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UPCOMING EVENTS
Sukkot & Yizkor Services 5781
Sukkot 1st Day
Shabbat, Oct 3
10:00am
Sukkot 2nd Day
Sunday, Oct 4
10:00am
Chol Hamoed Sukkot Monday thru Thursday
Minyan on
Oct 5 thru 8
10:00am
Hoshana Rabbah
Friday, Oct 9
10:00am
Shemini Atzeret
Shabbat, October 10 10:00am
Yizkor, Approximately, 11:00am
Simchat Torah
Sunday, October 11 10:00am

STAY SAFE & HEALTHY!
Join us virtually on-line via ZOOM

All Sukkot Holiday services &
7:30 pm Erev Shabbat/Friday
10 am Shabbat/Saturday
No computer? - call in by phone!
Use this link from
our website for
Temple Judea
to earn 0.5%
of your purchases.

Yom Kippur/Kol Nidre Pledges To Date

Thank you for your needed support at this “awe-”some time.
Arnie Adler
Ron & Ulla Barr
Sam & Rita Bidner
Maggie Blackwell
Steven & Mary Bleiweiss
Shirley Brodsky
Ronni Cantor
Azam Cohen
Rosella Elkind
Rita Feblowicz
Rita Frazer
John & Sandy Goodman
Charles & Shelly Gorenstein
Sandra Grifman
Susan & Sara Hargis
Marla & Barry Jacobs
Gayle Jacobson
Jean Janowsky
Doreen & Norman Kingston
Laura Lamden

Neal & Dara Linson
Celia Markovitz
Gideon Markus
Revekah Martinez
Anim Mener
Richard Merkatz
Sandy Meyers
Connie Miller
Mike & Myra Neben
Ro Probolsky
Sam & Kathleen Roth
Marcia Satz
Steve & Sunny Schwartz
Rosa Schwarzberg
Jean Selner
Sandy Shapiro
Susan Flignor & Herb Sier
Donna Simon
Eva & Hugh Toczek
Terry Walowitz

Help us use
a creative way
to donate
for our future.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
We have just observed a most interesting and unusual High
Holiday season. We hope you found our Zoom High Holy Day
services inspirational and fulfilling. As we always say “It’s the
next best thing to being there in person.” We wish you all the
best in this new year of 5781. We thank those of you who have
already responded to our annual Yom Kippur Appeal. If you
haven’t, we hope you will do so.
Now more than ever, our Temple Judea family needs to come
together to keep our spiritual home financially secure. Though
physically distant we have stayed spiritually connected. Our
clergy have inspired us to meet the challenges of maintaining our
strong synagogue community during these unprecedented times.
We are adjusting to living through a worldwide pandemic. We
must continue to learn together, pray together, meet together,
even if it cannot be in person as soon as we would like. We
must keep our Temple strong. We need your help.
Though we may not physically be in our building, we still have a
building to maintain, employees to pay and all other expenses
that are incurred. Our Zoom services and outreach phone calls
are new added expenses as we secure our connections with you,
our members. Our Rabbi Dennis Linson, Cantor Josef Chazan
and Cantorial Soloist Susan Kotses work hard to provide us with
beautiful and inspiring services. Rabbi Dennis provides us with
weekly educational and discussion opportunities. Our office is
open for business as usual with our Rebbetzen, Sima, and
Loretta ready to help you. Sima still plans events, such as our
Sephardic Rosh Hashanah seder, to engage our congregation.
Our Hebrew school continues to meet virtually with Neal
Linson, our volunteer educator. As you can see, the work,
activities and expenses of our Temple have not ceased because
we cannot be in our building. We do all these things and more
with a dues structure that is significantly lower than any other
full-service congregation in Orange County, especially one that
has its own beautiful building. We continue to find ways to cut
costs to ensure financial stability.
Again, we thank you if you have already made your pledge and/
or payment to support our Yom Kippur Appeal. If you have not
done so, it is not too late. As in many other congregations this is
our major fundraiser and we need your support. All you have to
do is call the office to make your pledge and /or payment or send
back the tab card you received in the mail.
Your financial support will help us live safe, healthy and
meaningful Jewish lives. Our Temple Judea has met our
extraordinary challenges this year. With your support we look
forward to continuing to go from strength to strength in this new
year. Thank you for being part of our Temple Judea family and
for your continuing support.
With gratitude, Arnold Miller & Sandy Shapiro Co-Presidents
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THOUGHTS FROM OUR RABBI
Our Yizkor memorial service is placed at
four emotionally strategic locations on our
Jewish calendar: Yom Kippur, Sukkot,
Passover and Shavuot - major holidays of
our Jewish year. These are the days when,
traditionally, families came together after
services for a special holiday meal. What the
rabbis had in mind is pretty clear. We will remember the people
we loved at times when we have our best memories of happy
times shared - holidays!

