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Thank you for your needed support at this “awe-”some time.
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Thank you for your needed support at this “awe-”some time

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
ELECTION OF
OFFICERS & BOARD MEMBERS

Pursuant to our By-Laws, our Congregation's
General Meeting is scheduled: 2 pm, Sunday,
November 15, 2020, vir tually via ZOOM.
The election of officers, board members and
nominating committee members for next year
are on the agenda. Your presence is needed
for your benefit and for the benefit of our
Congregation. Email your Proxy to the office
& also forms are available at the office.
TEMPLE MEMBERS ONLY
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
We have just completed a very serious portion of
the Hebrew calendar; including the observances of
Selichot, Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur, Succos,
Shemini Atzeros and Simchas Torah.
Taking a global perspective, a pandemic and
political disharmony continue to plague The United
States and Israel.
This seems like the perfect time to take a step back,
recognize some things to be thankful for and have
some fun.
Wait a minute – on November 26th there is a holiday
in the United States to officially do these things.
Boy we’re brilliant!
The two of us give thanks for:
Being Jewish.
Having close-knit and loving families.
Our Temple Judea friends.
Being physically able to run. (Fortunately we
have not raced.)
 Working very well together for several years as
both Temple Judea co-presidents and Religious
Committee co-chairs despite our differences.
(One runs with earphones and loves chocolate
ice cream, the other runs bare-headed and
prefers vanilla ice cream.)





Happy Thanksgiving,
With gratitude,

Arnold Miller & Sandy Shapiro
Co-Presidents
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THOUGHTS FROM OUR RABBI
We frequently lack a sense of gratitude because
we lack a proper sense of perspective. Our Torah
describes our singing the Song of the Sea as a
spontaneous reaction of gratitude to the miracle of
crossing the sea on dry land, while our Egyptians
pursuers drowned. This is not surprising. A ragtag
group of slaves had just been saved from the
chariots of the most powerful king in their day by
a Divine miracle which killed their oppressors
and saved their lives. It was the most natural thing in the world for
them to thank God and praise God’s name.
Gratitude is not a new human value. Poets and philosophers have
emphasized the importance of saying thank you from time
immemorial. Every Friday night we recite Psalm 92, written 3,000
years ago: “It is good to give thanks to the Lord, and to sing Your
praise, O exalted God.” In the 19th century, Robert Louis Stevenson
said: “The man who has forgotten to be thankful, has fallen asleep in
the midst of life.” Unfortunately, by Stevenson’s definition, most
people are asleep. We do not express gratitude to God as we should;
we do not thank our families as we could.
Why is this so? Why do people neglect to thank each other? Why do
people forget to praise God for this beautiful universe; for food,
clothing/shelter? I believe there are three reasons for this human
tendency. The first is that whenever something bad happens, we blame
others or God, yet whenever something good happens, we congratulate
ourselves.
There is a second reason why we frequently lack a sense of gratitude –
because we lack a proper sense of perspective. My teacher, Rabbi
David Golinkin, writes: If you had a scheduled flight on September 11,
2001 & your flight was cancelled; your meetings were cancelled & a
friend asks, “Why are you so calm?” Maybe It's a matter of
perspective / there are 5,000 missing & presumed dead in NYC, the
World Trade Center was destroyed and tens of thousands stranded in
airports all over the world. So why should you be upset?”
The third reason for our lack of gratitude is our attitude. People tend
to find in life what they expect to find. If they look for positive things
worth being grateful for, they find them; if they look for negative
things, they find them. The grateful guest and the ingrate ate the same
food, yet one utters nothing but praise, while the other utters nothing
but criticism. It’s all a question of attitude.
These 3 tendencies can be overcome by three techniques used
throughout the ages. The first technique was summed up in a beautiful
song by Irving Berlin: “If you’re worried and you can’t sleep, just
count your blessings instead of sheep, and you’ll fall asleep, counting
your blessings.” If we stop for a moment and actually count our
blessings, we will be surprised to find that our blessings far outnumber
our misfortunes.
The second technique for cultivating an attitude of gratitude can be
summed up: “If we all went to the marketplace hoping to exchange our
troubles, we’d each come home with our own.”
3rd technique for cultivating an attitude of gratitude is to learn to
verbalize our thanks. It’s not enough to think about how thankful we
are to God; we must express it in our prayers. It’s not enough to think
about how grateful we are to our families; we must tell them so, and
often.
As we grapple with the corona pandemic here & throughout the world,
our natural tendency is to gripe and complain. We are much better off
than past generations - who experienced plagues like the Black Death,
which killed between 75 and 200 million people, or the Spanish flu,
which killed between 17 and 50 million people. They did not know the
cause of those plagues / they could not heal those who became ill.
We should be very grateful. Many in government are doing everything
they can to save lives. Volunteers and organizations are distributing
food parcels; doctors and nurses and millions of front line workers are
testing people and curing people of all ages and every religion. We
should thank God that we are alive and thank all who are helping one
another overcome this plague.

