, at our regular 
class times: 4:30 pm Wednesdays; 10:00 am on Shabbat. 
  

Click the email link to join us... 
Meeting ID: 977-014-2663 
  

If you are having problems joining the Virtual Classroom 
please do ring me up at 949-683-9182 
 

          Neal Linson Volunteer Educator 

HELP BUILD OUR FUTURE 
An easy way is to make a charitable gift through your 

will. Simply use these words in drafting your will: ñI 
give and bequeath unto Temple Judea, a 
nonprofit corporation, that is recognized as 
exempt from tax under Section 501(c)(3) of 
the Internal Revenue Code, ID# 95 -2503535 
the sum of $____ to be used for general 
�S�X�U�S�R�V�H�V���µ��If you donôt wish to specify an amount, 
you may wish to state the amount as a percentage of 
your estate. Your assets remain in your control during 
your lifetime and youôre able to modify your bequest 
should circumstances change. Please let us know if 
we can be of assistance to you or your advisors.  

 

Dear Friends, Thank you for thinking of me. I appreciate 
the cards, the gifts and your contributions to Temple 
Judea on my belated birthday. With much love and 
blessings,  

Rabbi Dennis Linson 
 

Thank you for the cards and contributions to Temple 
Judea for  my birthday. You made my special day. 

Sam & Rita Bidner 
 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR YOM KIPPUR DONATIONS 

Eric Rothman  FDR 810 
Sandra B. Fine FDR 1502 

578 East San Bernardino Road 
Covina, California 91723 

Use link on website 
for Temple Judea 
to earn 0.5%  

of your purchases.  
Help in a creative way 
donate for our future. 


