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UPCOMING EVENTS
It was evening, it was morning,

the FIRST day. It was good!
Shabbat morning 10:00 am Saturday
August 7th, 14th, 21st, 28th.

Initial guidelines to keep us all safe:
(may change as health conditions change)

Pre-registration required to attend service in-person.
Pre-register on-line, or call the office. If you do not
pre-register, you will not be able to attend.
Proof of vaccination is required to attend services.
Please send to the office via hardcopy, photo, email.
Service will start at 10:00 am, being targeted to end
at approximately 12:00 noon
There will be no Kiddush or lunch after services.
Access to our Shabbat service will continue online.
ZOOM meeting ID # 869 1025 6231

Your officers, board of directors & clergy
will continue to work together to provide
safe access to Temple Judea and to follow
the applicable guidelines for our situation.

TIME TO RE-CONNECT
High Holy Day In-Person Seating…
Time to re-connect to our Jewish Community

Temple Judea is a full-service synagogue
offering YOU the opportunity to connect
with your heritage, have fun,
be part of a community
and enjoy a feeling of belonging.

For 2021/5782 & beyond…
Just do it!
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Hooray! We have reopened! It was wonderful to
welcome some of you in person at Temple Judea at
our first in-person Shabbat service on July 24. We
are so happy to resume our Saturday morning
Shabbat services in person.
We are proceeding cautiously, taking little steps,
making changes as we go. If you are wondering
why we waited until July 24 to return to the Temple,
it is because Rabbi Dennis and Rebbetzen Sima had
planned a trip to welcome their newest grandson.
We wanted the Rabbi to be here in person when we
returned to the Temple so we set our reopening date
accordingly. Rabbi Dennis was so happy to greet
our members as they came back to the Temple.
We recognize that everyone has different comfort
levels at this point. Some of you couldn’t wait to
return in person. Some of you are still not ready to
come back in person. Like many synagogues and
organizations, we have a hybrid or multi-access
model – in-person services and online or phone
access through live streaming on Zoom which we
have been using throughout the pandemic. We are
happy to have you join us whichever way is best for
you.
For the time being Friday night Shabbat services
continue virtually on Zoom only and also on
Shabbat mornings, we are not having Kiddush or
lunch together in person. As we see how things
progress, we will make changes. I know that you
miss Sima’s lunches (me, too!) and sharing a meal
with your Temple friends. It is something we all
look forward to in the future.
We are working toward in-person High Holy Days
services. There will be more information about the
High Holy Days coming soon. Our goal, as always,
is to keep everyone safe and healthy and to return to
normal synagogue life safely!
I look forward to seeing you in person at Temple
Judea!