B’vrachot, blessings, Rabbi Dennis
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SCHOOL NEWS
Our Hebrew School students are the greatest! — They are
learning prayers & Israel’s national anthem, Hatikvah.
Sure hope you are all keeping safe, healthy and calm
during this challenging global pandemic.
Social distancing will not get in the way of our learning
about the Treasure of Judaism.
Join our Virtual Classroom via ZOOM, at our regular
class times: 4:30 pm Wednesdays; 10:00 am on Shabbat.

Click the email link to join us...
Meeting ID: 977-014-2663
If you are having problems joining the Virtual Classroom
please do ring me up at 949-683-918

Neal Linson Volunteer Educator
PLEASE LET US KNOW

In the event of an illness or another reason that you feel
requires the Rabbi’s attention, please call 949.830.0470

HELP BUILD OUR FUTURE

An easy way is to make a charitable gift through your
will. Simply use these words in drafting your will: “I
give and bequeath unto Temple Judea, a
nonprofit corporation, that is recognized as
exempt from tax under Section 501(c)(3) of
the Internal Revenue Code, ID# 95-2503535
the sum of $____ to be used for general
purposes.” If you don’t wish to specify an amount,
you may wish to state the amount as a percentage of
your estate. Your assets remain in your control during
your lifetime and you’re able to modify your bequest
should circumstances change. Please let us know if
we can be of assistance to you or your advisors.

SHMOOZE with Rabbi Dennis

WEEKLY CURRENT EVENT DIGEST
Thought provoking ideas & articles
Click the email link to join us...

578 East San Bernardino Road
Covina, California 91723

Eric
Eric Rothman
Rothman FDR
FDR 810
810
Sandra
B.
Fine
FDR
Sandra B. Fine FDR 1502
1502
Sandra B. Fine FDR1502

To include a Personal Message in our monthly Bulletin,
EMAIL your message (up to 20 words) & send a $15 donation
to our Office before the 10th. (Up to 30 words ~ $25)

My heartfelt thanks to all our friends for your
contributions to Temple Judea in Leo's memory and
especially to Rabbi and Sima for their words of love and
encouragement.
Connie Miller
Thank you so much dear friends for your contributions
to Temple Judea, your cards, gifts and good wishes in
honor of my birthday. I'm truly blessed to have you as
my friends. With love,
Rebbetzen Sima
Volunteers needed: Are you interested in reaching out to
the community and telling our story in order to give
people the opportunity to become members and be part
of our family. Please call Sandy Shapiro or Arnie Miller,
our co-presidents, and volunteer.

MOVING ON

The Bereavement group led by Fran Chalin meets
virtually on Mondays at 10 a.m. The group provides the
opportunity to share experiences, hear how others deal
with grief, receive support and discover ways to cope
with feelings of sadness and loss.
There’s no fee; pre-registration is required.
To register, call Cantor Fran Chalin at 714.921.2273

HELP TEMPLE JUDEA

Link your Ralph’s rewards card to TEMPLE JUDEA
and a portion of what you spend will be donated
to support our community. Ralph’s will donate 1
to 4% of your purchases, up to $150 per month.
Follow these steps:
 Visit www.ralphs.com
 If you have not previously registered your
rewards card online, click "Register" on the
upper right & follow the instructions.
 If you have registered your rewards card
online, click "Sign In" on upper right; enter
your email address and password.
 Once you are signed in your account, click
"My Account" on the upper right to visit your
"Account Summary" page.
 Scroll to the bottom of page & click "Enroll"
under the "Community Rewards" section.
 When prompted to search for organization,
type in "Temple Judea"
 When listing for Temple Judea on Moulton
Pkwy #81537 appears, click the circle to the
left of our name.
 Then click the "Enroll" button.
Please enroll today www.ralphs.com
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Sisterhood News
Sisterhood Sponsors

FLOWERS / CAKE / KIDDUSH - Erev Shabbat & Shabbat

Your NEXT simcha occasion sponsored here!