So Yizkor is about time as much as anything else - how we save
time, how we spend it - in general, what we do with our time
with the people we loved and continue to love. When we grieve
for some beloved person in our life who has died, there are two
primary things we must learn to do in order to complete the
love we have for them: love life and let go.
What does it mean to love life in this context? It means to take
a special trait of that person, now gone, find that trait in
yourself, and then utilize that trait in your life. It means to have
an awareness of carrying something of that person within you,
and with that awareness, to have a special purpose. It is normal
to ask the question, “How can I go on?” As long as you have
that reason to continue, featuring that special trait which you
carry of your beloved, the “how” will work itself out.
How can we not feel pain when that person is no longer by our
side? That pain feels unfair to have to endure. But the pain of
life can teach each of us to understand life and, in our
understanding of life, to love life.
The second part to completing our love for somebody who has
died is to let go. Don’t mistake letting go with forgetting. They
are not the same. Letting go means to make room in your life
once again for laughter, for curiosity, for discovery, for
exploration, for new possibilities.
This act may parallel what we have to do with those we loved
who have died - not to forget, in fact never to forget them - but
eventually, to let go; to allow oneself to continue; to allow
room for life to pulse through one’s veins once again; to learn,
to live, to strive - to do all those things that make life ... life.
And after our period of grief and mourning, we do this out of
loyalty to what they stood for and what they would have wanted
for us. And we do this out of love.
If you were to take a poll, you may find that the greatest fear
people articulate is the fear of dying. But the greatest unspoken
fear is the fear of not fully living. When we honor our dead, we
can do so most meaningfully by doing just that - living a
meaningful life. When we do this, it completes our love for
them. We loved them in life. We completely love them in
death. We remember them and they continue to be a blessing to
us.
May your loved ones be a blessing to you..
Now, more than ever, we need prayer and community, we need
each other to calm our nerves, open our hearts, lift our spirit,
and touch our souls. We know it can happen - if we let it, as
God is located wherever and whenever we let God in.
G’mar chatima tova , Rabbi Dennis
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SCHOOL NEWS
Our Hebrew School students are the greatest! — They are
learning prayers & Israel’s national anthem, Hatikvah.
Sure hope you are all keeping safe, healthy and calm
during this challenging global pandemic.
Social distancing will not get in the way of our learning
about the Treasure of Judaism.
Join our Virtual Classroom via ZOOM, at our regular
class times: 4:30 pm Wednesdays; 10:00 am on Shabbat.

Click the email link to join us...
Meeting ID: 977-014-2663
If you are having problems joining the Virtual Classroom
please do ring me up at 949-683-918

Neal Linson Volunteer Educator
PLEASE LET US KNOW

In the event of an illness or another reason that you feel
requires the Rabbi’s attention, please call 949.830.0470

HELP BUILD OUR FUTURE

An easy way is to make a charitable gift through your
will. Simply use these words in drafting your will: “I
give and bequeath unto Temple Judea, a
nonprofit corporation, that is recognized as
exempt from tax under Section 501(c)(3) of
the Internal Revenue Code, ID# 95-2503535
the sum of $____ to be used for general
purposes.” If you don’t wish to specify an amount,
you may wish to state the amount as a percentage of
your estate. Your assets remain in your control during
your lifetime and you’re able to modify your bequest
should circumstances change. Please let us know if
we can be of assistance to you or your advisors.

SHMOOZE with Rabbi Dennis

WEEKLY CURRENT EVENT DIGEST
Thought provoking ideas & articles
Click the email link to join us...

578 East San Bernardino Road
Covina, California 91723

Eric
Eric Rothman
Rothman FDR
FDR 810
810
Sandra
B.
Fine
FDR
Sandra B. Fine FDR 1502
1502
Sandra B. Fine FDR1502

To include a Personal Message in our monthly Bulletin,
EMAIL your message (up to 20 words) & send a $15 donation
to our Office before the 10th. (Up to 30 words ~ $25)

Thank you dear friends for your good wishes, cards
and contribution to Temple Judea in honor of my
birthday. I appreciate it very much. Love,
Henry Nahoum
Thank you for sending in your 5781 (2020/2021)
membership renewal forms. We look forward to
virtually welcoming you at shul throughout the
coming year and again, God-willing, in-person
sooner than later
Volunteers needed: Are you interested in reaching
out to the community and telling our story in order
to give people the opportunity to become members
and be part of our family. Please call Sandy Shapiro
or Arnie Miller, our co-presidents, and volunteer.

