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Like us on Facebook-Temple Judea of Laguna Hills

UPCOMING EVENTS
Yom Kippur/Kol Nidre Pledges To Date

Thank you for your needed support at this important time.
Arnie Adler
Lois Atkin
Ron & Ulla Barr
Sam & Rita Bidner
Maggie Blackwell
Steven & Mary Bleiweiss
Pamela Busansky
Ronni Cantor
Steve & Sharon Chase
Cantor & Linda Chazan
Michele Dorris
Rosella Elkind
Rita Feblowicz
Rosalind Flicker
Elaine Gold
Linda & Arthur Greenberg
June Greenwald
Sandra Grifman
Fran Frazer & Mayer Gusik
Susan & Sara Hargis
Lauren Heitner
Marla & Barry Jacobs
Gayle Jacobson
Jean Janowsky
Doreen/Norman Kingston
Barbara & Joe LaFranca
Laura Lamden
Bernard & Rose Linson
Neal & Dara Linson
Rabbi & Sima Linson
Marvin Mandel
Giving thanks for your help

Rich/Frances Mandelsohn
Celia Markovitz
Gideon Markus
Anim Mener
Richard Merkatz
Sandy Meyers
Connie Miller
Joyce Moser
Henry Nahoum
Mike & Myra Neben
Al & Gail Papish
Brian & Sharon Probolsky
Ro Probolsky
Sam & Kate Roth
Alan Rubinstein
George & Janis Schnitzer
Ken Schwartz
Steve & Sunny Schwartz
Jean Selner
Sandy Shapiro
Vivian Sheldon
Mitchell Shiffman
Ben & Karen Shwachman
Susan Flignor & Herb Sier
Donna Simon
Eleanor Starr
Eva & Hugh Toczek
Terry Walowitz
Lisse Wukelich
Please help & add your name

HONOR LOVED ONES/CELEBRATE EVENTS
Dedicate a new MAHZOR LEV SHALEM
High Holy Day prayer-book in honor of a loved one or event
— or in memory of someone special
Donation: $50 - Submit your wording to be inscribed
on the bookplate & placed on the inside cover.

SISTERHOOD THEATER EVENT
SUNDAY, JANUARY 23, 2022
OC PERFORMING ARTS CTR

‘MY FAIR LADY’
$48 — bus leaves Gate 3: 11:45 AM

Call Gayle 510.837.8353 or Sandy 949.701.2637
Checks payable to Temple Judea
Proof of vaccination & masks may be required

MENORAH
LIGHTING at home
Lighting the

Chanukiah

5:30 pm via ZOOM
Each Night

Nov 28 - Dec 5
Day 1 - 8 at 5:30 pm
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Resilience and hope are part of our Jewish DNA. All we have to do
to see this is look at Israel, built in part from the remnants of the
Holocaust with its determined survivors and having a national anthem
titled Hatikvah, The Hope. It is hope for better tomorrows that keeps
us moving forward. It is where we are this moment, hope for better
tomorrows, that guides us back to reopening our Temple.
Beginning on Saturday, December 4, we welcome you back to inperson Shabbat morning services. We look forward to seeing you in
our beautiful Berlin sanctuary at 10 am.
We also invite you to join us each Shabbat following services for a
delicious lunch where we can again visit and schmooze with each
other just like in the “good old days”. Since December 4 is
Chanukah, our lunch will be a double celebration – Chanukah and
being together at Temple again.
We recognize that not everyone may be ready to attend in-person.
Our Shabbat morning services will be “live streaming” via Zoom so
our service is available to all. Friday night Shabbat services will
continue via Zoom only at this time.
Since we are still in a pandemic, we must be mindful of what is
happening with COVID-19 in the community and we will again have
in place protocols and requirements for attendance. We must also
recognize that if the situation changes and worsens, we may again be
forced to pivot.
We require everyone attending in-person to be fully vaccinated (two
doses of Pfizer or Moderna or one dose of Johnson & Johnson). If
you have not already done so, you must present documentation of
your vaccination, one time only, to the Temple office. You may bring
a copy in person or send it via email or regular mail. You may also
send a photo or your vaccination card. We will keep this information
on file.
In order to attend in person, you must register each week by filling
out our registration form every week or by calling the office. Each
person attending must pre-register including guests and caregivers.
(You may pre-register those added names by email or calling the
office.) You will also at the same time indicate whether you will be
staying for lunch that week. If you have not pre-registered in
advance, please do not come to Temple as you will not be admitted.
We welcome all guests to join us as long as they follow the same
procedure. Please call our office for further information.
We ask that anyone who is not feeling well, has a fever, is exhibiting
symptoms or has been exposed to anyone who is sick to please not
come to the Temple.
We recommend that those in attendance wear a mask. We will also
facilitate social distancing by assigning your seat at which you will
have your own siddur and tallit (if needed) to be used each week.
We are constantly discussing and re-evaluating our policies and
procedures as new information, medical knowledge and regulations
become available and as conditions may change in the community.
We want to return to synagogue life safely.
I always think of each of you and what is best for our Temple. Now I
again look forward to seeing you and greeting you in person at our
Temple Judea. Let’s move forward with resilience and hope.
Warm regards,