Sandy Shapiro

President
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THOUGHTS FROM OUR RABBI
For the first time, in a long time, there is hope in
the air. At our FIRST in-person Shabbat in close
to 18 months we said she’he’chyanu. The
vaccines debates are no longer about availability,
rather if enough people will take them. Still not a
time for a victory lap. 600,000+ people died in
our country, hot spots remain around the globe,
the bottom could drop out at any moment. Yet
there is hope in the air.
By my theology, I do not believe there is any providential purpose to
the pandemic; as the ailing Rabbi Hiyya said to Rabbi Yohanan in our
Talmud, “I welcome neither the suffering - nor its reward.” Yet
individually and collectively, we have adjusted, we have adapted, we
have confronted our mortality. We learned not every meeting needs to
be in person & taking a walk with a friend can be better than a lunch.
Beyond the obvious, are there more enduring take-aways we want to
bring with us going forward? Rabbi Elliot Cosgrove writes about three
take-aways to consider: appreciation, attention and intention.
First: Appreciation. - It shouldn’t take a pandemic to recognize our
precariousness & appreciate the blessings of our lives. To be healthy,
to have a roof over our head, to have the sun rise and set every day.
This was the 1st time since the odd-even gas lines of ’79 - I actually
thought about scarcity. For many, the pandemic brought families
closer — conversations about mortality, kids parenting parents, doing
shopping for them, setting up their computer needs.
This pandemic made us consider our family outside our biological
family. We’re reminded of the importance of community, because
we’ve missed it desperately and because community has been our
lifeline when we’ve done it virtually. It is not just - we appreciate life more than before. Now we appreciate that which matters -- more than
before. A values clarification -- I hope will endure long into the future.
Second: Attention. - All of us are paying attention to the cracks in our
society. Think about the term: “essential worker” -- prior to the
pandemic I cannot recall hearing it. A pandemic prompted millions of
women to drop out of the work force prompts us to ask about society’s
obligation to provide ample childcare. A pandemic spotlighted
educational disparities & make it obvious - infrastructure is not just
about roads & bridges - also about Wi-Fi access. What about health
care? Remember photos of hospital staff wearing garbage bags for lack
of proper protective wear? How did a pandemic catch us so off-guard?
This pandemic brought into view uncomfortable truths that both
preceded the pandemic and extend far beyond it. We now know what
happens in China does not stay in China. It is true of climate change,
immigration & a lot of other global forces that neither know nor care
about borders and boundaries. This pandemic has taught us how our
actions, wearing a mask or getting a vaccine, matter both for ourselves
and our community. These truths existed before the pandemic yet we
are paying attention in ways that we had not been before.
Third: Intention. - Now we know, more than ever, we cannot control
the world in which we live, yet we can seek to control those choices
where we do have control. Maybe because we realize - life is precious,
maybe because we’re coming out of our bubbles, people are rethinking
lifestyle, geography, career and otherwise. A collective and liberating
declaration of “Who wrote the rules?” as assumptions are questioned.
In work, in family, in community, now is the time to take steps to live
with increased intention — in a manner that reflects the active effort to
make our ideals a reality. I pray this pandemic soon will be less
dangerous & less intrusive to our lives. I look forward to the day when
a great grandchild calls me up for an interview about her social studies
assignment to speak to someone who lived during the time of the
“Great COVID-19 Pandemic.” That day is still a ways away.
Perhaps the best we can do right now is to emerge from this pandemic
a bit wiser, - a bit stronger - and changed for the better. Most
importantly, we can resolve to go forward with a greater appreciation
of our blessings, greater attention to our world in need of repair, and a
heightened commitment to live intentionally — filling our days with
purpose, meaning and impact.

Blessings, Rabbi Dennis
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SCHOOL NEWS
Our Hebrew School students are the greatest! — They are
learning prayers & Israel’s national anthem, Hatikvah.
Sure hope you are all keeping safe, healthy and calm
during this challenging global pandemic.
Social distancing will not get in the way of our learning
about the Treasure of Judaism.
Join our Virtual Classroom via ZOOM, at our regular
class times: 4:30 pm Wednesdays; 10:00 am on Shabbat.

Click the email link to join us...
Meeting ID: 977-014-2663
If you are having problems joining the Virtual Classroom
please do ring me up at 949-683-9182

Neal Linson Volunteer Educator
PLEASE LET US KNOW

In the event of an illness or another reason that you feel
requires the Rabbi’s attention, please call 949.830.0470

To include a Personal Message in our monthly Bulletin,
EMAIL your message (up to 20 words) & send a $15 donation
to our Office before the 10th. (Up to 30 words ~ $25)

Thank you so much for your contributions, cards and
good wishes honoring our newest grandson Oscar Ariel.
We appreciate your generosity and your friendship very
much. With love and hugs,
Sima & Rabbi Dennis
Volunteers needed: Are you interested in reaching out to
the community and telling our story in order to give
people the opportunity to become members and be part
of our family. Please call Sandy Shapiro, our president,
and volunteer.

REACH OUT BY PHONE
or CARD - TOUCH SOMEONE!

Both they and you will be glad you did!

HELP BUILD OUR FUTURE

An easy way is to make a charitable gift through your
will. Simply use these words in drafting your will: “I
give and bequeath unto Temple Judea, a
nonprofit corporation, that is recognized as
exempt from tax under Section 501(c)(3) of
the Internal Revenue Code, ID# 95-2503535
the sum of $____ to be used for general
purposes.” If you don’t wish to specify an amount,
you may wish to state the amount as a percentage of
your estate. Your assets remain in your control during
your lifetime and you’re able to modify your bequest
should circumstances change. Please let us know if
we can be of assistance to you or your advisors.

SHMOOZE with Rabbi Dennis

WEEKLY CURRENT EVENT DIGEST
Thought provoking ideas & articles
Click the email link to read & learn...

