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UPCOMING EVENTS
THE WHOLE MEGILLAH
Celebrate Purim with Temple Judea
Wear a costume - Laugh via ZOOM

Read the Megillah - Light Supper
by reservation $12 members

Thursday Feb 25 at 5:30pm

CELEBRATE PASSOVER
Physically Distant/Spiritually Connected

Rabbi’s Traditional Family Seder
and/or Community

2nd Seder

Saturday or Sunday or Both
March 27 & 28, 2021
Virtually at 5:30 pm -

Join us for inspiring and fun-filled evenings

Make a table with your computer & your own Seder plate

YOM HASHOAH PROGRAM
2 PM THURSDAY, APRIL 8, 2021

Join us for an afternoon of songs, poems, and
reflections as we stand as a community
in support of

NEVER AGAIN!

Virtually via on-line ZOOM

STAY SAFE & HEALTHY!

Join us 7:30 pm Erev Shabbat/Friday
10 am Shabbat/Saturday
Virtually via on-line ZOOM
We want to see & hear each other!
No computer? - then join by phone!

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
Zev & Maria Rubinstein
Carlsbad, CA
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
This month we will celebrate Purim. We will blot out Haman’s
name with our groggers and we will praise Esther and Mordechai
for saving our Jewish lives by foiling Haman’s plot. This is a good
opportunity to praise our clergy and office staff for their
outstanding work during this pandemic crisis.
In March last year, we had to reimagine our religious services and
programming, as we could not meet in person. Little did we know,
or could we even imagine at that time, that we would still not be
able to be in person almost a year later! Rabbi Dennis Linson
immediately structured new ways of accomplishing the Temple’s
mission. He began by revising our services to make them user
friendly to the virtual participant. Zoom, the online meeting tool,
became our best friend. It allowed us to meet for our weekly
Shabbat services and our holiday services and events. Rabbi
Dennis created a way for us to pray together, participate actively in
the service and still be able to shmooze with one another to
maintain our connections to each other. Throughout this whole
time, he has sent daily emails with information, learning
opportunities, comforting messages and prayers to let us know that
Temple Judea is still here for us. He has also telephoned to reach
out, connect with us and let us know we are valued and not
forgotten. He has continued to meet all his other rabbinic and
Executive Director responsibilities. If he has not reinvented the
“wheel”, he has improved its performance.
Cantor Josef Chazan and Cantorial Soloist Susan Kotses have
continued to lead us in beautiful Shabbat and holiday services as
well as participate in holiday events, such as recently leading us in
Chanukah sing-alongs. Susan has also been our technical guru for
our services and events. Each of them has stepped up to help keep
our religious lives “normal” and enjoyable.
Our Rebbetzin, Sima Linson, and our office person, Loretta, come
to work each day, as usual, with smiles in their voices when they
answer our calls, take care of tributes and do all the other things
required for our office to function. They have not skipped a beat.
I also want to note how much we will miss Manny’s smiling face
and welcoming greeting at the Temple. We just saw him at the
Temple as he helped light our outdoor Menorah as he has done
every year. We are saddened by his loss and our hearts go out to
his family.
In addition to our services, we have continued to have our special
events thanks to the outstanding efforts of our Rebbetzin Sima and
Rabbi Dennis with the additional participation of the Cantor and
Susan. Even though we were not in person in our Temple social
hall, we were together on Zoom for our annual second Seder at
Pesach, for our lovely Sephardic Rosh Hashanah Seder (plus
delicious food) and our recent Tu BiShvat Seder and light lunch.
We thank Sima for planning of these meals and her delicious food
(which we all miss each Shabbat and look forward to when we can
be together in person again). We thank the Rabbi for putting
together the Haggadot for these Seders and leading each Seder
service and the Cantor and Susan for leading us in song.
Now getting back to Purim, please join us as we celebrate together
on Thursday evening, February 25, for the reading of Megillat
Esther and a light supper and Hamantachen (of course!) prepared
and packaged by Rebbetzin Sima for pick-up. This is another
opportunity to share a holiday together (on Zoom). Please call the
office to make your paid reservation. We look forward to sharing
Purim together.
We owe a great deal of praise and gratitude to our clergy and
office staff (and our Officers and Board Members) for all their
efforts and vision over this past year. Because of their good work,
Temple Judea remains strong and vital and is our source for
religious services, activities and events. Thank you to each of
them. Now all we need is YOU to join us and see first hand what
is happening here at Temple Judea. I look forward to “seeing” you.
Chag Purim Sameach,