Sandy Shapiro

President
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THOUGHTS FROM OUR RABBI
You may have heard this Jewish joke: On a hot
summer day in the old country, a decrepit train
was slowly making its way across the Pale of
Settlement in Russia. It was hot, dusty, and
miserable. What made things even worse was an
old man in the back moaning. “Oy, I’m so thirsty,
I’m so thirsty,” he repeated over and over.
Finally, another passenger, sick of all the
kvetching, said: “Here, have some of my water.
Only please stop moaning!” The old man took a drink, and sure
enough, for a few minutes he was quiet. Then he moaned again, “Oy, I
was so thirsty!”
We Jews love to kvetch. If you stop and think about it, many of our
holidays are like this. On Passover, we remember how we kvetched in
Egypt. Even Hanukkah, initially a celebration of an unlikely military
victory, became filled with stories of woe, like the tale of Hannah and
her children, which made me sad in Hebrew school.
Yet there is something powerful about this remembered kvetching, and
ironically, it has something to do with gratitude — or giving thanks.
Remembering how we’ve suffered in the past helps us cultivate
gratitude for the blessings we have right now. We repeat at our
Passover Seder, “Once we were slaves, and now we are free.”
Rabbi Jay Michaelson writes that “most of us take for granted the
freedoms we enjoy every day.” The injunction to remember and even
imaginatively re-experience this past servitude helps undo the natural
human inclination to take what is given for granted. In this way,
gratitude acts as a counterweight to our built-in negativity bias. We’re
evolutionarily wired to kvetch, to notice what’s wrong more than
what’s right. That propensity served us well in primeval times: Those
who didn’t get annoyed by the rustle in the bushes got eaten.
Nowadays, negativity bias makes us miserable. The Buddhist teacher
Thich Nhat Hanh once said: when you get over a toothache, you might
experience relief for a day or two. How many of us woke up today
grateful for not having a toothache?
The intentional cultivation of gratitude - our daily blessings of
thanksgiving for health - this intention of counting our blessings - is an
essential practice of happiness. Most importantly, this remembrance of
kvetches past, can, and ought to, inspire empathy and solidarity.
By remembering what it is like to be enslaved, I recommit myself to
ending oppression everywhere. By recognizing my good fortune, I
commit myself to lessening the suffering of others. “Do not mistreat or
oppress a stranger, for you were strangers in the land of Egypt,”
admonishes Exodus 22:21 — a lesson many still resist today.
That ethical imperative even applies to remembrance rituals
themselves. For example, in our American holiday – the Thanksgiving
myth is largely fictional, it is still rooted in European colonialism and
the murder of too many Native Americans. So even as Thanksgiving
invites gratitude, that gratitude, in turn, invites a reckoning with our
American experience of how we treated native people.
In this way, the cultivation of gratitude expands beyond selfish
appreciation – and moves us toward ethical responsibility. The
remembrance of kvetching is the beginning of morality. All of this is
especially true this year, when many of us may be gathering with
family and friends in ways we didn’t last Thanksgiving. There is so
much to be thankful for, as we emerge from the worst of the pandemic:
the astonishing advances of science, the shared sacrifices we made to
protect one another, the heroism of healthcare and other essential
workers, and so much more. These are not to be taken for granted, as
the foundations of Western civilization — reason, science, critical
thinking, the social contract, the public square — are being attacked by
forces of selfishness, ignorance, and conspiracy-mongering.
Now more than ever there is an ethical imperative to reflect, in the
words of our Shehechiyanu blessing, on what really brought us to this
moment, what sustained us and enabled us to reach this day.
All of us are walking around traumatized by the past 20 months. We
all have experienced grief, rage, and fear - that is often too painful to
touch. Our vulnerability, our shared human kvetch, can bring us
together. This Thanksgiving can be a time for that shared reflection.
Most of us made it, though too many of us here and abroad did not.
We were slaves, and now we are free. We were so thirsty, and now we
can take a drink. Now is a time to give thanks, to grieve, and to
recommit to the truths that sustain us.
B’vrachot, blessings, Rabbi Dennis
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SCHOOL NEWS
Our Hebrew School students are the greatest! — They are
learning prayers, songs, & special foods for Chanukah.
Sure hope you are all keeping safe, healthy and calm
during this challenging global pandemic.
Social distancing will not get in the way of our learning
about the Treasure of Judaism.
Join our Virtual Classroom via ZOOM, at our regular
class times: 4:30 pm Wednesdays; 10:00 am on Shabbat.