Greetings from OUR Gift Shop
Your one stop for everything Jewish

Tallit, Kippot, jewelry, See’s Candy certificates
Hours: By Appointment
Gift Shop Maven: Sandy Meyers 949.786.2097

Sisterhood Happenings
Our gift shop is open by appointment/call
Sandy at 949 701 2376. Also, the gift shop will
be open again when the Men’s Club/Sisterhood
Breakfast Clubs restart on the first Wednesday
of each month. Come by & SHOP!
Sincerely,
Sandy Meyers, President
HELP SISTERHOOD - CONTRIBUTE TO:
 Oneg Shabbat Fund - Friday nights
 Oneg Cake Sponsor for your simcha
 Attend a theater or trip event
 Buy self-write Tribute Cards (5 for $8)
**************************

SISTERHOOD
THEATER EVENTS
Once this pandemic has passed
Then plan to Enjoy!

BLESSING FOR THOSE IN NEED OF HEALING
May the One who blessed our ancestors Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Sarah, Rebekah, Rachel,
and Leah bless and heal all those who are ill.
As those who came before us were blessed in the presence of communities that sustained
them, so we too pray for those among us that are in need of healing and those around the
world who have no one to pray on their behalf for healing.
Send them comfort and relief speedily in our days and grant them a complete healing of
body, mind, and spirit. Guard them beneath the wings of your Shehinah.
Blessed are you, Source of Life, who helps us to bring light where there is darkness, healing
where there is brokenness, and peace to all of the earth's inhabitants.
And let us say Amen.

Leave a Lasting Legacy - Remember Temple Judea

Please follow our members, Terry Walowitz, and Claire and Meyer Yourman, as great
examples of estate planning with their generous gifts made to Temple Judea. Make an
investment in Temple Judea through your 401(k), IRA or other retirement plans. You
can simply designate Temple Judea as a beneficiary of your retirement plan. You can
help ensure Temple Judea’s future by donating a bequest, gift annuity and/or insurance
policy. If you or your advisors have questions, please contact us. Help continue our
future as a center of Jewish life for your community.
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OUTREACH LIAISON
At this time of staying at home, Rita and I have been doing our best to call and check-in on the members of our
community. We like to hear your voices and hope that we are a welcome interruption in your day. If you need
anything, please call and let us know if we can help arrange it.
Hearing your ‘smiling’ voices gives us a lift as well. How much TV can we watch? When we know the TV ads and
commercials by heart and can sing the advertising melodies then we know it’s too much screen time. So it’s good
talking with you. Stay safe and healthy.
Please call the Temple office with information: name and phone number of the person to be contacted and please give
us your name as well. We feel that this is our spiritual home and the spiritual health of all our members matters to us.
We welcome your help. Please let us know if you would volunteer to help with phone calls.
Sincerely,

Ro Probolsky & Rita Frazer

Tree of Life

Acorns and Gold Leaves are available for purchase
to celebrate a special Simcha. Add to our Tree of Life
as a permanent dedication to meaningful events in
your life
949.830.0470

Leaves ~ $275 minimum
Acorns ~ $500 minimum

MEMORIAL PLAQUES
Consider honoring your loved ones
now... before prices increase
Memorial Plaque with light - three lines - $375
Large Plaque without a light - $800
Plaque in Sanctuary - $1,000
949.830.0470

CEMETERY PLOTS

Taking names for wait list when available

PACIFIC VIEW MEMORIAL PARK
MEMBER: $16,000 NON-MEMBER: $20,000
949.830.0470
THE MERIDIAN AT LAGUNA
INDEPENDENT / ASSISTED LIVING / SKILLED NURSING

Five Star Quality Care
24552 Paseo de Valencia
Laguna Hills, CA 92653
Your loved one will receive the
ultimate in comfortable living
arrangements and personalized
care. Call today to schedule
your personal tour and receive
a free gift at 949-581-6111.