Sandy Shapiro

President
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THOUGHTS FROM OUR RABBI
There is nothing mysterious about why Purim
has had a compelling hold on the psyche of our
Jewish people throughout the ages. The figure
of the despotic ruler (or his surrogate) who
seeks to destroy us has been all-too present in
our lives. In our time, we’ve seen synagoguegoers murdered, buildings vandalized, JCCs
terrorized and Jewish cemeteries desecrated.
That is precisely why I am so interested in a
lesser-known, perhaps counter-intuitive dimension of the Purim
story. In the Zohar we find a fascinating comment that equates the
prototypical enemy, Amalek, with the yetzer hara (evil inclination)
within each of us. (Zohar 3:160a, with thanks to Danny Matt for
this reference & Rabbi Amy Eilberg as well.) Amalek? The classic
enemy of the Jewish people – inside our own souls?
Rebbe Levi Yitzhak of Berditchev (18th C., Ukraine) elaborates
this line of reasoning when he writes: Not only are Jews
commanded to wipe out Amalek, who is the descendant of Esau,
but each Jew has to wipe out that negative part that is called
Amalek hidden in his or her heart. So long as the descendants of
Amalek are in the world—and each of us is also a small world,
when the power of evil [that which leads us to sin] arises in each of
us, Amalek is still in the world, then the reminder [to wipe out
Amalek] calls out from our Torah.
Rabbi Amy Eilberg writes: The Bertichever Rebbe teaches that
when we become aware that there is Amalek in the world—that is,
in the world of our own hearts—we must hear the call to remember,
to struggle against it, to return to goodness and to godliness. The
eternal struggle against Amalek, according to Levi Yitzhak, is an
inside job, a matter of our own ongoing work on ourselves.
Surely the mitzvah to remember Amalek is a piece of Torah that
reminds us of the primary obligation to defend ourselves against
those who may endanger us. This is a strain amply evident in our
tradition. So why do Zohar and Rebbe Levi Yitzhak suggest that the
biblical Amalek should also be seen as a part of our own souls?
This counter-voice in the tradition does not suggest that we should
be cavalier about the real external threats to our survival. Surely,
both the author of the Zohar and Rebbe Yitzhak were all too
familiar with the reality of antisemitism.
Yet their radical interpretation challenges us not to allow external
threats to keep us from continuing the work of cleansing and
refining our own souls. Sometimes the fiercest enemy (and this can
be so hard to remember) is our own yetzer hara, the negative
instincts within us, that lead us to make choices devoid of wisdom
and compassion, and to imagine that we can live our lives without
Divine guidance. According to this interpretation, the mitzvah to
remember Amalek exhorts us to continually refocus on the lifelong
work of becoming holy, as God created us to be.
This counter-intuitive explanation challenges us mightily, since it is
particularly difficult to turn our attention within when our security
is threatened from without. Yet it reminds us of who we are, people
devoted to serving God in the world, even as we maintain vigilance
against harm planned against us.
May Purim deepen our self-understanding this year, and may it
truly be a day of joy for us and for all people.

B’vrachot, blessings, Rabbi Dennis
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SCHOOL NEWS
Our Hebrew School students are the greatest! — They are
learning prayers & Israel’s national anthem, Hatikvah.
Sure hope you are all keeping safe, healthy and calm
during this challenging global pandemic.
Social distancing will not get in the way of our learning
about the Treasure of Judaism.
Join our Virtual Classroom via ZOOM, at our regular
class times: 4:30 pm Wednesdays; 10:00 am on Shabbat.

Click the email link to join us...
Meeting ID: 977-014-2663
If you are having problems joining the Virtual Classroom
please do ring me up at 949-683-9182

Neal Linson Volunteer Educator
PLEASE LET US KNOW

In the event of an illness or another reason that you feel
requires the Rabbi’s attention, please call 949.830.0470

HELP BUILD OUR FUTURE

An easy way is to make a charitable gift through your
will. Simply use these words in drafting your will: “I
give and bequeath unto Temple Judea, a
nonprofit corporation, that is recognized as
exempt from tax under Section 501(c)(3) of
the Internal Revenue Code, ID# 95-2503535
the sum of $____ to be used for general
purposes.” If you don’t wish to specify an amount,
you may wish to state the amount as a percentage of
your estate. Your assets remain in your control during
your lifetime and you’re able to modify your bequest
should circumstances change. Please let us know if
we can be of assistance to you or your advisors.

SHMOOZE with Rabbi Dennis

WEEKLY CURRENT EVENT DIGEST
Thought provoking ideas & articles
Click the email link to join us...

578 East San Bernardino Road
Covina, California 91723

Eric
Eric Rothman
Rothman FDR
FDR 810
810
Sandra
B.
Fine
FDR
Sandra B. Fine FDR 1502
1502
Sandra B. Fine FDR1502

To include a Personal Message in our monthly Bulletin,
EMAIL your message (up to 20 words) & send a $15 donation
to our Office before the 10th. (Up to 30 words ~ $25)

Volunteers needed: Are you interested in reaching out to
the community and telling our story in order to give
people the opportunity to become members and be part
of our family. Please call Sandy Shapiro, our president,
and volunteer.