Click the email link to join us...
Meeting ID: 977-014-2663
If you are having problems joining the Virtual Classroom
please do ring me up at 949-683-9182

Neal Linson Volunteer Educator
PLEASE LET US KNOW

In the event of an illness or another reason that you feel
requires the Rabbi’s attention, please call 949.830.0470

HELP BUILD OUR FUTURE

An easy way is to make a charitable gift through your
will. Simply use these words in drafting your will: “I
give and bequeath unto Temple Judea, a
nonprofit corporation, that is recognized as
exempt from tax under Section 501(c)(3) of
the Internal Revenue Code, ID# 95-2503535
the sum of $____ to be used for general
purposes.” If you don’t wish to specify an amount,
you may wish to state the amount as a percentage of
your estate. Your assets remain in your control during
your lifetime and you’re able to modify your bequest
should circumstances change. Please let us know if
we can be of assistance to you or your advisors.

CONVERSATIONAL HEBREW
Beginning class forming for Jan 2022
Needed - minimum of 7 students
able to read & write Hebrew - 949.830.0470

578 East San Bernardino Road
Covina, California 91723

Eric
Eric Rothman
Rothman FDR
FDR 810
810
Sandra
B.
Fine
FDR
Sandra B. Fine FDR 1502
1502
Sandra B. Fine FDR1502

To include a Personal Message in our monthly Bulletin,
EMAIL your message (up to 20 words) & send a $15 donation
to our Office before the 10th. (Up to 30 words ~ $25)

Dear Friends, Thank you for thinking of me. I appreciate
it so much and I feel blessed to be part of this caring
community. Thanks for the cards, the gifts and your
contributions to Temple Judea in honor of my birthday.
With much love and blessings,
Rabbi Dennis Linson
THANK YOU FOR YOUR YOM KIPPUR DONATIONS
Use link on website
for Temple Judea
to earn 0.5%
of your purchases.
Help in a creative way
donate for our future.

MOVING ON

The Bereavement group led by Fran Chalin meets
virtually on Mondays at 10 a.m. The group provides the
opportunity to share experiences, hear how others deal
with grief, receive support and discover ways to cope
with feelings of sadness and loss.
There’s no fee; pre-registration is required.
To register, call Cantor Fran Chalin at 714.921.2273

HELP TEMPLE JUDEA

Link your Ralph’s rewards card to TEMPLE JUDEA
and a portion of what you spend will be donated
to support our community. Ralph’s will donate 1
to 4% of your purchases, up to $150 per month.
Follow these steps:
 Visit www.ralphs.com
 If you have not previously registered your
rewards card online, click "Register" on the
upper right & follow the instructions.
 If you have registered your rewards card
online, click "Sign In" on upper right; enter
your email address and password.
 Once you are signed in your account, click
"My Account" on the upper right to visit your
"Account Summary" page.
 Scroll to the bottom of page & click "Enroll"
under the "Community Rewards" section.
 When prompted to search for organization,
type in "Temple Judea"
 When listing for Temple Judea on Moulton
Pkwy #81537 appears, click the circle to the
left of our name.
 Then click the "Enroll" button.
Please enroll today www.ralphs.com
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Sisterhood News
Sisterhood Sponsors

FLOWERS / CAKE / KIDDUSH - Erev Shabbat & Shabbat

Celebrate your personal and/or family simcha together!