578 East San Bernardino Road
Covina, California 91723

Eric
Eric Rothman
Rothman FDR
FDR 810
810
Sandra
B.
Fine
FDR
Sandra B. Fine FDR 1502
1502
Sandra B. Fine FDR1502

MOVING ON

The Bereavement group led by Fran Chalin meets
virtually on Mondays at 10 a.m. The group provides the
opportunity to share experiences, hear how others deal
with grief, receive support and discover ways to cope
with feelings of sadness and loss.
There’s no fee; pre-registration is required.
To register, call Cantor Fran Chalin at 714.921.2273

HELP TEMPLE JUDEA

Link your Ralph’s rewards card to TEMPLE JUDEA
and a portion of what you spend will be donated
to support our community. Ralph’s will donate 1
to 4% of your purchases, up to $150 per month.
Follow these steps:
 Visit www.ralphs.com
 If you have not previously registered your
rewards card online, click "Register" on the
upper right & follow the instructions.
 If you have registered your rewards card
online, click "Sign In" on upper right; enter
your email address and password.
 Once you are signed in your account, click
"My Account" on the upper right to visit your
"Account Summary" page.
 Scroll to the bottom of page & click "Enroll"
under the "Community Rewards" section.
 When prompted to search for organization,
type in "Temple Judea"
 When listing for Temple Judea on Moulton
Pkwy #81537 appears, click the circle to the
left of our name.
 Then click the "Enroll" button.
Please enroll today www.ralphs.com
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Sisterhood News
Sisterhood Sponsors

FLOWERS / CAKE / KIDDUSH - Erev Shabbat & Shabbat

Celebrate your personal and/or family simcha together!

Greetings from OUR Gift Shop
Your one stop for everything Jewish

Tallit, Kippot, jewelry, See’s Candy certificates
Hours: By Appointment - Sandy Meyers 949.701.2367

Sisterhood Happenings
Our gift shop is open by appointment/call
Sandy at 949 701 2367. Also, the gift shop will
be open again when the Men’s Club/Sisterhood
Breakfast Clubs restart on the first Wednesday
of each month. Come by & SHOP!
Sincerely,
Sandy Meyers, President
HELP SISTERHOOD - CONTRIBUTE TO:
 Oneg Shabbat Fund - Friday nights
 Oneg Cake Sponsor for your simcha
 Attend a theater or trip event
 Buy self-write Tribute Cards (5 for $8)
**************************

SISTERHOOD
THEATER EVENTS
Once this pandemic has passed
Then plan to Enjoy!
PRAYER FOR HEALING IN TIME OF THE PANDEMIC by Rabbi Guy Austrian
Give of Your healing powers to our medical personnel and mental health professionals.
Give of Your wisdom to decision makers and public health officials. Strengthen our hearts to confront this challenge.
Give us of Your discipline, that we may not yield to panic & dread, rather may we protect ourselves with appropriate
precaution and calm determination.
Give us of Your compassion, that we may not yield to prejudice or bigotry, rather may we reach out to our neighbors
with kindness and solidarity.
We are grateful for our bodies and our life.
We are grateful for our communities who see us and support us.
We are grateful for those working to protect us.
We are grateful for Your love and Your sheltering presence.
We know we are not alone. Amen

BLESSING FOR THOSE IN NEED OF HEALING

May the One who blessed our ancestors Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Sarah, Rebekah, Rachel, and Leah bless and heal all those who are
in need of healing. As those who came before us were blessed in the presence of communities that sustained them, so we too pray
for those among us that are in need of healing and those around the world who have no one to pray on their behalf for healing.
Send them comfort and relief speedily in our days and grant them a complete healing of body, mind, and spirit. Guard them
beneath the wings of your Shehinah. Blessed are you, Source of Life, who helps us to bring light where there is darkness, healing
where there is brokenness, and peace to all of the earth's inhabitants. And let us say Amen.

Leave a Lasting Legacy - Remember Temple Judea

Please follow our members, Terry Walowitz, and Claire and Meyer z”l Yourman, as
great examples of estate planning with their generous gifts made to Temple Judea.
Make an investment in Temple Judea through your 401(k), IRA or other retirement
plans. You can simply designate Temple Judea as a beneficiary of your retirement
plan. You can help ensure Temple Judea’s future by donating a bequest, gift annuity
and/or insurance policy. If you or your advisors have questions, please contact us.
Help continue our future as a center of Jewish life for your community.