STAY SAFE & HEALTHY!
Join us virtually on-line via ZOOM

7:30 pm Erev Shabbat/Friday
10 am Shabbat/Saturday
No computer? - call in by phone!
REACH OUT BY PHONE
or CARD - TOUCH SOMEONE!

Both they and you will be glad you did!

MOVING ON

The Bereavement group led by Fran Chalin meets
virtually on Mondays at 10 a.m. The group provides the
opportunity to share experiences, hear how others deal
with grief, receive support and discover ways to cope
with feelings of sadness and loss.
There’s no fee; pre-registration is required.
To register, call Cantor Fran Chalin at 714.921.2273

HELP TEMPLE JUDEA

Link your Ralph’s rewards card to TEMPLE JUDEA
and a portion of what you spend will be donated
to support our community. Ralph’s will donate 1
to 4% of your purchases, up to $150 per month.
Follow these steps:
 Visit www.ralphs.com
 If you have not previously registered your
rewards card online, click "Register" on the
upper right & follow the instructions.
 If you have registered your rewards card
online, click "Sign In" on upper right; enter
your email address and password.
 Once you are signed in your account, click
"My Account" on the upper right to visit your
"Account Summary" page.
 Scroll to the bottom of page & click "Enroll"
under the "Community Rewards" section.
 When prompted to search for organization,
type in "Temple Judea"
 When listing for Temple Judea on Moulton
Pkwy #81537 appears, click the circle to the
left of our name.
 Then click the "Enroll" button.
Please enroll today www.ralphs.com
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Sisterhood News
Sisterhood Sponsors

FLOWERS / CAKE / KIDDUSH - Erev Shabbat & Shabbat

Bequest to Sisterhood in memory of Gerson & Rosa Jerus

Greetings from OUR Gift Shop
Your one stop for everything Jewish

Tallit, Kippot, jewelry, See’s Candy certificates
Hours: By Appointment and wearing masks
Gift Shop Maven: Sandy Meyers 949.701.2376

Sisterhood Happenings
Our gift shop is open by appointment/call
Sandy at 949 701 2376. Also, the gift shop will
be open again when the Men’s Club/Sisterhood
Breakfast Clubs restart on the first Wednesday
of each month. Come by & SHOP!
Sincerely,
Sandy Meyers, President
HELP SISTERHOOD - CONTRIBUTE TO:
 Oneg Shabbat Fund - Friday nights
 Oneg Cake Sponsor for your simcha
 Attend a theater or trip event
 Buy self-write Tribute Cards (5 for $8)
**************************

SISTERHOOD
THEATER EVENTS
Once this pandemic has passed
Then plan to Enjoy!

BLESSING FOR THOSE IN NEED OF HEALING
May the One who blessed our ancestors Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Sarah, Rebekah, Rachel,
and Leah bless and heal all those who are ill.
As those who came before us were blessed in the presence of communities that sustained
them, so we too pray for those among us that are in need of healing and those around the
world who have no one to pray on their behalf for healing.
Send them comfort and relief speedily in our days and grant them a complete healing of
body, mind, and spirit. Guard them beneath the wings of your Shehinah.
Blessed are you, Source of Life, who helps us to bring light where there is darkness, healing
where there is brokenness, and peace to all of the earth's inhabitants.
And let us say Amen.

Leave a Lasting Legacy - Remember Temple Judea

Please follow our members, Terry Walowitz, and Claire and Meyer z”l Yourman, as
great examples of estate planning with their generous gifts made to Temple Judea.
Make an investment in Temple Judea through your 401(k), IRA or other retirement
plans. You can simply designate Temple Judea as a beneficiary of your retirement
plan. You can help ensure Temple Judea’s future by donating a bequest, gift annuity
and/or insurance policy. If you or your advisors have questions, please contact us.
Help continue our future as a center of Jewish life for your community.

February 2021
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OUTREACH LIAISON
At this time of staying at home, we have been doing our best to call and check-in on the members of our community.
We miss our friend and my outreach partner Rita Frazer z”l and we thank Jean Selner for volunteering to help with our
outreach. We like to hear your voices and hope that we are a welcome interruption in your day. If you need anything,
please call and let us know if we can help arrange it.
Hearing your ‘smiling’ voices gives us a lift as well. How much TV can we watch? When we know the TV ads and
commercials by heart and can sing the advertising melodies then we know it’s too much screen time. So it’s good
talking with you. Stay safe and healthy.
Please call the Temple office with information: name and phone number of the person to be contacted and please give
us your name as well. We feel that this is our spiritual home and the spiritual health of all our members matters to us.
We welcome your help. Please let us know if you would volunteer to help with phone calls.
Sincerely,