Greetings from OUR Gift Shop
Your one stop for everything Jewish

Tallit, Kippot, jewelry, See’s Candy certificates
Hours: By Appointment - Sandy Meyers 949.701.2367

Sisterhood Happenings
Our gift shop is open by appointment…
call Sandy at 949 701 2367.
Sincerely,
Sandy Meyers, President
HELP SISTERHOOD - CONTRIBUTE TO:
 Oneg Shabbat Fund - Friday nights
 Oneg Cake Sponsor for your simcha
 Attend a theater or trip event
 Buy self-write Tribute Cards (5 for $8)
**************************

SISTERHOOD
THEATER EVENT
SUNDAY, JANUARY 23, 2022
OC PERFORMING ARTS CTR
The COVID-19 vaccine is available
to all California residents ages 5 and up.
Healthcare providers in Orange County
(including pharmacies) are playing an essential role
in the distribution of COVID-19 vaccines.
For a list of providers in Orange County
visit occovid19.ochealthinfo.com to learn more.
Parents who want to protect their child/ren,
now you can.
Find a COVID-19 vaccine near you at
vaccines.gov
or by texting your zip code to 438829.

‘MY FAIR LADY’
$48 — bus leaves Gate 3: 11:45 AM
Call Gayle 510.837.8353 or Sandy 949.701.2367

Checks payable to Temple Judea
Proof of vaccination/masks may be required
**********

BLESSING FOR THOSE IN NEED OF HEALING

May the One who blessed our ancestors Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Sarah, Rebekah, Rachel, and Leah bless and heal all those who are
in need of healing. As those who came before us were blessed in the presence of communities that sustained them, so we too pray
for those among us that are in need of healing and those around the world who have no one to pray on their behalf for healing.
Send them comfort and relief speedily in our days and grant them a complete healing of body, mind, and spirit. Guard them
beneath the wings of your Shehinah. Blessed are you, Source of Life, who helps us to bring light where there is darkness, healing
where there is brokenness, and peace to all of the earth's inhabitants. And let us say Amen.

Leave a Lasting Legacy - Remember Temple Judea

Please follow our members, Terry Walowitz, and Claire and Meyer z”l Yourman, as
great examples of estate planning with their generous gifts made to Temple Judea.
Make an investment in Temple Judea through your 401(k), IRA or other retirement
plans. You can simply designate Temple Judea as a beneficiary of your retirement
plan. You can help ensure Temple Judea’s future by donating a bequest, gift annuity
and/or insurance policy. If you or your advisors have questions, please contact us.
Help continue our future as a center of Jewish life for your community.
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OUTREACH LIAISON
We have been reaching out to those in need of healing, strength and recovery. We like to hear your voices
and we hope that we are a welcome interruption in your day.
We know we have looking at our iPads too frequently and we guess this is what is meant by ‘too much
screen time.’ Still we are uplifted to see you virtually on ZOOM at our Shabbat and holiday services. Stay
safe and stay healthy. Mazal tov to those who have been vaccinated with a booster.
Please call the Temple office with information: name and phone number of the person to be contacted and
please give us your name as well. We feel that this is our spiritual home and the spiritual health of all our
members matters to us. We welcome your help. Please let us know if you would volunteer to help with
phone calls.
Sincerely, Ro

Probolsky & Laura Lamden

Tree of Life

Acorns and Gold Leaves are available for purchase
to celebrate a special Simcha. Add to our Tree of Life
as a permanent dedication to meaningful events in
your life
949.830.0470

Leaves ~ $275 minimum
Acorns ~ $500 minimum

MEMORIAL PLAQUES
Consider honoring your loved ones
now... before prices increase
Memorial Plaque with light - three lines - $375
Large Plaque without a light - $800
Plaque in Sanctuary - $1,000
949.830.0470

CEMETERY PLOTS

PACIFIC VIEW MEMORIAL PARK

MEMBER: $20,000 NON-MEMBER: $24,000

HARBOR LAWN MEMORIAL PARK
MEMBER: $6,000 NON-MEMBER: $7,500
949.830.0470

THE MERIDIAN AT LAGUNA
INDEPENDENT / ASSISTED LIVING / SKILLED NURSING

Five Star Quality Care
24552 Paseo de Valencia
Laguna Hills, CA 92653
Your loved one will receive the
ultimate in comfortable living
arrangements and personalized
care. Call today to schedule
your personal tour and receive
a free gift at 949-581-6111.