Sanctuary Seat Plaques

Seat dedication plaques are available for $500
949.830.0470

BOOK REVIEW CORNER by Dara Linson
THE JOY OF JUDAISM
"The Joy of Judaism", like the classic book "Joy of
Cooking” is a packed full compendium of basic
sustenance and skills. But there’s nothing ‘basic’ to this
compelling and unique offering from immensely
talented author, Sam Glaser.
Even the book’s title indicates his fundamental attitude
and enthusiasm for Judaism and living Jewishly. ‘JOY’
isn’t typically a word that first comes to mind when
contemplating the People of the Book, God’s chosen
flock, but it should. Judaism conjures thoughts of serious
Torah study, solemn prayer in synagogue, strict rules of
kashrut, etc. Yet the concept of joyous living is truly
front and center in a life devoted to mitzvot and
conscious connection with the Divine. We are gifted
with this precious existence and commanded to make the
world a better place, a place of holiness and gratitude.
Feeling joy isn't about everything in our lives being
perfect. Rather it’s the profound soul-deep
understanding of the Breath of Life with which God
animated us into being, then exulting to refine, elevate
and sanctify this cherished life.
San Glaser is first and foremost a prolific and popular
musician. His book is literally infused with music and
lyric which heralds each chapter's uplifting, informative
perspective. Reading this book feels so personal, like
Sam is a friend sharing his heart as he describes his own
decades of experience-gleaned wisdom and growing into
his Jewish observance. His authentic voice is truly
songlike story-telling.
There is no doubt Mr. Glaser is utterly sincere and
dedicated to being a light unto the nations, and unto
every Jew! (And by light I mean a revolving mirrored
disco ball of exuberance!!) While thick with substance,
the book merrily sings along for easy reading, and is a
recipe worthy of happy feasting!
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There will not be a Breakfast Club event in
November. We look forward to its return.
STORYTIME - Volume Five (As a reminder, these
are true (or semi-true) tales about people you
probably know.)
Lady X is one of the most intellectually astute
congregants in the fifty five-year history of Temple
Judea. A very gifted student, she excelled in all
subjects. She was a few generations ahead of her
time however because her favorite classes were
mathematics and the sciences. Upon graduating
from college Lady X followed the career path that
was typical of the times – she became a teacher.
Untypically, she taught geometry. Her professional
career was very short-lived as she soon married a
neighborhood guy and focused exclusively on raising
her family.
Our heroine did not follow the rules. While the other
young mothers sat together on park benches and
gossiped or discussed current television shows while
watching their toddlers play, Lady X sat by herself
with a thermos of hot coffee and the Wall Street
Journal. Introduced to investing by her father, she
thrived on evaluating the numbers.
As a
fundamentals analyst, she studied profit margins and
earnings growth. She was very good and enlarged
the family’s monthly savings many fold.
In addition to being a valuable source of financial
data, the Wall Street Journal introduced Lady X to
Orange County, California and Leisure World.
Raised in a Good Jewish Home that emphasized
traditional values, immediately upon moving in,
Lady X joined Temple Judea, became active in
Jewish organizations and continued her philanthropy.
By the way, she is still an active investor.
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BREAKFAST CLUB
Post-coronavirus
will resume on the
First
Wednesday
of each month
10 AM - Bendat Social Hall

Ladies & Guests always welcome!

Breakfast donation: $5.00

DONATE YOUR CAR
We thank you in advance for your donated car.
Cars donated to Temple Judea are a great help to us.
If you know of a car needing a new home, call
Norm Kingston 949.679.2216. We will do the rest.
The proceeds of the sale from your generosity
BENEFIT our Temple and help build our future.

South County Outreach Food Pantry

CONDOLENCES

VOLUNTEERS needed as well !!
Most-needed food items: Peanut butter, Jelly,
Canned fruit, Canned tuna,
Pasta, Pasta sauce,
Oatmeal, Cereal, Juice
Bagged beans, Bagged rice
Thank you for your donations. They are appreciated.

Temple Judea extends our deepest sympathies
to the family of

SAVE on Your Personal 2020 Tax Bill

Arnold Miller for Marvin Mandel, President

Marie Nicholson
daughter of Jean Selner
May she be remembered for a blessing

Make a gift from your IRA before 12/31/2020 to support
Temple Judea, you benefit::
1. Gifts made from your IRA (up to $100,000)
are not reportable as taxable income.
2. Gifts qualify for the required minimum distribution (RMD)
which can lower your taxes.
Contact your IRA manager, request transfer to Temple Judea.
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Congratulations November Birthdays
8
Barry Jacobs
Marla Jacobs
9
Sam Roth

10
Sandi Bothwick
16
Rabbi Dennis
22
David Epstein

23
Ronni Cantor
25
Francine Frazer
27
Michael Neben

Congratulations November Anniversaries
Check back next month

PERSONALIZED ACKNOWLEDGEMENT CARDS

$10 Remember dear ones on birthdays, anniversaries, memorials & life cycle occasions $10