Ro Probolsky & Jean Selner

Tree of Life

Acorns and Gold Leaves are available for purchase
to celebrate a special Simcha. Add to our Tree of Life
as a permanent dedication to meaningful events in
your life
949.830.0470

Leaves ~ $275 minimum
Acorns ~ $500 minimum

MEMORIAL PLAQUES
Consider honoring your loved ones
now... before prices increase
Memorial Plaque with light - three lines - $375
Large Plaque without a light - $800
Plaque in Sanctuary - $1,000
949.830.0470

CEMETERY PLOTS

Taking names for wait list when available

PACIFIC VIEW MEMORIAL PARK
MEMBER: $16,000 NON-MEMBER: $20,000
949.830.0470
THE MERIDIAN AT LAGUNA
INDEPENDENT / ASSISTED LIVING / SKILLED NURSING

Five Star Quality Care
24552 Paseo de Valencia
Laguna Hills, CA 92653
Your loved one will receive the
ultimate in comfortable living
arrangements and personalized
care. Call today to schedule
your personal tour and receive
a free gift at 949-581-6111.

Sanctuary Seat Plaques

Seat dedication plaques are available for $500
949.830.0470

PLEASE HELP THOSE IN NEED
Bring canned & dry packaged foods
for our local food bank.
Place donations in the barrel
in the lobby

MORE HUMOR
Two women were walking their dogs.
One had a German Shepard the other had
a Chihuahua. They walked past a Peet's
coffee store and one said: “They are
supposed to have great coffee, lets go in
and get a cup.” They approached the door
and it said: No Pets Allowed.
The woman with the Shepard said "Just
follow my lead, and do what I do." She
put on her sunglasses and went inside.
The manager said: "Sorry mam, no pets
allowed." She said: "I'm blind, this is my
seeing-eye-dog". He let her in.
The second lady tried to enter and again
he said: "Sorry mam, no pets allowed."
She said: "I am blind, this is my seeingeye-dog." He said "A Chihuahua?" She
said: "A Chihuahua? Really, I can’t
believe they gave me a Chihuahua?"
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There will not be a Breakfast Club event in
February or the immediate future.
We look forward to its return.
This column is devoted to our friend Manny
who passed away suddenly.
====================================

Manny, we thank you for all of these and
so much more:









Lighting our Chanukah menorah on
cold December nights
Moving tables & chairs in the social
hall and chapel on a regular basis
Changing the ceiling light bulbs high
above the floor in the Jack & Florence
Berlin Sanctuary
Serving as our security person on
Shabbos and other occasions
Your years and years and years (over
30) of service to Temple Judea
Being my friend and all our friend

We pray that your soul rests in peace.

CONDOLENCES
Temple Judea extends our deepest sympathies to
the family of

Henry Moser, husband of Joyce Moser
May he be remembered for a blessing

February 2021

BREAKFAST CLUB
Post-coronavirus
will resume on the
First
Wednesday
of each month
10 AM - Bendat Social Hall

Ladies & Guests always welcome!

Breakfast donation: $5.00

DONATE YOUR CAR
We thank you in advance for your donated car.
Cars donated to Temple Judea are a great help to us.
If you know of a car needing a new home, call
Norm Kingston 949.679.2216. We will do the rest.
The proceeds of the sale from your generosity
BENEFIT our Temple and help build our future.

South County Outreach Food Pantry
VOLUNTEERS needed as well !!
Most-needed food items: Peanut butter, Jelly,
Canned fruit, Canned tuna,
Pasta, Pasta sauce,
Oatmeal, Cereal, Juice
Bagged beans, Bagged rice
Thank you for your donations. They are appreciated.

SAVE on Your Personal 2021 Tax Bill
Make a gift from your IRA before 12/31/2021 to support
Temple Judea, you benefit::
1. Gifts made from your IRA (up to $100,000)
are not reportable as taxable income.
2. Gifts qualify for the required minimum distribution (RMD)
which can lower your taxes.
Contact your IRA manager, request transfer to Temple Judea.