Sanctuary Seat Plaques

Seat dedication plaques are available for $500
949.830.0470

Chanukah: I Have a Dream!
by Sam Glaser

For eight nights, starting with the twenty-fifth
of the month of Kislev, Jews celebrate the 165
BCE victory of the Maccabees, a brave troop of
priest-warriors that vanquished the mighty
Syrian-Greeks.
Every winter, we commemorate this military
miracle by lighting the Chanukah candles,
increasing the glow of spirituality in the world
and saluting those who keep the dream of
freedom alive. Interestingly, the Torah portions
we read at this time of the year also highlight
dreamers—we learn about the visions of our
patriarch Yaakov and his son Yosef, followed
by Pharaoh’s butler and baker and then Pharaoh
himself. The resounding theme of the power of
dreams offers us hope amidst darkness, echoing
the prophet Zechariah's motto, “not by might
but by spirit” shall we all live in peace. Every
single flame on every Chanukiah (Chanukah
menorah) is a small victory, a reminder of the
triumph of good over evil throughout history.
This holiday recalls those dreamers, from
biblical times to the present, who were
committed to the transformation of a barbaric
world into one of liberty and justice for all.
Moreover, we are reassured of the efficacy of
the secret weapon in our arsenal, the power of
dreams.

Continued on page 9 —
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QUOTABLES:
One thing that I’ve tried to do is to keep my imagination
young
Stephen King, 74
I’m a person whose biggest hobby is laughing. I love
being raucous, which is one of the things that really
annoyed by husband.
Rita Moreno, 89
I seldom get down or depressed. I don’t want to waste a
minute when I could be enjoying life.
Dick Van Dyke, 95

WITTY & WISE:
Ed: Did you like working at the unemployment office?
Fred: Not really. Even when they fired me, I still had to
come in.

December 2021

BREAKFAST CLUB
No date yet, we hope soon

Post-coronavirus
will resume the
First
Wednesday
of each month
10 AM - Bendat Social Hall

Ladies & Guests always welcome!

Breakfast donation: $5.00

How does a talking calculator work?
The results speak for themselves.
Frank: Is your wife still putting glue on your hunting
gear?
Hank: She denies it, but I’m sticking to my guns.
Fran: How much do you weigh?
Stan: About 200 pounds, with my glasses on.
Fran: How much do you weigh with them off?
Stan: I don’t know, I can’t read the numbers.
Feeling Good about Yourself?
Have a kid draw a picture of you.
You know you’re old
When you clean your house
To the music you used to dance to.

REACH OUT BY PHONE
or CARD TOUCH SOMEONE!
Both they - and you — will be glad you did!

SAVE on Your Personal 2021 Tax Bill
Make a gift from your IRA before 12/31/2021 to support
Temple Judea, you benefit::
1. Gifts made from your IRA (up to $100,000)
are not reportable as taxable income.
2. Gifts qualify for the required minimum distribution (RMD)
which can lower your taxes.
Contact your IRA manager, request transfer to Temple Judea.

DONATE YOUR CAR
We thank you in advance for your donated car.
Cars donated to Temple Judea are a great help to us.
If you know of a car needing a new home, call
Norm Kingston 949.679.2216. We will do the rest.
The proceeds of the sale from your generosity
BENEFIT our Temple and help build our future.

South County Outreach Food Pantry
VOLUNTEERS needed as well !!
Most-needed food items: Peanut butter, Jelly,
Canned fruit, Canned tuna,
Bags/boxes of Pasta, cans/jars of Pasta sauce,
Oatmeal, Cereal, Juice
Bagged beans, Bagged rice
Thank you for your donations. They are appreciated.
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Congratulations December Birthdays
2
Susan Hargis

4
23
Cantor Josef Chazan Sam Bidner
9
Karen Pozzi

Congratulations December Anniversaries
19
Joe & Barbara LaFranca

PERSONALIZED ACKNOWLEDGEMENT CARDS

$10 Remember dear ones on birthdays, anniversaries, memorials & life cycle occasions $10

RELIGIOUS COMMITTEE
This year we almost have another Thanksgivukkah. However, Chanukah begins just after Thanksgiving,
with lighting the Chanukiah, the Chanukah menorah on Sunday night, November 28.
This month we continue a practice initiated in the October, 2021, bulletin of exploring a well known Jewish
prayer. Today’s focus is THE SHEMA.