August 2021

Temple Judea

5

OUTREACH LIAISON
At this time of staying at home, we have been doing our best to call and check-in on the members of our community.
We both enjoy volunteering to help reach out to our members. We like to hear your voices and hope that we are a
welcome interruption in your day. If you need anything, please call and let us know if we can help arrange it.
Hearing your ‘smiling’ voices gives us a lift as well. How much TV can we watch? When we know the TV ads and
commercials by heart and can sing the advertising melodies then we know it’s too much screen time. So it’s good
talking with you. Stay safe and healthy.
Please call the Temple office with information: name and phone number of the person to be contacted and please give
us your name as well. We feel that this is our spiritual home and the spiritual health of all our members matters to us.
We welcome your help. Please let us know if you would volunteer to help with phone calls.
Sincerely,

Ro Probolsky & Jean Selner

Tree of Life

Acorns and Gold Leaves are available for purchase
to celebrate a special Simcha. Add to our Tree of Life
as a permanent dedication to meaningful events in
your life
949.830.0470

Leaves ~ $275 minimum
Acorns ~ $500 minimum

MEMORIAL PLAQUES
Consider honoring your loved ones
now... before prices increase
Memorial Plaque with light - three lines - $375
Large Plaque without a light - $800
Plaque in Sanctuary - $1,000
949.830.0470

CEMETERY PLOTS

PACIFIC VIEW MEMORIAL PARK

MEMBER: $20,000 NON-MEMBER: $24,000

HARBOR LAWN MEMORIAL PARK
MEMBER: $6,000 NON-MEMBER: $7,500
949.830.0470

THE MERIDIAN AT LAGUNA
INDEPENDENT / ASSISTED LIVING / SKILLED NURSING

Five Star Quality Care
24552 Paseo de Valencia
Laguna Hills, CA 92653
Your loved one will receive the
ultimate in comfortable living
arrangements and personalized
care. Call today to schedule
your personal tour and receive
a free gift at 949-581-6111.

Sanctuary Seat Plaques

Seat dedication plaques are available for $500
949.830.0470

PLEASE HELP THOSE IN NEED

Bring canned & dry packaged foods
for our local food bank.
Place donations on the bench outside
& we will bring to the barrel in the lobby

Reward and Punishment:
The Gift of a Reprimand
by Sam Glaser
Jews believe in a loving God who is rooting for
every individual’s spiritual growth. Our liturgy is
filled with constant reminders of God’s love and
our prayers and rituals offer myriad opportunities
for returning God’s grace with grateful service. On
the other hand, our texts are rife with descriptions
of disastrous cause-and-effect chain reactions
resulting from arrogance, indifference and
infidelity. God’s love includes challenging us with
real life responses to our choices. The secret of true
love is tough love, the presence of consequences.
But it all starts with love.
People joke that Jews have cornered the market on
guilt. Common knowledge dictates that Christianity
is a religion of love while Jews are more in touch
with the “fear” side of the love-fear continuum. I’m
a big fan of the “love” side. I serve God as a partner
rather than overlord. Fear or awe is a crucial part of
the equation, however. Awe infers respect, an
awareness of power, a sense of wonder.

Continued on page 8 —

6

Temple Judea

August 2021

SURVEY SAYS:
While there will not be a Breakfast Club event in
August, the next one we hope will be very soon.

Black Holes and other strange phenomena
Two guys are walking through the woods one day
when they stumble across a big deep hole.
The first guy peers into it and says, “Wow! That
looks deep.”
The second guy says, “It sure does. Let’s throw a few
pebbles in there and see how deep it is. We’ll be able
to tell the depth by how long it takes for us to hear
the noise of the pebbles landing.”
So, they pick up a few pebbles and throw them in
and wait. Nothing. There’s no noise.
The first guy says, “Jeeez. That is really deep. Let’s
throw some larger rocks down there. It will be easier
to hear the noise they make.”
This time they pick up a couple of football-sized
rocks and toss them into the hole and wait… and
wait… Again, nothing.
They look at each other in amazement. Then the first
guy gets a determined look on his face and says,
“Hey, over here in the weeds, I see a railroad tie.
Help me carry it over. When we toss that heavy log
in, it’s gotta make some noise.”
So, the two of them drag the heavy railroad tie over
to the hole and heave it in. Once again, not a sound
comes from the hole.
Suddenly, out of the nearby woods, a goat appears.
It is running like the wind. It rushes towards the two
men, then right past them, running as fast as it’s legs
will carry it. Suddenly it leaps in the air and into the
hole.
The two men are astonished with what they’ve just
seen and look at each other in amazement.
Then, out of the woods comes a farmer who spots the
men and ambles over. He asks them, “Hey, you two
guys seen my goat out here?”
The first guy says, “You bet we did! Craziest thing I
ever saw. It came running like crazy and just jumped
into this hole and disappeared!”
“Nah”, says the farmer, “That couldn’t have been my
goat. My goat was chained to a railroad tie.”
Arnold Miller for