February 2021
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Congratulations February Birthdays
3
Brian Probolsky
8
Marcia Satz
17
Lois Atkin

18
Pamela Busansky
21
Jean Janowsky
22
Charles Gorenstein
Barbara LaFranca

24
Susan Flignor Sier
27
Alan Cohen
28
Bernard Roberts

Congratulations February Anniversaries
CHECK BACK NEXT MONTH

PERSONALIZED ACKNOWLEDGEMENT CARDS

$10 Remember dear ones on birthdays, anniversaries, memorials & life cycle occasions $10

RELIGIOUS COMMITTEE

The month of February has the least number of days in our current Gregorian (solar) calendar. Why? How does the
accuracy of the Hebrew calendar compare?
Lunar calendars dominated the ancient world. The moon revolves around the earth every 29 ½ days. Some early calendars had twelve months that alternated 29 and 30 days. However, a Roman superstition was “even numbers are unlucky.” Thus, about 680 BCE Roman Emperor Numa Pompillius initiated the Roman calendar which had seven
months of 29 days each, four months of 31 days and one month, February, of 28 days for a total of 355 days. He
chose February as the unlucky month because Roman rituals honoring the dead occurred in that month.
It should be noted that a solar year has 365 ¼ days. Thus, each year the lunar calendar fell behind the solar calendar
by 10 ¼ days and holidays linked to seasons (such as planting in Spring and harvesting in Autumn) would fall behind
their intended periods. Leap days would be added at random to adjust this. Julius Caesar revised the calendar in 45
BCE to standardize the 365 ¼ day calendar (Julian Calendar) and Pope Gregory added a slight modification in 1582
(Gregorian Calendar – leap years only occur in years ending in 100s that are divisible by 400, i.e. 2000 but not 1900.)
This is our current calendar and it has one day too many every 3,323 years.
The present Hebrew calendar was put into effect by Hillel II in the year 358 C.E. It is a lunar/solar calendar. The Hebrew calendar is in harmony with both the lunar and solar cycles. While months are based on the moon revolving
around the earth, holidays occur in the appropriate solar seasons with the standardized addition of leap months. The
discrepancy between the Hebrew lunar calendar system and the most current astronomical solar calendar amounts to
only one day in 14,000 years. This is truly remarkable for a system designed almost 1,700 year ago. Quite an accomplishment for a “Yiddisha Kup!”
We hope you enjoyed sharing Tu BiShvat Seder. Please make a reservation to join us Thursday, February 25, via
Zoom as we read The Whole Megillah and share a Purim Se'udah/light supper. We would love to “see” you there.
We wish you continued good health in 2021.

Sandy Shapiro

Arnold Miller

Co– Chair

Co-Chair

Use this link from
our website for
Temple Judea

to earn 0.5%
of your
purchases.
Help us use
a creative way
to donate
for our
future.