MOVING ON

The Bereavement group led by Fran Chalin meets at
Temple Judea on Mondays at 10 a.m. The group
provides the opportunity to share experiences, hear how
others deal with grief, receive support and discover ways
to cope with feelings of sadness and loss.
There’s no fee; pre-registration is required.
To register, call Cantor Fran Chalin at 714.921.2273

HELP TEMPLE JUDEA

Link your Ralph’s rewards card to TEMPLE JUDEA
and a portion of what you spend will be donated
to support our community. Ralph’s will donate 1
to 4% of your purchases, up to $150 per month.
Follow these steps:
 Visit www.ralphs.com
 If you have not previously registered your
rewards card online, click "Register" on the
upper right & follow the instructions.
 If you have registered your rewards card
online, click "Sign In" on upper right; enter
your email address and password.
 Once you are signed in your account, click
"My Account" on the upper right to visit your
"Account Summary" page.
 Scroll to the bottom of page & click "Enroll"
under the "Community Rewards" section.
 When prompted to search for organization,
type in "Temple Judea"
 When listing for Temple Judea on Moulton
Pkwy #81537 appears, click the circle to the
left of our name.
 Then click the "Enroll" button.
Please enroll today www.ralphs.com
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Sisterhood News
Sisterhood Sponsors

FLOWERS / CAKE / KIDDUSH - Erev Shabbat & Shabbat

Your NEXT simcha occasion sponsored here!

Greetings from OUR Gift Shop
Your one stop for everything Jewish

Tallit, Kippot, jewelry, See’s Candy certificates
Hours: By Appointment
Gift Shop Maven: Sandy Meyers 949.786.2097

Sisterhood Happenings
Our gift shop is open by appointment/call
Sandy at 949 701 2376. Also, the gift shop will
be open again when the Men’s Club/Sisterhood
Breakfast Clubs restart on the first Wednesday
of each month. Come by & SHOP!
Sincerely,
Sandy Meyers, President
HELP SISTERHOOD - CONTRIBUTE TO:
 Oneg Shabbat Fund - Friday nights
 Oneg Cake Sponsor for your simcha
 Attend a theater or trip event
 Buy self-write Tribute Cards (5 for $8)
**************************

SISTERHOOD
THEATER EVENTS
Once this pandemic has passed
Then plan to Enjoy!

BLESSING FOR THOSE IN NEED OF HEALING
May the One who blessed our ancestors Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Sarah, Rebekah, Rachel,
and Leah bless and heal all those who are ill.
As those who came before us were blessed in the presence of communities that sustained
them, so we too pray for those among us that are in need of healing and those around the
world who have no one to pray on their behalf for healing.
Send them comfort and relief speedily in our days and grant them a complete healing of
body, mind, and spirit. Guard them beneath the wings of your Shehinah.
Blessed are you, Source of Life, who helps us to bring light where there is darkness, healing
where there is brokenness, and peace to all of the earth's inhabitants.
And let us say Amen.

Leave a Lasting Legacy - Remember Temple Judea

Please follow our members, Terry Walowitz, and Claire and Meyer Yourman, as great
examples of estate planning with their generous gifts made to Temple Judea. Make an
investment in Temple Judea through your 401(k), IRA or other retirement plans. You
can simply designate Temple Judea as a beneficiary of your retirement plan. You can
help ensure Temple Judea’s future by donating a bequest, gift annuity and/or insurance
policy. If you or your advisors have questions, please contact us. Help continue our
future as a center of Jewish life for your community.
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OUTREACH LIAISON
At this time of staying at home, Rita and I have been doing our best to call and check-in on the members of our
community. We like to hear your voices and hope that we are a welcome interruption in your day. If you need
anything, please call and let us know if we can help arrange it.
Hearing your ‘smiling’ voices gives us a lift as well. How much TV can we watch? When we know the TV ads and
commercials by heart and can sing the advertising melodies then we know it’s too much screen time. So it’s good
talking with you. Stay safe and healthy.
Please call the Temple office with information: name and phone number of the person to be contacted and please give
us your name as well. We feel that this is our spiritual home and the spiritual health of all our members matters to us.
We welcome your help. Please let us know if you would volunteer to help with phone calls.
Sincerely,

Ro Probolsky & Rita Frazer

Tree of Life

Acorns and Gold Leaves are available for purchase
to celebrate a special Simcha. Add to our Tree of Life
as a permanent dedication to meaningful events in
your life
949.830.0470

REACH OUT BY PHONE
or CARD
and TOUCH SOMEONE!