Marvin Mandel, President

Thank-you for your response to our survey on
willingness to return to in-person services.
We received 48 responses via email & paper copy.
100% - 'yes' we are fully vaccinated. (48)
0% - ‘no’ not vaccinated or in-process
Ready to return to in-person Shabbat morning
services (5 do not attend therefore did not answer):
84% - ready to return to services indoors. (36)
16% - not ready (7)
Reasons: 2 - not yet comfortable indoors
5 - prefer watching from home
Ready to attend in-person Rosh Hashanah and
Yom Kippur services:
96% - yes, attend in person (46)
4% - not sure (2)
Reasons: 1 may be in LA with family
1 really likes ZOOM

DONATE YOUR CAR
We thank you in advance for your donated car.
Cars donated to Temple Judea are a great help to us.
If you know of a car needing a new home, call
Norm Kingston 949.679.2216. We will do the rest.
The proceeds of the sale from your generosity
BENEFIT our Temple and help build our future.

South County Outreach Food Pantry
VOLUNTEERS needed as well !!
Most-needed food items: Peanut butter, Jelly,
Canned fruit, Canned tuna,
Pasta, Pasta sauce,
Oatmeal, Cereal, Juice
Bagged beans, Bagged rice
Thank you for your donations. They are appreciated.

SAVE on Your Personal 2021 Tax Bill
Make a gift from your IRA before 12/31/2021 to support
Temple Judea, you benefit::
1. Gifts made from your IRA (up to $100,000)
are not reportable as taxable income.
2. Gifts qualify for the required minimum distribution (RMD)
which can lower your taxes.
Contact your IRA manager, request transfer to Temple Judea.
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Congratulations August Birthdays
7
Shelly Gorenstein
20
Celia Markovitz
22
Janis Schnitzer

23
Henry Wengier
24
Michele Dorris
Vivian Sheldon

26
Richard Dorenstreich
30
Richard Merkatz

Congratulations August Anniversaries
4
Richard & Frances Mandelsohn
9
Richard & Debbie Dorenstreich

21
Charles & Shelly Gorenstein
30
Herb Sier & Susan Flignor

PERSONALIZED ACKNOWLEDGEMENT CARDS

$10 Remember dear ones on birthdays, anniversaries, memorials & life cycle occasions $10

RELIGIOUS COMMITTEE
On July 18th which equates to the 9th of Av in the Hebrew calendar, we observed Tisha B’Av, the
saddest day in the Jewish year. It commemorates the fall of the First (Solomon’s) and the Second
Temples in Jerusalem. The First Temple was captured and destroyed by the Babylonians in 586
BCE. The Second Temple was destroyed by the Romans in 70 CE.
There are seven Sabbaths and thus seven Haftarot, between Tisha B’Av and Rosh Hashanah. They
are collectively referred to as The Haftarot of Consolation and all come from the book of God’s
Prophet Isaiah. These Haftarot are positive and meant to comfort the people of Israel and proclaim
the restoration of The Temple, Jerusalem and the State of Israel to the People of Zion.
The positivity of these Haftarot is based on historical facts. When the Babylonians captured Israel
in 586 BCE they destroyed the Kingdom of Judea and deported a large percentage of the population
to the banks of the Euphrates in Babylon, which is in present day Iraq. The exile lasted 47 years
until Babylon was captured by Cyrus, the founder of the Persian Empire. To the Persians, the
Babylonian’s idol worship was hateful. Cyrus treated the prisoners of Babylon favorably and he
restored the exiles of Judah to their own land and he allowed them to rebuild their Temple.
Jewish religious leaders perceived the battlefield success of Cyrus to be attributed to the irresistible
sword of God and cause for comfort. As such, as Rosh Hashanah, a very happy time, approaches,
we are encouraged to be uplifted week after week.
We anticipate Temple Judea’s High Holy Day services to include some in-person activities. The
exact structure will be defined later this Summer as current healthcare conditions are clarified.
This is indeed another reason to be uplifted. Details about Selichot, Saturday night, August 28 to
follow as soon as they are available.