Use this link from
our website for
Temple Judea
to earn 0.5%
of your purchases.
Help us use
a creative way
to donate
for our future.
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Men’s Club Humor by Arnold Miller
I can see into the past….
Thanks to my 20/20 vision.
====================================
An elderly man on a Moped pulls up next to a doctor at a street
light. Looking at the shiny car, the old man asks the doctor
"What are you driving, sonny?”
The doctor replies, “A brand new 1,500 horse power Corvette.
It cost half a million dollars and can go 200 miles per hour.”
The Moped driver asks, “May I take a look inside?”
“Sure,” replies the doctor. The old man pokes his head in the
window, looks around and is rather impressed. “That's a pretty
nice car, lots of fancy instruments and screens, but I'll stick
with my Moped.”
Just then the light changes, and the doctor decides to show the
old man exactly how powerful his sports car is. He pounds the
accelerator and his speedometer quickly reaches 100 miles per
hour.
The doctor notices a dot in his rearview mirror. It seems to be
getting closer. The old man whips by him on the Moped going
much faster!
Annoyed, the doctor floors the gas pedal and passes the old
man going 200 miles per hour. Ten seconds later, he looks in
his rearview mirror and again sees the Moped bearing down on
him. His car can’t go any faster. Suddenly, the Moped plows
into the back of the Corvette demolishing the rear end.
The doctor stops, jumps out and unbelievably the old man is
still alive. He runs to the banged-up old guy and says, “I'm a
doctor. Is there anything I can do for you?”
The old man whispers, “You can unhook my suspenders from
your side-view mirror.
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Music in Judaism: In Search of the Tenth Song - by Sam Glaser
Music is perhaps the best medium for the dissemination of universal
values. According to author Georgia Cates, “Music is what feelings
sound like.” At its core, music wields a cross-cultural element of truth.
That’s why a hit in Sweden can also rise up the charts in countries
around the globe. Movie scores enhance emotional engagement and
allow audiences to suspend disbelief. Studios may dub in foreign
languages but the scores serve their purpose worldwide. Imagine
hearing a major arpeggio played by the organist at a major league
baseball game. The crowd can’t help but yell, “Charge!” Contrast that
with the suspenseful two notes of the “Jaws” theme; they slowly
crescendo and accelerate and our teeth clench as we dread an impending
shark attack, even on dry land! Regardless of our age, education or
birthplace, we can describe a tune as happy or sad, suspenseful or
romantic.
For the Jewish People, religious life without music is unthinkable. Some
say beer is proof that God loves humanity. I prefer Kurt Vonnegut’s
take: “Music is, to me, proof of the existence of God.” Jews see music
as the catalyst of Creation. The Big Bang summed up in the first line of
Genesis, begins with the word B’reishit. According to the Dzikover
Rebbe (Rabbi Yidele Horowitz, 1905-1989), B’reishit rearranged spells Shirat Aleph Beit, the song of the alphabet. In other words, every
aspect of the universe continuously sung into being. Our Tanach (Bible)
is replete with epic songs punctuating the narrative. Jubal, inventor of
the first instruments, is one of the few key characters mentioned in the
first ten generations of humankind. The patriarchs composed while in
the fields with their livestock— Jewish tradition maintains King David
was “hearing” their songs as he composed his Psalms. Our prophets of
yore required music to enter a transcendent realm and hear God’s voice.
Vast orchestras accompanied the service in the Temple. Perek Shira is
an inspiring text indexing the songs of all creatures mentioned in
Tanach. From the stars, sun and moon to the rivers and seas, from fruit
and trees to the birds and bees, all sing to God.
I have often wondered about the origin of the music that comes to me
almost nightly while I sleep. How is my subconscious creating a
soundtrack for my dreams? An amalgam of all the melodies I processed
that day? Am I hearing remnants of biblical melodies in the ether?
Maybe it is a combination of all of those things. For me, new music
offers clarity of God’s loving-presence.
When we sing our prayers, we transform our worship from lethargy to
ecstasy, from stasis to action and commitment. Find a shul where they
sing! The nusach (traditional melody) of prayer is so beautifully detailed
that one could conceivably travel by time machine to any service in
history and know if it’s a weekday, Shabbat or a holiday, if it’s morning,
afternoon or evening and whether the congregation is Sephardic or
Ashkenaz.
Specific tropes accompany the public reading of our Torah and
prophetic writings. These musical symbols add color and even
commentary to the black and white text. We even have a melody for
Torah study. The revelation of Torah to the millions assembled at Sinai
marked by an unprecedented concert spectacular, featuring mass
synesthesia where we “heard” the sights and “saw” the sounds.
According to the Midrash, the Jews so blown away by Revelation that
they fainted and required resuscitation. One thought is the holy music of
the angels was so extraordinary, the Israelites chose to leave their mortal
bodies.
In the past several hundred years, we have inherited the rich tradition of
Chassidic nigunim, or wordless melodies. These gifts of tzadikim
(righteous people) allow for the deepest spiritual connections without
lyrics getting in the way of the sentiment. Lacking Hebrew fluency? Just
sing, “Aye dee di di dee.”
According to the Maharal of Prague (Judah Loew ben Bezalel, 15121609), music serves the threefold purpose of the creation of humankind:
to develop a connection with the divine in the form of prayer, to connect
us with one another and to connect us with our own souls. The gift of
music is one of the best examples of the majesty of our neshamot
(souls). Human ability to compose masterworks is a miracle that baffles
evolutionists. The apex of human achievement resides in the expression
of our limitless soul.
Continued on page 10
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CONTRIBUTIONS TO OUR TEMPLE
Week ending 12/18

MEMORIALS:
Barbara & Joe LaFranca in memory of their daughter Michele LaFranca
Sandy Shapiro in memory of Sherman Rosenblum
Sondra Blau in memory of her grandson Bradley Sonnenberg
SHABBAT KIDDUSH LUNCH FUND:
Sam Bidner honored on his birthday by Sandy Meyers
Sam Bidner honored on his birthday by Laura Lamden
Sam Bidner honored on his birthday by Marvin Mandel
RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND:
Sam Bidner honored on his birthday by Sam & Rita Bidner
TORAH MAINTENANCE FUND:
Nora & Kenny Wolin in memory of her father Meyer Yourman
YEAR-END 2020 TEMPLE JUDEA THANK YOU & SUPPORT:
Supported by Mitch Kronenberg in memory of William & Dorothy Kronenberg
Supported by Lois Atkin
Supported by Frank & Suzanne Model in memory of Rita Frazer
SISTERHOOD:
Gerson z”l & Rosa z”l Jerus trust distribution supporting Sisterhood’s good work
BEQUEST:
Gerson z”l & Rosa z”l Jerus trust distribution supporting Temple Judea

Week ending 12/25

MEMORIALS:
Gerson Jerus Trust in memory of his wife Rosa Jerus
Robert Glasser in memory of his mother Gloria Glasser
Sandy Shapiro in memory of Rosa Schwarzberg, widow of Harold Schwarzberg
SHABBAT KIDDUSH LUNCH FUND:
Supported by Catherine Rubenstein
Health, strength, recovery to Shelli Arlow by Sandy Shapiro
RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND:
Linda Greenberg thank you for ZOOM services
YEAR END 2020 - SUUPORT & THANK YOU:
Supported by Marilyn Lynch
Supported by Mary & Steven Bleiweiss
Supported by Sam & Sharon Rosenfeld