RELIGIOUS COMMITTEE

As we look at the Jewish calendar for Marcheshvan/November there are no religious holidays in this month. However, we do celebrate one of the most important and meaningful
American holidays, Thanksgiving. It is a holiday we all look forward to, but what will your
Thanksgiving look like in this pandemic year? Will you be able to celebrate with family or
friends as you usually do? Will you be part of a larger group or observe by yourselves at
home? Does it seem like there’s not as much to be thankful for? We need to realize there
are always things to be thankful for even if it seems we have to dig deeper to find them.
As Jews, we are always giving thanks in prayer. We say thank you in prayer every day.
Every time we say “Baruch ata Adonai,” “Praised are you, Lord our God” we are saying a
thank you to God. How many times during a service do we say these words? How many
times during the day do we say these words? The first words out of our mouths in the morning are supposed to be “Modeh (Modah for women) ani l’fa-necha,” “I am grateful to You”.
During the Amidah every day we say the Modim prayer – “Modim anachnu lach”, “We
thank you.” We say this individually, not as a congregation because saying thank you is not
something that someone else can do on our behalf; we must do it ourselves. The Birkat HaMazon, the Grace after Meals, is a prayer full of thanks. What about the Shechiayanu?
“Praised are you, Lord our God, King of the Universe, for granting us life, sustaining us and
helping us to reach this day.” Think of all the times we say the Shechiayanu, on holidays
and at joyous times in our lives. Even in this pandemic we can say the Shechiayanu. We are
grateful for our lives, for our good health or recovery if we’ve been ill, for our families, for
our friends, for being able to be together even if not in person.
At this season of our American Thanksgiving, let us remember all of our blessings, all the
good things in our lives. It is even more important to do so in this difficult and challenging
year. Let’s recognize and appreciate all that we have to be grateful for. Thank you for being
part of our Temple Judea family.

Sandy Shapiro
Co– Chair

Arnold Miller
Co-Chair
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Men’s Club Humor by Arnold Miller
THANKSGIVING EDITION
Question:
Answer:

What do you call a running turkey?
Fast food.

Question:
Answer:

What do you get after eating way too
much turkey and dressing?
Dessert, of course.

Question:
Answer:

What are unhappy cranberries called?
Blueberries.

Teacher:

What did the Indians bring to the first
Thanksgiving?
Baseballs.
Why baseballs?
Because they were Cleveland Indians.