ְׁשמַ ע יִ ְׁש ָראֵ ל יְׁ הוָה אֱ ֹלהֵ ינּו יְׁ הוָה אֶ ָ ָֽחד
HEAR O ISRAEL: THE LORD IS OUR GOD, THE LORD IS ONE.
This recitation of words from our Torah is part of the morning and evening Jewish prayer services and this
verse encapsulates the monotheistic essence of Judaism. Reciting this Torah verse twice a day is considered
a mitzvah. It is traditional (and a blessing) for a Jew to say The Shema as his/her last words before leaving
this world and for parents to teach their children to say it before they go to sleep at night.
The SHEMA comes directly from the verse in the Torah in the book of Deuteronomy Chapter 6, verse 4.
Rabbinic Judaism teaches that the Tetragrammaton ,(ה-ו-ה- )יYHWH, is the ineffable and actual name of
God, and as such is not read aloud in The Shema but is traditionally replaced with , אדניAdonai ("LORD").
For that reason, the Shema is recited aloud as
Sh'ma Yisrael Adonai Eloheinu Adonai Eḥad
("Hear, O Israel: the LORD is our God, the LORD is One.")
Just a few months ago we celebrated Rosh Hashanah and it was our pleasure to wish each and every Temple
Judea congregant and their families a healthy and happy new year 5782-style. In a short time, we will be
observing the secular new year 2022, hmmmm only 3,760 years difference. Once again, with much joy we
wish you all a wonderful new year.
Chag Chanukah Sameach, We are happy you are part of our Temple Judea family,

Sandy Shapiro
Co– Chair

Arnold Miller

Co-Chair
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Men’s Club Humor
by Arnold Miller
Chanukah versus Christmas
1. Xmas is one day, same day every year, December 25. Jews
also love December 25th. It's a paid day off work. We go to
movies and out for Chinese food. Chanukah is 8 days. It
starts the evening of the 25th of Kislev, whenever that falls.
2. Christmas is a major holiday. Chanukah is a minor holiday
with the same theme as most Jewish holidays. They tried to
kill us, we survived, let's eat.
3. Christians get wonderful presents such as jewelry, perfume,
stereos...Jews get practical presents such as underwear, socks,
or the collected works of the Rambam, which looks impressive on the bookshelf.
4. There is only one way to spell Christmas. No one can decide how to spell Chanukah, Chanukkah, Chanukka, Channukah, Hanukah, Hannukah, etc. Even if you are a terrible
speller, you can't go wrong.
5. Christmas is a time of great pressure for husbands and boyfriends. Their partners expect special gifts. Jews are relieved
of that burden. No one expects a diamond ring on Chanukah.
6. Christmas brings enormous electric bills. Candles are used
for Chanukah. We are spared enormous electric bills.
7. Christmas carols are beautiful...Silent Night, Come All Ye
Faithful… Chanukah songs are about dreidels made from clay
or having a party and dancing the hora.
8. A home preparing for Christmas smells wonderful from the
sweet smell of cookies and cakes baking. A home preparing
for Chanukah smells of oil, potatoes, and onions.
All in All… Better to stick with Chanukah!
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A Jewish Prayer for Healing
in the Coronavirus Pandemic
by Rabbi Guy Austrian