Week ending 1/1/2021

MEMORIALS:
David Albert in memory of his sister Ruth Levy
Shirley Brodsky in memory of her mother Mollie Mulberg
Alan Rubinstein in memory of Rosa Schwarzberg, widow of Harold Schwarzberg
Audrey Small in memory of her daughter Lynne Small
Eva & Hugh Toczek in memory of Davis Weintraub
Vivian Silver in memory of her husband Sidney Silver
SHABBAT KIDDUSH LUNCH FUND:
Laura Lamden feeling blessed with continued good health
Bernie & Rose Linson in memory of his father Jacob Linson
Cantor Chazan honored on his birthday by Bernie & Rose Linson
Noel Schachner honored on his birthday by Bernie & Rose Linson
Cantor Chazan honored on his birthday by Henry & Joyce Moser
RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND:
Sandy Shapiro in memory of Manny Distor, husband of Precy Distor
Michele Dorris in memory of Manny Distor, husband of Precy Distor
Anonymous in memory of Rita Frazer, mother of Fran Frazer
Maggie Blackwell in memory of Manny Distor, husband of Precy Distor
Men’s Club in memory of Manny Distor, husband of Precy Distor
Sisterhood in memory of Manny Distor, husband of Precy Distor
NEW MEMBER SUPPORT FUND:
Steve, Sunny, Nick, Jerad Schwartz in memory of Manny Distor

9

A Jewish Prayer for Healing
in the Coronavirus Pandemic

by Rabbi Guy Austrian
HaRachaman, Compassionate One,
You are "rofeh chol basar umafli la'asot,"
healer of bodies,
who does wondrous deeds.
The wondrous bodies
that You have made for us
now feel more fragile.
The openings by which
we perceive Your world
now feel more vulnerable.
We are anxious and frightened
by the uncertainty of what is to come.
We love the lives we lead,
and we fear what disruption may come.
We love our friends/families/neighbors,
our children, our elders;
we fear what illness may come.
We pray for healing,
of body and of spirit,
speedy and complete,
for all those who are ill from
the coronavirus,
both far from us and close to home.
Strengthen the hands of our caregivers.
Give of Your healing powers
to our medical personnel
and mental health professionals.
Give of Your wisdom to decision makers
and public health officials.
Strengthen our hearts
to confront this challenge.
Give us of Your discipline,
that we may not yield to panic & dread,
rather may we protect ourselves with
appropriate precaution
and calm determination.
Give us of Your compassion,
that we may not yield
to prejudice or bigotry,
rather may we reach out to our neighbors
with kindness and solidarity.
We are grateful for our bodies and life.
We are grateful for our communities
who see us and support us.
We are grateful for those
working to protect us.
We are grateful for Your love
and Your sheltering presence.
We know we are not alone.
Amen

REACH OUT BY PHONE
or CARD - TOUCH SOMEONE!
Both they and you will be glad you did!
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Temple Judea

CONTRIBUTIONS TO OUR TEMPLE
Week ending 1/8

MEMORIALS:
Donna Simon in memory of her sister Ellen Baklor
Gideon Markus in memory of his wife Beverly Markus
Jacqueline Brown in memory of her mother Francis Scharlin
Marilyn Cohen in memory of her father Abe Berland
Donald Kaiser in memory of his mother Sara Kaiser
Vickie & Loren Lee in memory of his mother Libby Lee
Richard Zarlow in memory of his mother Marian Zarlow
Stuart Sojcher in memory of Gerson & Rosa Jerus
SHABBAT KIDDUSH LUNCH FUND:
David & Deanna Epstein honored on their anniversary by Sandy Shapiro
Al Papish honored on his birthday by Sandy Shapiro
Jean Janowsky in memory of Selma Fishbein, mother of Trudy Meyers
David & Deanna Epstein honored on their anniversary by Celia Markovitz
Elaine Gold in memory of Rita Frazer, mother of Fran Frazer
Cantor Chazan honored on his birthday by Elaine Gold
RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND:
Sandi Bothwick in memory of Manny Distor
Bernie Roberts in memory of Manny Distor
Alan Rubinstein in memory of Manny Distor
Laura Lamden in memory of Manny Distor
Noel & Janet Schachner in memory of Manny Distor
Beverley Lieberman in memory of Manny Distor
Terry Walowitz in memory of Manny Distor
Gayle Jacobson in memory of Manny Distor
Gayle Jacobson in memory of Rita Frazer, mother of Fran Frazer
Marva/Peter Felchin in memory of Meyer Yourman, husband of Claire Yourman
TORAH MAINTENANCE FUND:
Hugh & Eva Toczek honored on their anniversary by Sandy Shapiro
YEAR END 2020 - SUUPORT & THANK YOU:
Supported by Diane White & Jack Laveson
Supported by Randee & Tom Fenner, daughter of Iris Gorin