=======================================

=======================================

=======================================

Student:
Teacher:
Student:
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High Holy Days: Why We Are Here by Sam Glaser
My favorite comic strip of the season is Bart Simpson at the
blackboard scrawling repeatedly, “I won’t count how many
pages are left in the Machzor (High Holiday prayer book).”
Formal prayer is an acquired taste, and its acquisition is best
achieved with frequency and familiarity. Hence the Jewish
Catch 22: many Jews only show up to pray on the two days a
year when the prayers are by far the most long-winded and
daunting.
Even with preparation and competent leadership, the High
Holidays are still a lot to handle. How can clergy best
communicate the essential themes of this period? Ideally, the
chazzan keeps the congregation engaged in participatory
melody rather than his own showboating. Hopefully, the rabbi
avoids politics and uses teaching moments to answer the
elephant in the room question: “Why are we here?” The
following is a multifaceted answer to that fundamental
question, inspired by my brilliant friend, Rabbi Simcha
Weinberg.
Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur are truly portals to newness.
I’ve heard “you never get a second chance to make a first
impression,” but God gives us that very gift during these
holidays. We have a completely fresh opportunity to be the
people we want to be. The Talmud illustrates that free will only
exists in the present. We are judged where we stand at any
given moment. On Rosh Hashanah, we can establish a radical
new direction, regardless of previous transgressions. This
opportunity to become new again isn’t just semantics. Our cells
are continuously regenerating. We know change is possible
because we have changed as a result of our deepest
experiences, both triumphant and traumatic.
On the High Holidays, our principle task is to conjure a “firsttime” meeting when we pray in the synagogue. The new you.
Totally separate from the person you were as you entered the
sanctuary. Rosh Hashanah is commonly known as the
anniversary of the creation of the world. In actuality, it is the
birthday of Adam and Eve, the anniversary of the sixth day, the
one that really matters. Just like Adam stands alone in a
nascent Garden of Eden, the very definition of a fresh start, so,
too, can we, on this first day of the year, and every day
thereafter.
Adam’s first prayer in the Garden of Eden was one of
aspiration. He saw an incomplete world and according to
Rashi, felt in his heart, “This could be so much more!” This
theme should inform all our prayers during this High Holiday
period. We’re not davening for selfish reasons; instead, we see
a world of potential and desperately want that potential
realized. Interestingly, only when Adam prayed did the rain fall
and bring forth the greenery of the garden (Rashi on B’reishit
2:5). In other words, the herbage God created on the third day
waited in subterranean suspense until the sixth day when Adam
aspired for more. Let us all be like Adam, truly wanting
greatness for ourselves and for our world. The High Holiday
season is the time to speak these aspirations into being.
God gives Adam a few jobs: take care of the garden, name the
animals and avoid certain trees. Adam becomes a “yes-man,”
calmly awaiting God’s next command. God perceives this is
not ideal (lo tov) and in order to inspire Adam to take initiative
and think outside the box, God gives him the gift of a wife. Eve
ignites his passion and cajoles him to reach his potential.
Adam’s newfound desire with Eve is a good thing: although he
eventually eats from the forbidden tree, at least he becomes an
active partner with God, not just an employee.
Continued on next page
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CONTRIBUTIONS TO OUR TEMPLE - Week ending 9/18
MEMORIALS:
Barbara & Joseph LaFranca in memory of their daughter Merav LaFranca
Bobbie & Sheldon Marshall in memory of her sister Lillian Gechtman
Ed & Nancy Cronick in memory of his father Harry Cronick
Maggie Blackwell in memory of Meyer Yourman, husband of Claire Yourman
Jean Janowsky in memory of Leo Miller, husband of Connie Miller
Jean Janowsky in memory of Meyer Yourman, husband of Claire Yourman
Terry Walowitz in memory of Meyer Yourman, husband of Claire Yourman
Sandy Shapiro in memory of Leo Miller, husband of Connie Miller
Joyce & Henry Moser in memory of Leo Miller, husband of Connie Miller
Joyce/Henry Moser in memory of Meyer Yourman, husband of Claire Yourman
Rita Frazer in memory of Leo Miller, husband of Connie Miller
Rita Frazer in memory of Meyer Yourman, husband of Claire Yourman
Sandy Meyers in memory of Leo Miller, husband of Connie Miller
Sandy Meyers in memory of Meyer Yourman, husband of Claire Yourman
SHABBAT KIDDUSH LUNCH FUND:
Vivian Silver honored on her birthday by Sandy Shapiro
Sharon Chase honored on her birthday by Marvin Mandel
Sandy Shapiro honored on her birthday by Maggie Blackwell
Henry Nahoum honored on his birthday by Maggie Blackwell
Laura Lamden honored on her birthday by Maggie Blackwell
Norman Kingston honored on his birthday by Maggie Blackwell