HaRachaman, Compassionate One,
You are "rofeh chol basar umafli la'asot,"
healer of bodies,
who does wondrous deeds.
The wondrous bodies
that You have made for us
now feel more fragile.
The openings by which
we perceive Your world
now feel more vulnerable.
We are anxious and frightened
by the uncertainty of what is to come.
We love the lives we lead,
and we fear what disruption may come.
We love our friends/families/neighbors,
our children, our elders;
we fear what illness may come.
We pray for healing,
of body and of spirit,
speedy and complete,
for all those who are ill from
the coronavirus,
both far from us and close to home.
Strengthen the hands of our caregivers.
Give of Your healing powers
to our medical personnel
and mental health professionals.
Give of Your wisdom to decision makers
and public health officials.
Strengthen our hearts
to confront this challenge.
Give us of Your discipline,
that we may not yield to panic & dread,
rather may we protect ourselves with
appropriate precaution
and calm determination.
Give us of Your compassion,
that we may not yield
to prejudice or bigotry,
rather may we reach out to our neighbors
with kindness and solidarity.
We are grateful for our bodies and life.
We are grateful for our communities
who see us and support us.
We are grateful for those
working to protect us.
We are grateful for Your love
and Your sheltering presence.
We know we are not alone.
Amen
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...continued from page 5

Jewish survival requires toughness
and fortitude, an indefatigable
resolve to advocate for liberty and
MEMORIALS:
self-expression. As a once enslaved
Sandy Shapiro in memory of her grandmother Bessie Shapiro
people, we instinctively rally against
Donna Simon in memory of her sister Ron Kirschner
injustice inflicted on any group.
SHABBAT KIDDUSH LUNCH FUND:
Chanukah further refines the
Mayer Gusik honored on his birthday by Marvin Mandel
Passover message of freedom,
Mayer Gusik honored on his birthday by Terry Walowitz
emphasizing that bondage can also
Supported by Catherine Rubenstein
be spiritual. Our endurance is
Connie Miller honored on her birthday by Sandy Meyers
predicated upon our ability to learn
Sima Linson honored on her birthday by Sandy Meyers
Mayer Gusik honored on his birthday by Sandy Meyers
God’s word, to remain separate, to
Brian & Sharon Probolsky honored on their anniversary
worship as we choose. The Greeks
by Sandy Meyers prohibited the three things they
Sandy Shapiro honored on her birthday by Maggie Blackwell
perceived crucial to maintaining the
Henry Nahoum honored on his birthday by Maggie Blackwell
Jewish covenantal claim: observing
Sima Linson honored on her birthday by Maggie Blackwell
the Sabbath, commemorating Rosh
Mayer Gusik honored on his birthday by Maggie Blackwell
Chodesh and circumcision. Of
NEW MEMBERSHIP SUPPORT FUND:
course, these fundamental mitzvot
Mayer Gusik honored on his birthday by Michele Dorris
are not optional for sustained Joy of
Judaism and the Maccabees were
TORAH MAINTENNCE FUND:
compelled to take up arms. As we
Mayer Gusik honored on his birthday by Sandy Shapiro
know, the loss of enthusiasm for
these Jewish non-negotiables can
Week ending 10/29
smother our spark just as readily as
MEMORIALS:
the threat of physical annihilation.
Doreen & Norman Kingston in memory of
his mother Minnie Kingston Chanukah reminds us to “Keep the
Dream Alive” in spite of
Elizabeth Rose in memory of her daughter Minnia Rose
tribulations we face. During the week
Marla & Barry Jacobs in memory of her father Martin Ovitsky
of Chanukah, we can reflect on ALL
SHABBAT KIDDUSH LUNCH FUND:
injustices suffered by ALL people,
Anim Mener honored on her birthday by Sima & Rabbi Dennis
feeling a sense of unity with those
Anim Mener honored on her birthday by Terry Walowitz
afflicted throughout history and
today.
BEQUEST:
Honoring Temple Judea from Alyse Reisman z”l
The standard box of Chanukah
candles contains forty-four candles.
We light “double chai” (thirty-six)
Use this link from our website for
over the eight nights to fulfill the
Temple Judea
mitzvah. Perhaps this represents
to earn 0.5%
chai (life) for the Jews and another
of your purchases.
chai for our dream of peace for all
Help us use
nations. The eight leftover candles
a creative way
in the box serve as the shamash
to donate
(servant/aide) for each night. Why?
for our future.
Continued on page 10 —
Week ending 10/22
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Temple Judea

CONTRIBUTIONS TO OUR TEMPLE
Week ending 11/5
MEMORIALS:

Richard Merkatz in memory of his mother Peal Merkatz
Stanley Broffman in memory of his father Joseph Broffman
Alan Rubinstein in memory of his grandmother Chaia Rubinstein
Donna Simon in memory of her father Aaron Zimbler
Toni Sherman in memory of her father Irving Sholin