Sandy Shapiro

Arnold Miller

Co– Chair

Co-Chair
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Men’s Club Humor

Reward & Punishment: The Gift of a Reprimand - by Sam Glaser
Continue from page 5 —

by Arnold Miller

The Sh’ma sums up our aspiration to find balance between
awe and love. The opening declaration uses two words for
God, Adonai and Eloheinu. The former signifies lovefemininity-mercy and the latter awe-masculinity-judgment.
We then assert God’s oneness, clarifying that both energies
originate from the same source, but with mercy as the
emphasis (Adonai echad). The balancing act continues with
the rest of the prayer: the V’ahavta asserts the power of love
and the next paragraph deals with reward and punishment, or
perhaps more accurately, cause and effect. Peace and
harmony dwell side by side with judgment and reprimand.
Children have a tough time appreciating the gift of a
reprimand. Parents have a tough time doling them out. We’d
rather be friends with our kids than parents to our kids. We
selfishly don’t want to disrupt a meal, spoil an outing or
cancel a vacation. But if we’re not going to be the parent,
who is? One Sunday, when Max was fifteen, he woke up in a
dreadful mood. He emerged from his room with a sullen
expression and heaped insult on each family member. I
reluctantly had to draw the line when he slammed his brother
Jesse’s laptop on his fingers. The punishment? His lifeline to
the world, a new cell phone, was promptly snatched away
and hidden. This didn’t bode well for the outing we had
planned that day. Max ensured all of us suffered until he was
having too much fun on his bike to remember his
resentment.

Summer Quickies
How do we know that the Pacific Ocean
is friendly?
Because it waves.

==============================
When is red a signal to go and green a
signal to stop?
When you are eating watermelon.
==============================
Why do fish swim in saltwater?
Because pepper makes them sneeze.

==============================
What does the sun drink out of?
Sunglasses.
==============================
How do you prevent a Summer cold?
Catch it in Winter.

Our kids go berserk when we reprimand them. Thankfully,
they are usually considerate of others and know when they
are crossing the line. They have also learned when to steer
clear of their mother just by reading the look on her face. But
when we have to lay down the law, we let them freak out in
their room during the requisite “time out.” Strangely,
afterwards, they are especially sweet and loving. I think they
intuit that structure in their lives is crucial for them to
flourish. If Jesse smashed Max’s fingers in the computer,
Max would expect swift justice. They have learned from
their Beverly Hills peers that those who are spoiled rotten
turn out just that way: rotten.
Parents must be prepared to punish, but only as a last resort.
Better to have rewards and positive reinforcement doled out
in a calm, unruffled manner. Maintaining tranquility in the
heat of battle requires that parents have an arsenal of anger
management techniques like reframing and deep breathing.
We must be the adult in the situation! Rabbi Shlomo Wolbe
describes children’s two mutually exclusive modes: learning,
characterized by a relaxed state that facilitates real change,
and obedience, a nervous and rebellious state inhibiting real
change. Punishment may seem effective initially, but it flips
children from learning mode into obedience mode, stifling
long-term improvement. A vicious cycle results from
frequent punishment since increasingly harsher measures
must be imposed, further stunting the internal growth needed
to effect long term change. Calmly dispensed reprimands
teach children methods to handle their own anger with peers
and eventually, with their own families.
Continued on page 9
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CONTRIBUTIONS TO OUR TEMPLE
Week ending 6/18

MEMORIALS:
Lisse Wukelich in memory of Hallie Akioka, husband of Alyce Akioka
Donna Simon in memory of her mother Rosa Zimbler
SHABBAT KIDDUSH LUNCH FUND:
Dara Linson honored on her birthday by Laura Lamden
Dara Linson honored on her birthday by Terry Walowitz
Shirley Brodsky honored on her birthday by Rose & Bernie Linson
Linda & Cantor Chazan honored on their 50th anniversary
by Rose & Bernie Linson
Noel & Janet Schachner honored on their anniversary by Rose Bernie Linson

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND:
On birth of Oscar Ariel, grandson of Sima & Rabbi Dennis
by Dara & Neal Linson
On birth of Oscar Ariel, grandson of Sima/Rabbi by Linda & Arthur Greenberg
On birth of Oscar Ariel, great-grandson of Rose & Bernie Linson
by Linda & Arthur Greenberg
NEW MEMBERSHIP SUPPORT FUND:
Terry Walowitz honored on her birthday by Sunny & Steve Schwartz
TORAH MAINTENANCE FUND:
Health, strength, recovery to Arlene Glassman by Sandy Meyers