Leaves ~ $275 minimum
Acorns ~ $500 minimum

Both they and you will be glad you did!

MEMORIAL PLAQUES

Seat dedication plaques are available for $500
949.830.0470

Consider honoring your loved ones
now... before prices increase
Memorial Plaque with light - three lines - $375
Large Plaque without a light - $800
Plaque in Sanctuary - $1,000
949.830.0470

CEMETERY PLOTS

Taking names for wait list when available

PACIFIC VIEW MEMORIAL PARK
MEMBER: $16,000 NON-MEMBER: $20,000
949.830.0470
THE MERIDIAN AT LAGUNA
INDEPENDENT / ASSISTED LIVING / SKILLED NURSING

Five Star Quality Care
24552 Paseo de Valencia
Laguna Hills, CA 92653
Your loved one will receive the
ultimate in comfortable living
arrangements and personalized
care. Call today to schedule
your personal tour and receive
a free gift at 949-581-6111.

Sanctuary Seat Plaques

More Humor to Make Us Smile
by Dara Linson

Setting a table for 4

A Jewish couple won $20,000,000 in the lottery and
immediately set out to begin a life of luxury. They
bought a mansion in the Hamptons and surrounded
themselves with all the material wealth imaginable.
They decided to hire a butler. Through an agency
they found the perfect butler - very proper and very
British.
The day after his arrival, they instructed him to set
the dining room table for four, as they were inviting
the Cohens to lunch. The couple then left the house
to do some shopping. When they returned, they
found the table set for eight. They asked the butler
why eight, when they had specifically instructed
him to set the table for four.
The butler replied,
"The Cohens telephoned and said they were
bringing the Blintzes and the Knishes."
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There will not be a Breakfast Club event in October
or the immediate future. We look forward to its
return.
STORYTIME - Volume Four
(As a reminder, these are true (or semi-true) tales
about people you probably know.)
Congregant X was raised on the East Coast in an
upper middle class environment. Atypically for his
Jewish upbringing, he was a hunter and often
pursued deer and ducks with his father and uncles.
During his fourth year in college he was drafted to
serve in World War II. In recognition of his
academic training and weaponry skill he was
admitted to the officer training program. Based upon
his battlefield accomplishments and the attrition of
his peers, he rose in rank from 2nd lieutenant to
major.
Upon returning home, Congregant X resumed his
studies and earned a PhD in mathematics. He spent
the next thirty years as a college professor. In the
early 1950s, a childhood friend, a very successful
local bookmaker requested X’s assistance. The
bookie wanted to expand from taking local bets on
The Numbers and baseball to college basketball and
football. Congregant X would bring a scientific
approach to setting point spreads so that the same
amount of money would be bet on both sides of a
game and The House would profit from the 10%
vigorish paid by the loser. The enterprise proved
successful and established a booming branch office
in Las Vegas.
Congregant X was a member of Temple Judea for a
brief time in its early years. Completing the circle,
his offspring, a rather private person, is currently a
Temple Judea congregant.
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BREAKFAST CLUB
Post-coronavirus
will resume on the
First
Wednesday
of each month
10 AM - Bendat Social Hall

Ladies & Guests always welcome!

Breakfast donation: $5.00

DONATE YOUR CAR
We thank you in advance for your donated car.
Cars donated to Temple Judea are a great help to us.
If you know of a car needing a new home, call
Norm Kingston 949.679.2216. We will do the rest.
The proceeds of the sale from your generosity
BENEFIT our Temple and help build our future.

South County Outreach Food Pantry

CONDOLENCES

VOLUNTEERS needed as well !!
Most-needed food items: Peanut butter, Jelly,
Canned fruit, Canned tuna,
Pasta, Pasta sauce,
Oatmeal, Cereal, Juice
Bagged beans, Bagged rice
Thank you for your donations. They are appreciated.