SHABBAT KIDDUSH LUNCH FUND:

Barry Jacobs honored on his birthday by Celia Markovitz
Marla Jacobs honored on her birthday by Celia Markovitz
Sandi Bothwick honored on her birthday by Marvin Mandel
Linda & Arthur Greenberg honored on their anniversary by Laura Lamden
Sandi Bothwick honored on her birthday by Laura Lamden

TORAH MAINTENANCE FUND:

Barry Jacobs honored on his birthday by Sandy Meyers
Marla Jacobs honored on her birthday by Sandy Meyers
Sandi Bothwick honored on her birthday by Sandy Meyers
Linda & Arthur Greenberg honored on their anniversary by Sandy Meyers
Barry Jacobs honored on his birthday by Jean Janowsky
Marla Jacobs honored on her birthday by Jean Janowsky

Week ending 11/12
MEMORIALS:

Lisa Telson in memory of her husband Michael Telson
Pam Busansky in memory of her husband Stanley Busansky
Helen Tischler in memory of her friend Harry Maisel
Barbara Kevles in memory of her father David Kevles
Celia Markovitz in memory of her husband Ed Markovitz
Sandy Shapiro in memory of her grandmother Anna Liebowitz Araten
Lisse Wukelich in memory of Dvorah, sister of Teri Broleman

SHABBAT KIDDUSH LUNCH FUND:

Rabbi Dennis honored on his birthday by Marvin Mandel
Rabbi Dennis honored on his birthday by Laura Lamden
Rabbi Dennis honored on his birthday by Eleanor Starr
Ronni Cantor honored on her birthday by Eleanor Starr
Sandi Bothwick honored on her birthday by Lisse Wukelich
Barry Jacobs honored on his birthday by Terry Walowitz
Marla Jacobs honored on her birthday by Terry Walowitz
Barry Jacobs honored on his birthday by Sandy Shapiro
Marla Jacobs honored on her birthday by Sandy Shapiro

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND:

Rabbi Dennis honored on his birthday by Terry Walowitz
Rabbi Dennis honored on his birthday by Sandy Shapiro

NEW MEMBERSHIP SUPPORT FUND:

Rabbi Dennis honored on his birthday by Celia Markovitz
Mazal tov on their new home to Iris & Sophia Erlich by Lisse Wukelich
Sandi Bothwick honored on her birthday by Sandy Shapiro

TORAH MAINTENACE FUND:

Rabbi Dennis honored on his birthday by Sandy Meyers
Rabbi Dennis honored on his birthday by Jean Janowsky
Linda & Arthur Greenberg honored on their anniversary by Sandy Shapiro

December 2021

...continued from page 9

We light the shamash first, make the
bracha and then use it to light the
others, one the first night, two the
second night, and so on. But more than
just igniting the others, the shamash
serves an important function. Halacha
dictates we can’t use the Chanukah
lights for practical purposes like reading
or working. These lights are purely
spiritual and are solely for our
metaphysical enjoyment. If we read by
the light of the chanukiah, it’s the
shamash’s light we’re using. That’s how
holy and special the main lights are! So
don’t light and run. Avoid the urge to
rush into presents, dreidle spinning and
a latke feast. Sit and enjoy the candles.
Take a deep breath, relax, converse with
family and friends, or just sit alone and
ponder the simple everyday gifts we get
from our Creator. Most importantly, use
the holy moments to rekindle your own
dreams.
Chanukah is the time to remember that
the battle of the Maccabees must be
fought in every generation. Like Yaakov
and Yosef, whose stories illuminate this
season, we must reclaim our connection
with the dreams of our people, but not
at the expense of our connection with
all of humanity. We will continue to
fight for a distinct Jewish identity while
making this world a better place for all
people and all nations. Let us realize Dr.
Martin Luther King’s dream of a “day
when all of God’s children, black men
and white men, Jews and gentiles,
Protestants and Catholics, will be able
to join hands and sing together with the
words of the old folk song, “Free at last,
free at last, great God Almighty, we are
free at last.”
Sam Glaser is a per for mer in Los Angeles. He has
released 25 albums, he produces music in his Glaser
Musicworks recording studio, his book The Joy of
Judaism is an Amazon bestseller. Visit him online at
www.samglaser.com.
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