Week ending 6/25

MEMORIALS:
Toni Sherman in memory of her aunt Eve Blake
Carol Ann Svetcov in memory of her father Jack Lipman
Howard Lieberman in memory of his grandmother Kate Grossman
Howard Lieberman in memory of his grandfather Max Grossman
Rich & Frances Mandelsohn in memory of his father Abraham Mandelsohn
Jonathan Weitz in memory of his mother Margaret Weitz
Dvorah Lansky in memory of her grandmother Rose Rothman
SHABBAT KIDDUSH LUNCH FUND:
Lisse Wukelich honored on her birthday by Celia Markovitz
Lisse Wukelich honored on her birthday by Marvin Mandel
Lisse Wukelich honored on her birthday by Laura Lamden
Rosalind Flicker honored on her birthday by Terry Walowitz
Lisse Wukelich honored on her birthday by Terry Walowitz
Supported by Catherine Rubinstein
RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND:
On birth of Oscar Ariel, grandson of Sima & Rabbi Dennis
by Marla & Barry Jacobs
NEW MEMBERSHIP SUPPORT FUND:
Lisse Wukelich honored on her birthday by Sandy Shapiro
TORAH MAINTENANCE FUND:
Lisse Wukelich honored on her birthday by Sandy Meyers
Lisse Wukelich honored on her birthday by Jean Janowsky

Use this link from our
website for
Temple Judea

to earn 0.5%
of your
purchases.
Help us use
a creative way
to donate
for our
future.
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...continued from page 8

In the book, “In Forest Fields,” Rabbi Shalom
Arush urges us to feel gratitude for the trials we
face, because in the long run, tzuris (problems)
brings us closer to the Almighty. As described
in the Science of Struggle chapter, Judaism
maintains that God only does things for our
good. Part of God’s role as Avinu Malkeinu
(Our Father and King) requires dispensing love
in the form of discipline or rebuke (wait till
your father gets home)! Just like I had to take
away Max’s phone to make my point, so, too,
does God give us pause for thought when it’s
necessary to reorient our actions. By
intervening, I show my son love. To ignore the
problem would be cruel. Richard Bach sums it
up in his brilliant book, “Illusions”: “To love
someone unconditionally is not to care who they
are or what they do. Unconditional love, on the
surface, looks the same as indifference.”
Sometimes our parents’ love can take on strange
forms. My folks are a daily presence in my life
and their involvement is welcome and
cherished. My father has taken upon himself the
job of worrying for me. It’s quite a relief I don’t
have to worry for myself since my dad does
such a good job of it. Many of our conversations
evolve from small talk about day-to-day matters
to an analysis of all the problems in my life. It
took me years to understand that my father isn’t
trying to wreck my good mood. He shows his
love by ensuring I remain focused on what
needs doing for my family. His broken record
repetition of the uncertainty of my finances or
the burden of sending my kids to private school
is the way he communicates love, hidden in the
“garment” of worry.

How many parents show their love in the
“garment” of screaming, paranoia or nagging?
My mom still admonishes that I might break a
finger while skiing or skateboarding. “And then
what?” she adds accusingly. She still reminds
me to take my jacket because it might get cold. I
love it! Some only see the silver lining of their
parents’ love after they have left the earth. I
remind myself that my parents’ caveats and
tantrums represent their abiding affection.
Continued on page 10 —

Use this link from
our website for
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Temple Judea

CONTRIBUTIONS TO OUR TEMPLE
Week ending 7/2

MEMORIALS:
Michael & Ann Alpert in memory of his grandmother Ruth Mencher
Arnie Adler in memory of his step-father George Schoenhertz
Celia Markovitz in memory of Yale Coggan, father of Dara Linson
Laura Lamden in memory of Yale Coggan, father of Dara Linson
Terry Walowitz in memory of Yale Coggan, father of Dara Linson
David Albert in memory of his wife Helen Albert
Roberta Hope in memory of her husband Patrick Hope
Roberta Hope in memory of her grandfather Benjamin Ratner