Week ending 1/15

MEMORIALS:
Donald Kaiser in memory of his father Jack Kaiser
Idell Holburt in memory of her husband Myron Holburt
Laura Lamden in memory of her mother-in-law Rose Lamden
Bill & Sue Roen in memory of his father Palo Roen
Michael & Myra Neben in memory of his mother Ethel Neben
Norman & Doreen Kingston in memory of his father Irving Kingston
Jean Janowsky in memory of Ed Sherwood, father of Bobbi Kortenkamp
Laura Lamden in memory of the mother of her friend Caryn Banks
SHABBAT KIDDUSH LUNCH FUND:
Joyce Moser honored on her birthday by Sandy Shapiro
Rose Linson honored on her birthday by Sandy Shapiro
Joyce Moser honored on her birthday by Laura Lamden
Rose Linson honored on her birthday by Laura Lamden
Maggie Blackwell honored on her birthday by Laura Lamden
Joyce Moser honored on her birthday by Celia Markovitz
Rose Linson honored on her birthday by Celia Markovitz
Maggie Blackwell honored on her birthday Celia Markovitz
Hugh & Eva Toczek honored on their anniversary by Celia Markovitz
Joyce Moser honored on her birthday by Marvin Mandel
Rose Linson honored on her birthday by Marvin Mandel
Maggie Blackwell honored on her birthday Marvin Mandel
RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND:
Jean Janowsky in memory of Manuel ‘Manny’ Distor
TORAH MAINTENANCE FUND:
Maggie Blackwell honored on her birthday by Sandy Shapiro
Health, and strength to Noel Schachner by Sandy Shapiro
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...continued from page 8
Music in Judaism:
In Search of the Tenth Song - by Sam Glaser
According to Rabbi Benjamin Blech, we don’t go to
the symphony to hear horsehair scraping on catgut;
music helps us appreciate that the physical realm
exists primarily to give structure to the spiritual.
Another function of music is to give us a unique
sense of the dimension of time. Music requires time
to unfold and develop; one note requires the next to
complete a musical phrase. Just like life, we can only
enjoy it in the present but it requires the past for
context and draws us into a glorious future. Music
makes time fly! We also gain an appreciation of
eternity through music. Think of great symphonies
and operas, John Coltrane’s bebop or The Beatles’
Sgt. Pepper—gifted composers capture indescribable
profundity from beyond; their accomplishments
never die.
Some folks can’t abide by my new settings of
liturgy, preferring the “traditional” melodies. I, too,
enjoy the old favorites but I can point to King David
as the source for engaging in “shir chadash
l’Adonai,” (singing a new song for God). New music
communicates vitality and excitement and keeps
ritual from becoming stagnant. As one of my favorite
composers, Gustav Mahler, puts it, “Tradition is
tending the flame, not worshipping the ashes.” When
I’m asked if I perform “originals” or “covers,” I
reply that no one really writes originals. Composition
is a more accurate term since all composers stand on
the shoulders of those who came before. However,
each unique way of combining notes, rhythm and
harmony brings freshness to life. Remarkably, even
with millions of songs on Spotify, we can still be
surprised by a new creation. New music is crucial to
the Jewish concept of redemption. The Talmud
teaches that King Chizkiyahu was destined to be
Mashiach (the Messiah) but was deemed unworthy
because he couldn’t sing. According to Rabbi Nathan
Lopes Cardozo: “Judaism can’t be passed on without
a song and a smile.”

The Midrash describes ten primary songs featured in
Tanach. Nine have already been sung, such as Az
Yashir, the spontaneous outpouring of prophetic
music sung by the masses at the splitting of the sea.
We also have Moshe Rabbeinu’s final song,
Ha’azinu, as well as songs by Devorah, Hannah and
Kings David and Shlomo. One song has yet to be
written, awaiting a future date “when the redeemed
ones leave exile.” This is the Tenth Song for which
we are yearning. I have a feeling it’s ready for
download—can you hear it yet?
It is a tremendous privilege to channel God’s music
and share it. I have God to thank for the inception of
my compositions and the tenacity to make them
public. May God bless all of us with a holy life filled
with sweetness and harmony. And may we soon
merit singing the Tenth Song of creation together in
Jerusalem.
Sam Glaser is a per for mer in Los Angeles. He has
released 25 albums, he produces music in his Glaser
Musicworks recording studio, his book The Joy of
Judaism is an Amazon bestseller. Visit him online
at www.samglaser.com. Join Sam for a weekly
uplifting hour of study every Wednesday night (7:30
pm PST, Zoom Meeting ID: 71646005392) for
learners of all ages and levels of knowledge.
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