Temple Judea extends our deepest sympathies
to the families of

SAVE on Your Personal 2020 Tax Bill

Arnold Miller for Marvin Mandel, President

Leo Miller,
husband of Connie Miller
Meyer Yourman,
husband of Claire Yourman
May they be remembered for a blessing

Make a gift from your IRA before 12/31/2020 to support
Temple Judea, you benefit::
1. Gifts made from your IRA (up to $100,000)
are not reportable as taxable income.
2. Gifts qualify for the required minimum distribution (RMD)
which can lower your taxes.
Contact your IRA manager, request transfer to Temple Judea.
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Congratulations October Birthdays
1
Connie Miller
4
Donna Simon
6
Jaimie Shane

9
Mitch Shiffman
11
Sunny Schwartz
12
Glenda Burgos

13
Sima Linson
Erwin Skadron
14
Grace Rausch
24
Mayer Gusik

29
Richard Mandelsohn
31
Anim Mener

Congratulations October Anniversaries
17
Brian & Sharon Probolsky

30
Michael & Jaimie Shane

PERSONALIZED ACKNOWLEDGEMENT CARDS

$10 Remember dear ones on birthdays, anniversaries, memorials & life cycle occasions $10

RELIGIOUS COMMITTEE
Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur have passed. Don’t be sad; a fun holiday will now be celebrated together.
Succos begins exactly five days after Yom Kippur and is a very joyous holiday. It began well before the
observance of Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur. The origins of Succos are found in an ancient autumnal
harvest festival and is sometimes referred to as “Hag Ha-Asif, The Harvest Festival.”
Much of the ritual of the holiday revolves around rejoicing and thanking God for the completed harvest. The
sukkah represents the huts that farmers would live in during the last hectic period of harvest before the
coming of the winter rains. As is the case with other festivals whose origins may not have been Jewish, the
Bible reinterpreted the festival to imbue it with a specific Jewish meaning. Thus, Succos came to commemorate the wanderings of the Israelites in the desert after the revelation at Mount Sinai, with the huts
representing the temporary shelters that the Israelites lived in during those 40 years.
In the times of the Holy Temples, Succos was also the time of the water-drawing ceremony, a wonderfully
joyous and upbeat celebration. As with all festivals, services play an important role in the communal
celebration of Succos. In addition to special festival readings, including Psalms of Praise (Hallel), on
Succos additional prayers are included in the service asking God to save us (Hoshana).
We will be having virtual Succos Services each day of the holiday as shown on the calendar in the back of
this Bulletin. Succos is referred to as zeman simchateynu, the “season of our joy” – please join us in its
celebration.
On behalf of ourselves and the Religious Committee we wish each and every one of you a very happy,
healthy, fruitful and safe new year. We look forward to seeing you at all our Sukkos services.
Chag Sameach,

Sandy Shapiro
Co– Chair

Arnold Miller
Co-Chair
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Men’s Club Humor by Arnold Miller
Judy gets up very early in the morning on her birthday.
Very excitedly she wakes up her husband Jim and says:
“I just dreamed that you gave me a beautiful pearl necklace.
What do you think it means?”
Only half awake, Jim replies: “You’ll know tonight!”
He then rolls over and goes back to sleep
That evening, Jim comes home with a beautifully gift-wrapped
package. He gives it to his wife.
Anxiously, Judy quickly rips open the box. Inside she finds a
book entitled "The Meaning of Dreams."
=======================================

"Knock, knock."
"Who's there?"
"Nobel."
"Nobel who?"
"No bell that's why I knocked."

=======================================

Question:
Answer:

How do you create light by using water?
Clean the windows!
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Rosh Hashanah: The Parade of Tears by Sam Glaser
I left home for my cousin Gene Samson’s funeral feeling
frustrated I was losing half my day, begrudgingly donning
a black suit on a 90-degree L.A. scorcher. However, as
soon as I entered the mortuary, I was immediately uplifted
by seeing the faces of my extended family. There is a
palpable soul-satisfaction when we gather together and
perform the ancient ritual of burying a loved one.
Gene died at the ripe old age of eighty-three and was
beloved by all who knew him. He had a winning
personality and was functioning on all cylinders until he
left this world. Funerals for the elderly are bittersweet
affairs, combining mourning with humorous anecdotes and
descriptions of their legacy. We cried for Gene’s widow,
children and grandchildren, who had clearly lost their
patriarch. But our tears were tempered by the awareness
that Gene’s was a life fully lived and his departure, at least
to me, was a celebration of life, more a bon voyage than a
tragic ending.
Rabbi Mark Hyman eloquently led the service, mentioning
that the timing of my cousin’s passing coincided with the
beginning of Elul. At that moment, I realized I had been
too busy to experience Elul, too obsessed with my selfimposed deadlines to make a spiritual accounting. It’s hard
to smell the roses with your nose to the grindstone. I took
time to wander the cemetery with my parents and pay
respects at the various graves of our loved ones. I wept at
my grandparents’ graves, an autonomic response whenever
I see my dad getting misty-eyed. Perhaps I just needed to
open my heart and have a “good cry.” Sometimes God’s
kindness comes in the form of a funeral, getting interrupted
from one’s work and having to wear a suit on a sweltering
day.
Reacquainting oneself with the power of tears is the secret
to unlocking the storehouse of simcha. Every passage of
Torah and Nevi’im (Prophets) read over the holiday
depicts different categories of this uniquely human
response to joy and pain. Perhaps the best exercise during
Elul is to relearn how to cry by examining the inspiration
for our biblical heroes’ most poignant milestones. Here are
some of the players in the “Parade of Tears,” based on an
intriguing lecture I once heard in Jerusalem.
Our first tale comes from the Torah reading on the first day
of Rosh Hashanah, the expulsion of Hagar and Yishmael
from the home of Sarah and Avraham. This is the parasha
where Avraham is told “do whatever Sarah tells
you” (B’reishit 21:12), the primal marital survival tactic of
saying “yes, dear” to one’s wife. At Sarah’s request,
Avraham reluctantly sends Hagar and Yishmael out into
the arid desert. When the water runs out, Hagar leaves her
son a bowshot away so she won’t have to witness his
misery. She cries her own tears of despondence and
remarkably, God doesn’t respond to her anguish but
instead hears “the cry of the boy.” The lesson: we can and
should cry out when we are in pain. But give up? Never.
Continued on next page
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CONTRIBUTIONS TO OUR TEMPLE
Week ending 8/21
MEMORIALS:
Henry Nahoum in memory of his wife Lillian Soto Nahoum
Donna Simon in memory of her friend Jerome Bubrick
Michael & Myra Neben in memory his grandmother Frances Blank
Howard Lieberman in memory of his uncle Alex Lieberman
Howard & Denise Leiter in memory of his father William Leiter
Roberta Probolsky in memory of her son Eric Robert Probolsky
Roberta Probolsky in memory of her father Alex Hindin
Linda Covette in memory of her father Al Mandl
Shirley Brodsky in memory of her father Max Mulberg
SHABBAT KIDDUSH LUNCH FUND:
Michele Dorris honored on her birthday by Rita Frazer
Janis Schnitzer honored on her birthday by Terry Walowitz
Michele Dorris honored on her birthday by Terry Walowitz
Michele Dorris honored on her birthday by Laura Lamden
Celia Markovitz honored on her birthday by Rose & Bernie Linson
Health, strength, recovery to Jean Selner by Sandy Shapiro
RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND:
Rabbi & Sima thank you for all you do by Terry Walowitz
NEW MEMBERSHIP SUPPORT FUND:
Michele Dorris honored on her birthday by Jean Janowsky
Michele Dorris honored on her birthday by Sandy Shapiro
Michele Dorris honored on her birthday by Steve & Sunny Schwartz
TORAH MAINTENANCE FUND:
Michele Dorris honored on her birthday by Sandy Meyers
Janis Schnitzer honored on her birthday by Sandy Shapiro
Week ending 8/28
MEMORIALS:
Jay Rosenthal in memory of mother Anna Rosenthal
Sandra Grifman in memory of her husband Bernard Grifman
Stanley Broffman in memory of Sarah Broffman
Ricki & Mike Deems in memory of her father Harry Cronick
Sandy Shapiro in memory of her grandfather Samuel Liebowitz
Ro Probolsky in memory of her mother Ruth Hindin
Noel & Janet Schachner in memory of his father Albert Schachner
Fred & Jacqueline Brown in memory of her father Max Scharlin
Rich & Heidi Penkava in memory of her father David Stern
SHABBAT KIDDUSH LUNCH FUND:
Richard Merkatz honored on his birthday
by Claire & Meyer Yourman
Herb Sier & Susan Flignor honored on their anniversary
by Claire & Meyer Yourman
Herb Sier/Susan Flignor honored on their anniversary by Rita Frazer
Health, strength and recovery to Leo Miller by Jean Janowsky
Health, strength and recovery to Shirley Brodsky by Sandy Shapiro
Supported by Catherine Rubenstein
Richard Merkatz honored on his birthday by Maggie Blackwell
NEW MEMBERSHIP SUPPORT FUND:
Michele Dorris honored on her birthday by Sandi Bothwick
TORAH MAINTENANCE FUND:
Richard Merkatz honored on his birthday by Sandy Meyers
Herb Sier & Susan Flignor honored on their anniversary
by Sandy Shapiro
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Continued from previous page