SHABBAT KIDDUSH LUNCH FUND:
Shirley Brodsky honored on her birthday by Maggie Blackwell
Deanna Epstein honored on her birthday by Maggie Blackwell
Terry Walowitz honored on her birthday by Maggie Blackwell
Roz Flicker honored on her birthday by Maggie Blackwell
Lisse Wukelich honored on her birthday by Maggie Blackwell
Health, strength, recovery to Shirley Brodsky by Maggie Blackwell
Eleanor Starr honored on her birthday by Sandy Shapiro
Rita Feblowicz honored on her birthday by Sandy Shapiro
Rita Feblowicz honored on her birthday by Sandy Meyers
Eleanor Starr honored on her birthday by Elaine Gold
Jacob Gold honored on his birthday by Elaine Gold
Eleanor Starr honored on her birthday by Laura Lamden
Rita Feblowicz honored on her birthday by Laura Lamden
Fran Frazer & Mayer Gusik honored on their anniversary by Laura Lamden
Fran Frazer & Mayer Gusik honored on their anniversary
by Terry Walowitz
Marla & Barry Jacobs honored on their anniversary by Terry Walowitz
George & Janis Schnitzer honored on their anniversary by Terry Walowitz
RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND:
Jean Janowsky in memory of Yale Coggan, father of Dara Linson
TORAH MAINTENANCE FUND:
Sandy Shapiro in memory of Yale Coggan, father of Dara Linson
Fran Frazer & Mayer Gusik honored on their anniversary by Sandy Shapiro
Marla & Barry Jacobs honored on their anniversary by Sandy Shapiro
George & Janis Schnitzer honored on their anniversary by Sandy Shapiro
Fran Frazer & Mayer Gusik honored on their anniversary by Sandy Meyers
Marla & Barry Jacobs honored on their anniversary by Sandy Meyers
Supported by Terry Walowitz

Week ending 7/9

MEMORIALS:
David & Kathi Warren in memory of his father Max Warren
Elizabeth Rose in memory of David Rose
Marilyn Lynch in memory of her mother Rosalind Marx
Marilyn Lynch in memory of her father Norville Marx
SHABBAT KIDDUSH LUNCH FUND:
Marla & Barry Jacobs honored on their anniversary by Celia Markovitz
Fran Frazer & Mayer Gusik honored on their anniversary
by Marvin Mandel
Eleanor Starr honored on her birthday by Marvin Mandel
Steve Chase honored on his birthday by Marvin Mandel
Fran Frazer & Meyer Gusik honored on their anniversary
by Bernie & Rose Linson
RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND:
Marla & Barry Jacobs honored on their anniversary by Jean Janowsky
TORAH MAINTENANCE FUND:
Rita Feblowicz honored on her birthday by Jean Janowsky
On the birth of Oscar Ariel, grandson of Sima & Rabbi Dennis
by Celia Markovitz

August 2021

...continued from page 9
We don’t ask for tests; we don’t seek
problems. They do a perfectly good job
finding us. God’s reprimands may appear
in the form of soul-crushing setbacks like
financial disasters, illness and breakups,
God forbid. Of course, it is difficult to
appreciate a loving Universe when one is in
the depths of despair. Overly helpful
friends may advise that God only tests
those whom God loves. Some might
explain how God is counting on us to grow.
In the thick fog of despondency, we are
typically blind to the opportunities in any
so-called “reversal of fortune.” Our
appreciation of God’s hand within the
reprimand is directly proportional to the
health of our divine relationship. Patience
is essential to interpreting our holy
reprimands. It may even take years, but
likely a silver lining will appear. For those
oblivious to God’s presence, setbacks are
just bad luck. Sometimes it takes an
enlightened guide to coach us out of the
trough, to “lift our eyes” to a vision of
healing, consolation and even victory. We
must be that coach for our vulnerable
children.
Max eventually recovered from having his
cell phone confiscated. He experienced real
consequences
for
his
irresponsible
behavior. Subconsciously, he realized his
parents love him enough to do something
overtly tough for his own good. The Ten
Commandments are divided into two
tablets, one side detailing responsibilities
between us and God and the other side, our
interpersonal human relations. Surprisingly,
the law of respecting parents is on the God
side. The reason? Appreciating our parents’
love (and their tough love) is a steppingstone to appreciating God’s love. The gift
of a reprimand served to bring me closer
with my son, and the two of us closer to
God.
Sam Glaser is a per for mer in Los Angeles. He has
released 25 albums, he produces music in his Glaser
Musicworks recording studio, his book The Joy of
Judaism is an Amazon bestseller. Visit him online at
www.samglaser.com. J oin Sam for a weekly uplifting
hour of study every Wednesday night (7:30 pm PST,
Zoom Meeting ID: 71646005392) for learners of all ages
and levels of knowledge.
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