Health, strength, recovery to Claire Yourman by Maggie Blackwell
Health, strength, recovery to Claire Yourman by Rita Frazer
RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND:
Henry Nahoum in memory of his father Isaac Nahoum
Terry Walowitz thanking Rabbi for the healing prayers for my friends in need
NEW MEMBERSHIP SUPPORT FUND:
Sandy Shapiro honored on her birthday by Steve & Sunny Schwartz
TORAH MAINTENANCE FUND:
Mark Snider honored on his 65th birthday by Sandy Meyers
Week ending 9/25
MEMORIALS:
Rosa Schwarzberg in memory of her brother Benjamin Moshe Goldfeld
Jean Janowsky in memory of her husband Buddy Janowsky
Deanna & David Epstein in memory of her late husband Michael Swagel
Deanna & David Epstein in memory of her father Bernard Morris
Howard & Denise Leiter in memory of his grandfather William Veta
Herb Sier/Susan Flignor in memory of Meyer Yourman, husband of Claire
Richard Merkatz in memory of Meyer Yourman, husband of Claire Yourman
Alan Rubinstein in memory of his father Izhak Rubinstein
Roberta & Stuart Sears in memory of Meyer Yourman, husband of Claire
Jessica & Alex Brand in memory of Meyer Yourman, husband of Claire
SHABBAT KIDDUSH LUNCH FUND:
Supported by Catherine Rubenstein
Sandy Shapiro honored on her birthday by Rose & Bernie Linson
Henry Nahoum honored on his birthday by Rose & Bernie Linson
Laura Lamden honored on her birthday by Rose & Bernie Linson
Health, strength, recovery to Claire Yourman by Rose & Bernie Linson
Shana tovah, gut yontif, to the entire Temple family by Rose & Bernie Linson
RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND:
Henry Nahoum in memory of Meyer Yourman, husband of Claire Yourman
Week ending 10/2
MEMORIALS:
Leon & Ellen November in memory of his father Maurie November
Annette Ross in memory of her mother Sophie Kublin
Howard & Denise Leiter in memory of his grandfather William Veta
Marvin Mandel in memory of Meyer Yourman, husband of Claire Yourman
Jean Stieglitz in memory of her sister-in-law Sadye Stieglitz
Doreen & Norman Kingston in memory of her father Abe Boorstein
SHABBAT KIDDUSH LUNCH FUND:
Sharon Chase honored on her birthday by Sima & Rabbi Dennis
RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND:
Rabbi Dennis in appreciation for beautiful HHD services by Jean Janowsky
Cantor Chazan in appreciation for beautiful HHD services by Jean Janowsky
Susan Kotses in appreciation for beautiful HHD services by Jean Janowsky
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Continued from previous page
This time period, therefore, is the season for the
awakening of desire. We sing Zochreynu
L’chaim in our prayers, acknowledging God
wants us to desire life, to serve proactively as
God’s “hands” in the world, to fill our finite days
with purpose and beauty.
One of the crucial changes in the Rosh Hashanah
liturgy is the repeated emphasis of God as
Melech, or King. The Shacharit service opens
with the cantor’s bold “Hamelech” fanfare and
we make the “Melech” insertions in the Amidah
or risk having to start the whole thing from the
beginning. Having a king as our celestial Parent
elevates us to the rank of prince or princess. Our
sages tell us that we earned our regal pedigree as
the offspring of our exemplary matriarchs and
patriarchs. The Akeidah, the binding of Yitzchak,
which we read about on the second day of Rosh
Hashanah, seals our royal status in the eyes of the
angelic realms. Note that it’s an angel who
responds to Avraham’s heroic act (B’reishit
22:12). The angels needed convincing that
humankind was worthy of Torah and this episode
sealed the deal. If we do our job over the High
Holidays, we emerge whitewashed of sin, at
parity with the angels, reunited with our Creator
and our meritorious ancestors. We leave in royal
robes, aware of our inner beauty, aspiring to
make the world a proper kingdom for God.
It’s not only Rosh Hashanah where we see
mention of God’s kingship. An important part of
our Yom Kippur service is the re-enactment of
the procedures followed by the priests in the Beit
Hamikdash (Holy Temple). The reason for this
Avodah service is not only to commemorate what
was. It’s to remember we had a palace, God’s
palace, a national central address fit for our
Monarch. The sound of the shofar is a coronation
trumpet; the unforgettable major key cadence of
the evening High Holiday prayers is the
coronation suite. Thanks to the genius of the
Ba’al Haturim (Rabbi Yaakov ben Asher, 12691343), we know the gematria of Beit Hamikdash
equals 861. So, too, does the word Rosh
Hashanah. An integral connection binds both
concepts, inspiring us to reclaim our regal
heritage and turn our hearts towards Jerusalem.
Perhaps the best answer to the “why are we
here?” question: we are being judged. While it is
serious business, we should be happy about it.
Shvitzing in a synagogue for endless hours to be
judged? I’ll take the beach! But the reality is that
we crave judgment. We’re desperate to know we
are on a true path. We spend millions on success
coaches, consultants and seminars to realign our
trajectories and reach our goals. The idea of God
judging us should provide a sense of comfort that
God cares.
Continued on next page