Next, we have the Haftarah describing Hannah as
she weeps while beseeching God to grant her a
child. Eli, the high priest, sees her mouthing words
of prayer silently and assumes she’s yet another
Jerusalem madwoman. Eventually, Eli recognizes
his error and offers consolation and a blessing.
Hannah feels confident her prayer has been heard
and a year later gives birth to the infant who would
become my namesake, the prophet Shmuel/
Samuel. We learn from Hannah how to pray
fervently, with words silently on our lips, and from
Eli, how to respond with compassion.
On the second day of Rosh Hashanah, the Torah
introduces the next player in the celestial dance:
this time it is Yitzchak and the scene is the
infamous Akeidah, his near sacrifice at the hand of
his father Avraham on Mount Moriah. This is one
of the most difficult passages in our canon to
grasp. At the age of forty, Yitzchak seems to be
complicit in his own demise. Avraham is asked to
destroy the fruit of his life’s labor. The Midrash
tells us the angels were crying tears of disbelief
and awe at their commitment. These tears fell into
Yitzchak’s eyes, leading eventually to his
blindness. These angelic tears represent the tears of
injury, tears from damaging wounds that stay with
us forever. No one is immune from crises, trauma
and tragedy. Our challenge is whether we let
destruction sabotage our spirit or if we rise from
the ashes stronger and more deeply connected to
Hashem.
The final textual character can be found in the
second day Haftarah with our matriarch Rachel.
She is weeping for her exiled children and will not
be comforted. Rachel is laid to rest not in the
Ma’arat HaMachpelah (ancestral burial cave) with
the extended family, but along the road, so that her
kever (grave) remains a beacon for all those in
exile as they return to Jerusalem. Hers are the tears
of redemption, tears spilled over millennia of our
wandering and persecution, tears that God
carefully collects as we march slowly but surely
toward a perfected world.
Continued on next page

QUOTE: Forgive your neighbors [their]
transgressions, and then when you pray,
your sins will be forgiven. - Ben Sira 28:2
COMMENT: This teaching is not based
so much on reward, as it is on
transformation. When you do what it
takes to forgive another person’s
trespasses against you, you change as a
person. You become more empathic,
more understanding of human flaws – in
short, easier to forgive.

– Rabbi Debra Orenstein
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CONTRIBUTIONS TO OUR TEMPLE - Week ending 9/4
MEMORIALS:

Doreen/Norman Kingston in memory of his grandmother Pauline Schindler
Donna Simon in memory of her husband Gilbert Simon
Armin Shimerman in memory of his mother Susan Shimerman
Anim Mener in memory of her husband Max Mener
SHABBAT KIDDUSH LUNCH FUND:

Health, strength, recovery to Claire Yourman by Terry Walowitz
Health, strength, recovery to Meyer Yourman by Terry Walowitz
Sandy Shapiro honored on her birthday by Terry Walowitz
Sandy Shapiro honored on her birthday by Laura Lamden
Health, strength, recovery to Claire Yourman by Laura Lamden
Health, strength, recovery to Meyer Yourman by Laura Lamden
Health, strength, recovery to Claire Yourman by Sandy Shapiro
Health, strength, recovery to Meyer Yourman by Sandy Shapiro
Health, strength, recovery to Leo Miller by Sandy Shapiro
Health, strength, recovery to Shirley Brodsky by Joyce & Henry Moser
Sandy Shapiro honored on her birthday by Joyce & Henry Moser
Health, strength, recovery to Claire Yourman by Rose & Bernie Linson
Health, strength, recovery to Meyer Yourman by Rose & Bernie Linson
Sandy Shapiro honored on her birthday by Rita Frazer
Sandy Shapiro honored on her birthday by Celia Markovitz
Celia Markovitz honored on her birthday by Marvin Mandel
Richard Merkatz honored on his birthday by Marvin Mandel
Rich Dorenstreich honored on his birthday by Marvin Mandel
Rich/Debbie Dorenstreich honored on their anniversary by Marvin Mandel
Herb Sier/Susan Flignor honored on their anniversary by Marvin Mandel
Sandy Shapiro honored on her birthday by Marvin Mandel
TORAH MAINTENANCE FUND:

Supported by Terry Walowitz
Sandy Shapiro honored on her birthday by Michele Dorris
Sandy Shapiro honored on her birthday by Henry Nahoum
Sandy Shapiro honored on her birthday by Jean Janowsky
Sandy Shapiro honored on her birthday by Sandy Meyers
Week ending 9/11
MEMORIALS:

Jean Janowsky in memory of her sister Beatrice Cohen
Sally Fleishman in memory of her mother-in-law Hannah Fleishman
E.M. Saske in memory of her mother Celia Saske
Kenneth & Maureen Gallinger in memory of his mother Mina Landy
Gail & Al Papish in memory of Elaine Rizzo, mother of Brett Rizzo
Gail & Al Papish in memory of Elaine Rizzo, mother of Paul Rizzo
Gail & Al Papish in memory of Elaine Rizzo, sister of Sheri Klein
SHABBAT KIDDUSH LUNCH FUND:

Henry Nahoum honored on his birthday by Sandy Shapiro
Laura Lamden honored on her birthday by Sandy Shapiro
Henry Nahoum honored on his birthday by Laura Lamden
Henry Nahoum honored on his birthday by Sandy Meyers
Laura Lamden honored on her birthday by Sandy Meyers
Henry Nahoum honored on his birthday by Rita Frazer
Norman Kingston honored on his birthday by Rita Frazer
Laura Lamden honored on her birthday by Rita Frazer
Henry Nahoum honored on his birthday by Celia Markovitz
RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND:

Henry Nahoum honored on his birthday by Marvin Mandel
Norman Kingston honored on his birthday by Marvin Mandel
Laura Lamden honored on her birthday by Marvin Mandel
Health, strength, recovery to Claire Yourman by Noel & Janet Schachner
Health, strength, recovery to Meyer Yourman by Noel & Janet Schachner
NEW MEMBERSHIP SUPPORT FUND:

Laura Lamden honored on her birthday by Michele Dorris
TORAH MAINTENANCE FUND:

Henry Nahoum honored on his birthday by Terry Walowitz
Laura Lamden honored on her birthday by Terry Walowitz
Henry Nahoum honored on his birthday by Michele Dorris
Laura Lamden honored on her birthday by Jean Janowsky
Sandy Shapiro honored on her birthday by Sandi Bothwick
Sandi Bothwick wishing our entire community a healthy & sweet New Year
Henry Nahoum honored on his birthday by Noel & Janet Schachner
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Continued from previous page
There’s one more dancer in the Parade of Tears. It’s
the cry of the shofar! Our shofar blasts, the
centerpiece of the holiday, are modeled after the
mournful wailing of Sisera’s mother. Sisera? I don’t
recall hearing about him in Hebrew school. In the
period of Judges, Sisera was the Hitler of his day, a
tyrannical Canaanite general with the blood of
thousands of Jews on his sword. After the
miraculous defeat of his army led by the prophetess
Devorah, Jewish heroine Yael cleverly waited at her
tent for him to come by. She welcomed him with
soothing milk and comfort and as he slept, drove a
tent peg through his head. The Talmud asks: how
did Sisera’s mother cry when her son neglected to
return from battle? Long cries, short stuttering rasps
or a combination? As usual for the Talmud, the
rabbis are in complete disagreement. Hence we
have the t’ki’ah, sh’varim and t’ruah blasts of the
shofar, just to make sure we cover all the bases.
The blasts of the shofar represent the tears of loss of
identity. We never learn Sisera’s mother’s name.
Her identity is wrapped up in that of her son, the
notorious general. Reclaiming identity is a
prerequisite to celebrating Rosh Hashanah. Unless
we stand on our own feet, we can never be counted,
we are inauthentic, we are defying the very reason
we were graciously given the gift of life. The
sounding of the shofar reenacts the soul being
“blown” into each of our bodies, as Hashem did
with Adam in the Garden of Eden.
Preparations for Rosh Hashanah must include more
than buying apples and honey. Once we clean our
personal slate and regain clarity on our tafkid (life
mission), the cries of the shofar mainline straight to
our hearts and shatter the walls of complacency. Let
us reach out to friends with an understanding ear
and help the needy. Our tears of empathy unlock the
gates for the prayers of all humanity.
On his deathbed, the Chassidic sage Rav Zusha
explained he was crying not because he wasn’t as
great as Moses—he just wanted to be the best Rav
Zusha he could be. Yes, we must look out for our
families and our community, and in the end, we
must say hineni, taking ownership of our own
destinies.
Sam Glaser is a per for mer , composer , pr oducer
and author in Los Angeles. Visit him online at
www.samglaser.com.
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