REACH OUT BY PHONE
or CARD - TOUCH SOMEONE!
Both they and you will be glad you did!
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Temple Judea

CONTRIBUTIONS TO OUR TEMPLE
Week ending 10/9

MEMORIALS:
Golda Brill in memory of her father Jack Franklin
Mike Alpert in memory of his grandfather Simon Mencher
Annette Ross in memory of her grandfather Nathan Kerman
Jeanne Stieglitz in memory of her husband Jack Stieglitz
Steve & Sunny Schwartz in memory of his father Milton Schwartz
Carey Levy in memory of his father Al Levy
Mike & Myra Neben in memory of his brother Donald Neben
SHABBAT KIDDUSH LUNCH FUND:
Connie Miller honored on her birthday by Celia Markovitz
Rebbetzen Sima honored on her birthday by Celia Markovitz
Sunny Schwartz honored on her birthday by Marvin Mandel
Rebbetzen Sima honored on her birthday by Marvin Mandel
Cantor Chazan for a sweet & happy new year by Marvin Mandel
Susan Kotses for a sweet & happy new year by Marvin Mandel
Connie Miller honored on her birthday by Rita Frazer
Rebbetzen Sima honored on her birthday by Rita Frazer
Sandy Meyers happiness & health in your new home by Rita Frazer
Rita Frazer in memory of Meyer Yourman, husband of Claire
Rebbetzen Sima honored on her birthday by Sandy Shapiro
Rebbetzen Sima honored on her birthday by Laura Lamden
Sandy Meyers happiness & health in your new home by Laura Lamden
RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND:
Rebbetzen Sima honored on her birthday by Jean Janowsky
Rebbetzen Sima honored on her birthday by Terry Walowitz
NEW MAHZOR LEV SHALEM / HHD PRAYER BOOK:
Sandy Shapiro dedicated in memory of Meyer Yourman, husband of Claire
Laura Lamden dedicated in memory of Meyer Yourman, husband of Claire
NEW MEMBER SUPPORT FUND:
Sunny Schwartz honored on her birthday by Sandy Shapiro
TORAH MAINTENANCE FUND:
Sunny Schwartz honored on her birthday by Terry Walowitz
Supported by Terry Walowitz
Sandy Meyers happiness & health in your new home by Sandy Shapiro
Week ending 10/16
MEMORIALS:
Annette Ross in memory of her father Hymen Kublin
Joyce Sommer in memory her father Benjamin Kirschner
Joyce Sommer in memory of her mother Leah Kirschner
Sandy Shapiro in memory of Marie Nicholson, daughter of Jean Selner
Rita Frazer in memory of Loretta Isenberg, aunt of Mayer Gusik
SHABBAT KIDDUSH LUNCH FUND:
Brian & Sharon Probolsky honored on their anniversary by Terry Walowitz
Brian & Sharon Probolsky honored on their anniversary by Celia Markovitz
Brian & Sharon Probolsky honored on their anniversary by Marvin Mandel
Brian & Sharon Probolsky honored on their anniversary by Rita Frazer
Brian & Sharon Probolsky honored on their anniversary by Laura Lamden
RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND:
Rebbetzen Sima honored on her birthday by Noel & Janet Schachner
Rebbetzen Sima honored on her birthday by Susan Flignor & Herb Sier
TORAH MAINTENANCE FUND:
Brian & Sharon Probolsky honored on their anniversary by Sandy Shapiro
Sandy Meyers happiness & health in your new home by Jean Janowsky
Jean Janowsky in memory of Gloria Slater, beloved of Ed Sherwood
Jean Janowsky in memory of Marie Nicholson, daughter of Jean Selner
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Continued from previous page
The number one hit on the High Holiday Top 40 is
Avinu Malkeinu, the moving prayer referring to
Hashem as Father and King. Judgment is considered
a masculine aspect of our Creator. While we hope
for mercy and kindness, the feminine aspect of
Godliness, Rosh Hashanah requires welcoming
God’s unflinching assessment of our personal
progress.
Yom Kippur is about begging forgiveness for the
times that we didn’t make God King. There is a
cleansing power implicit in the day, absolving us of
all our collective shortcomings, giving us a fresh
start in the relationship. Once we learn the
intricacies of halacha, it becomes clear how easy it
is to transgress. What a gift that a single twenty-five
hour period of earnest prayer can wipe away every
forgotten blessing, every vow, every illicit thought.
The pageantry of Kol Nidrei opens the proceedings
with a fanfare announcing the Heavenly Court.
Over the course of the five services of the day, we
have multiple repetitions of the Vidui (Confession)
to ensure we cover every possible transgression.
Just like the Amidah, the Vidui is in the plural, in
other words, on this Day of Awe (or Awesome
Day), seeking forgiveness is a team effort.
How is it possible we can fix everything? Does
God really forgive? Does God love humanity
enough to care about each one of us? Remarkably,
the answer is yes. A chet (sin) means “missing the
mark;” in other words, there is no truly intentional
sin. We are “off target” in life simply because we
don’t perceive the gravity of our actions. Any
personal shortcomings serving as the impetus to
repair our relationship can become mitzvot—in the
long run, they get us closer to Hashem. Rather than
pounding one’s chest for poor choices, may I
suggest—do it gently, with a smile inside, knowing
God judges us with compassion and is ALWAYS
ready for us to come home.
The High Holidays are about restoring what we
always have inside, which is a sweet, loving child.
Our inner child is quick to recover from a setback,
is openly affectionate and sees the world with wideeyed wonder. That child knows he is beautiful in his
parents’ eyes and since the world revolves around
him, he can be a tyrant prince. When a toddler cries,
a few moments later she may be laughing with
joyous abandon. Rabbi Weinberg quotes the Zohar,
stating that the shofar blast is really a lullaby.
Imagine that the final tekiyah gedolah at the end of
Yom Kippur is an extended lullaby from God, just
for you. This is why we are here.
Sam Glaser is a per for mer , composer , pr oducer
and author in Los Angeles. Visit him online at
www.samglaser.com.
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